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ABSTRACT

The chapter provides an overview of the changes suffered by the secondary and higher education
systems in the communism to post-communism transition and discusses the transformation of the
teaching methods and the impact of these transformations. Most teachers aspire to make critical
thinking the main objective of their instruction; most of them do not realize that to develop as
thinkers students must pass through stages of development in critical thinking. The conclusions
point to the fact that most teachers are unaware of the levels of intellectual development that
students go through as they improve as thinkers. The research shows that significant gains in
the intellectual quality of student work will not be achieved if teachers do not recognize that
skilled critical thinking develops only if properly cultivated and only through predictable stages.

1. LITERATURE REVIEW

In the 1960s and early 1970s, analytic phi-
losophers of education were engaged in trying
to find a definition for teaching. Much of the
debate centered on the question of whether
teaching implies learning or merely resumes
to the act of sharing knowledge. John Dewey
had set the stage by writing:
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Teaching may be compared to selling com-
modities. No one can sell unless someone
buys. We should ridicule a merchant who said
that he had sold a great many goods although
no one had bought any. But perhaps there
are teachers who think that they have done
a good day’s, teaching irrespective of what
pupils have learned. There is the same exact
equation between teaching and learning that
there is between selling and buying (1933,
pp. 35-36).
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This may appear as teachers are to be
blamed for student failure and lack of learn-
ing. Aristotle pointed out that teaching is an
activity finding its results in the learner, notin
the teacher. Were there no need for learning,
there would be no need for teaching. This does
not mean, however, that teaching must always
produce learning but it must be constructed
around the perceived need for learning.

More important, however, is what we
mean by learning. Discussion of the mean-
ings and types of learning would be somehow
superfluous as they would go on forever, but
we should note that some spend perhaps too
much time defending one form of learning
(e.g., constructivist learning) over all others.

A potentially more fruitful approach would
study what the best teachers do to answer the
question: what form or level of learning is
called for by this topic, for this student, in this
situation? Furthermore, learning may occur
without (or even contrary to) the teacher’s
intention (Jackson,1992), and this possibility
suggests that teachers must be aware of and
reflective about what they are conveying to
students through their manner. Scheffler’s
criterion of manner has come to be known
as the ‘rationality’ criterion. He wanted to
preserve a significant place for human teach-
ers in an electronic age, and he hoped also
to exclude indoctrination and other scripted
forms of producing learning from the category
of ‘teaching.’

Teaching, for Scheffler, must display re-
spect for the student’s rationality. This take
on teaching seems to capture teaching at its
deepest and best. The rationality criterion
should be met when we look at a teacher’s
overall performance. Butsurely, even teachers
who are dedicated to ‘rationality’ in Schef-
fler’s sense sometimes use methods that are
not clearly marked by the criterion. Should we
say that, at these times, they are not teaching?
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And suppose that a given teacher rarely
meets the rationality criterion but, through
methods such as direct instruction (telling),
conditioning or even indoctrination, secures
a considerable amount of learning. Is he / she
not teaching? It might be better to include all
of these activities on a ‘teaching continuum’
(Green, 1968) and give our attention, as sug-
gested above, to matching each to appropriate
learning goals.

As Martin Buber said, students learn
from teachers with whom they work closely
something about ‘the ourstery of personal
life” (1965, p. 90). This sort of learning is not
usually recognized as the learning for which
formal schooling was established. Yet it has
always been involved in teaching— both for-
mal and informal, and it may be inherent in
the teacher—learner relation. It does not have
to be intended.

However, the teacher-student relationship
has evolved over time and has been affected by
various conceptions, by the society as whole,
by the political systems and by individuals.
Therefore, we shall capture the main factors
that lead to change of teaching methods in
Romania, whether they existed in the past
or not and what type of impact they have, as
well as at what level.

Assessment of this relationship can be done
on more than one side, taking into consider-
ation every link of the relationship. A different
approach to it could be the evaluation of stu-
dents’ attitudes, perspectives and personality
traits and objectives. Furthermore, the political
systems and reforms can be evaluated so as
to indicate the path and objectives they set.

Kugel’s (1993) speculative account of how
teachers develop focuses on separate stages,
where a focus on the content precedes a focus
on students as individuals and then on students
as learners of the content. Alexandersson
(1994) dealt with this by claiming that for
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