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Chapter VIII

CreativeE-Transtions

Lynne Hunt, Edith Cowan University, Australia

ABSTRACT

The creative use of e-learning to facilitate the transition to and from university is the
subject of this chapter. It describes a pilot, online transition to university project
entitled Click Around ECU (Edith Cowan University) and an online, generic skillsand
career planning project called Careering Ahead in Health Promotion. Both projects
areinformed by authentic learning pedagogy that seeksto engage studentsin problem
solving and learning by engaging in purposeful activities. The projects also seek to
empower studentsto decide for themselves what they need to know about thetransition
process. Each project isdescribed in the context of itsimplications for e-learning. The
corethesisisthat e-learning producescreative outcomeswhen embedded in appropriate

pedagogy.

INTRODUCTION

“You can’tteach creativewriting,” said Lancaster. * You providethe chance.
The occasion. You encourage. You facilitate. You offer the window of
opportunity.’

‘I amawindow cleaner, asit were,” said Dr. Bee. ‘Or rather you are’
‘Exactly,” said Lancaster.

Theselinesfrom Michael Wilding’ ssatirical novel, AcademiaNuts (2002), suggest
that creativity isfacilitated rather than taught. If thisistrue of thetraditional classroom
setting that Wilding describes, itisequally true of e-learning. Like books, e-learningis
ateaching and learning resourcethat can be put to creative use. E-learningisnotinitsel f
creative: Put simply, “ Putting acourse onthe Web does not guarantee [ creativelearning]
... any morethan alibrary on campusdoes” (Allport, 2001). Rather, e-learning offersa
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“window of opportunity” for teachers, as facilitators (window cleaners), to scaffold
creative learning experiences for their students. In other words, it’s not the resource
you’ve got but the way that you use it that counts.

Thepotential of e-learningisreleased by the pedagogy that informsitsapplication.
Without this, thereisarisk of “confusion of technology with education, and tools with
learning” (Brabazon, 2002). The purpose of e-learningisto enhancestudents’ creativity
and ability to construct their own knowledge. Thetwo projectsdescribed in thischapter
both harness the creative potential of e-learning by expanding opportunities for high
school pupils and university students to become engaged actively in learning beyond
theconfinesof classroomwalls. They arebothtransition projects. Thefirst, Click Around
ECU (Edith Cowan University), isan onlinetransition to university project for school-
leavers. The originality of Click Around ECU isthat it seeks to empower high school
pupilsto decidefor themselveswhat they want to know about university lifethrough the
production of their own web-based, multimediaclips (web-shows). The second project,
Careering Ahead in Health Promotion, is a web-based, career-planning program, de-
signed for use throughout students’ undergraduate studies to enable them to incorpo-
rate generic skillsinto study programsin preparation for graduate transition to employ-
ment.

| SSUES, CONTROVERSIES AND PROBLEMS

Thetransition to university, facilitated by projects such as Click Around ECU, is
important because it affects the well being and success of young people. It also has
implicationsfor student retention rates. Inturn, thisaffectsthe nation’ spurse. A British
government report (HEFCE, 1997), for exampl e, estimated the cost to taxpayersof attrition
ratesin higher education at around ninety million pounds per annum. Needless to say,
statistics like this have concentrated the minds of public servants and university
management teamson theimportance of thetransition to university and theenhancement
of the first year university experience. In Australia, for example, the Commonwealth
Government commissioned projectsonthefirst-year, university experience (McGinnis
& James, 1995). Thelevel of academicinterestinthetransitiontouniversity may also be
gauged from the fact that awhole edition of the Journal of Institutional Research (Vol
9(1), May 2000) was devoted to thistopic.

Suchliteraturereveal sthat thetransitionto university isacomplex processbecause
the experience varies in accordance with students’ backgrounds and the nature of the
institutions in which they enrol. International students, for example, face particular
problems arising from cultural differences; and mature-aged students have transitional
needs that differ from those of school leavers. Diversity can give rise to particular
problems because “diverse” indicates different, and, very often, unequal. As Elson-
Green (1999) reported: “ A university education continuesto bean elusivedream for some
of themost di sadvantaged groupsin Australian society despiteyearsof equity programs
aimed at givingeveryonea'fair chance.” TheEquity inHigher Educationstudy ... reveals
the university systemisfailing indigenous students and people fromrural, isolated and
low socioeconomic status (SES) backgrounds.” The tyranny of distance in the vast
Australian continent givesriseto particul ar equity and university accessissuesfor rural,
remote and indigenous students that appropriate use of e-learning can address.
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