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ABSTRACT

This article examines China's ambitious blueprint for becoming a global leader in artificial intelligence 
(AI) by 2030 and its potential implications for international power structures. Through a detailed 
analysis of policy documents and case studies, the study highlights how China's AI strategy is poised to 
transform its economic, military, and geopolitical stature. By prioritizing AI research and development, 
fostering public-​private partnerships, and implementing comprehensive educational reforms, China aims 
to catalyze innovations that could underpin future technological supremacy. The article assesses the 
potential outcomes of China's AI ascendancy, including shifts in global economic power, advancements 
in military capabilities, and the redefinition of international alliances. The article concludes by offering 
insights into how other nations might respond to China's growing influence in AI and suggests pathways 
for international collaboration and regulation.

INTRODUCTION

China’s ascent in the global artificial intelligence (AI) arena is a pivotal element of its broader strategy 
to transform into a leading technological superpower by the middle of the 21st century (Johnson, 2021). 
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This ambition is anchored in the “New Generation Artificial Intelligence Development Plan” unveiled 
in 2017, setting forth a roadmap for China to become the world leader in AI by 2030. This move is not 
merely a quest for technological advancement but a calculated strategic initiative aimed at reshaping 
global power dynamics through the leverage of AI.

The Chinese government has identified AI as a key driver of future economic growth, national se-
curity, and geopolitical influence (Zeng, 2022). The plan outlines ambitious goals across a spectrum of 
AI-​related fields, including research and development (R&D), ethical norms, and international collabo-
ration (Zeng, 2021). Central to this strategy is the significant state funding directed towards AI projects, 
the encouragement of AI applications across various sectors such as healthcare, education, and defense, 
and the fostering of a vibrant ecosystem that bridges government, industry, and academia (Al-​Sayed & 
Yang, 2020). This holistic approach aims not only to excel in AI technology but also to integrate AI into 
the very fabric of societal development.

Moreover, China’s AI strategy is reflective of its desire to mitigate the dependencies on foreign 
technology and innovation sources. By bolstering its own AI capabilities, China intends to reduce 
vulnerabilities associated with global supply chains and technological ecosystems, thus enhancing its 
economic independence and security posture (Feijóo et al., 2020).

The strategic implications of AI on global power structures are profound and multifaceted. AI is poised 
to become a key determinant of economic might, military strength, and geopolitical influence (John-
son, 2019; Li, 2023; Scharre, 2023). Economically, AI technologies are expected to create vast wealth, 
revolutionizing industries by enhancing efficiency, innovation, and creating new markets. Militarily, 
AI offers significant advancements in surveillance, reconnaissance, autonomous weapons systems, and 
cybersecurity, thus altering the balance of power and the nature of warfare. Geopolitically, leadership in 
AI confers the ability to set global norms and standards for technology use, thus influencing international 
law and ethics in the digital age.

China’s concerted push to dominate the AI field is therefore not just an economic or technological 
goal but a strategic move to reposition itself within the global order. By leading in AI, China aims to 
shift the balance of technological power, challenge the current hegemony, and assert its role as a primary 
global actor.

This article aims to examine the strategic implications of China’s ambitious AI development plan on 
global power dynamics. It seeks to unpack how China’s proactive strides in AI are poised to transform 
its economic, military, and geopolitical stature on the world stage. By delving into policy documents, 
case studies, and expert analyses, the article will provide a detailed examination of China’s AI strategy, 
its implementation, and the potential outcomes of its ascendancy in AI on the international arena.

The structure of the article is designed to provide a comprehensive analysis of the topic, beginning 
with a detailed overview of China’s AI ambitions and the significance of AI in altering global power 
structures. It will then proceed to explore the economic implications of China’s AI strategy, its impact 
on global economic power, and the transformation of industries and workforce dynamics. The discussion 
will extend to the military enhancements and security considerations arising from AI advancements, 
including an assessment of how AI is reshaping military capabilities and international security concerns. 
Following this, the article will analyze the geopolitical strategies and the redefinition of international 
alliances influenced by China’s AI developments. The conclusion will synthesize the findings, offering 
insights into how other nations might respond to China’s growing AI influence and suggesting pathways 
for international collaboration and regulation in the AI domain.
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