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ABSTRACT

Cross-border education has become an essential aspect of higher education as
student mobility across regions continues to grow. Thus, students are expected to
navigate not only academic challenges but also complex sociocultural differences
shaped by diverse educational systems. Using an autoethnographic approach, the
author reflects on her lived experiences as a mathematics education student from
Mainland China studying in Hong Kong. It specifically examines the reconstruction
of mathematical identity through three interrelated stages of inception, engage-
ment, and integration, framed by Bloom’s Taxonomy. This narrative highlights
how contrasting traditions in pedagogy, language, and culture shaped her beliefs
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and practices in mathematics. The study provides insights into how international
students’ transitions can inform educators and policymakers seeking to foster more
inclusive cross-border education environments.

INTRODUCTION

In Higher Education (HE), globalization gave rise to cross-border education
(CBE) as an essential component in the rapid growth of international student mobility
(Knight,2011; Van der Wende, 2010). CBE, as an expression of internationalization,
can provide a matrix of basic skills to cope with the future world for the knowledge
economy (Knight, 2011; Van der Wende, 2010). However, research indicated that
there were various challenges in the effectiveness of CBE programs, which slowed
their integration and implementation successfully (Lamers-Reeuwijk et al., 2019;
Yue et al., 2025). When transitioning into the CBE environment, a growing number
of international students worldwide reported encountering much more difficult tasks
outside academic adaptation. Specifically, they are under additional pressures like
social isolation, financial strain, pedagogical challenges, inadequate institutional
support, and cultural adjustment (Akanwa, 2015; Bethel et al., 2020; Duan, 2023;
Khanal & Gaulee, 2019), particularly in foreign language as the medium of instruc-
tion contexts.

In mainland China, promoting internationalization is a mandated priority across
all universities and colleges (Petruk, 2018), closely tied to the strategic expansion
of CBE initiatives designed to enhance the nation’s global competitiveness and
innovation capacity. Over the past two decades, Hong Kong’s higher education in-
stitutions (HEIs) have been renowned for their high-quality education and serve as
stepping-stones for ‘non-local students’, particularly in postgraduate programs (Fu
& Zhu, 2015; Li & Bray, 2007). This reputation attracts many students in mainland
China seeking superior educational opportunities.

Despite the geographical proximity, mainland China and Hong Kong exhibit
marked divergence due to the unique political and sociocultural relationships (Yu
& Zhang, 2016). In turn, two educational systems were catalysed within different
philosophies and pedagogical approaches. Mainland China’s system, deeply rooted in
Confucian traditions, tends to prioritize rote learning, standardized assessments, and
examination-driven curricula (Fu & Zhu, 2015). This highly structured environment
contrasts sharply with Hong Kong’s system, which reflects a strong British colonial
influence, emphasizing student-centred learning, critical inquiry, and English-medium
instruction (Li & Bray, 2007). These differences suggest potential motivations for
mainland Chinese students choosing Hong Kong as their academic destination, a
subject frequently explored in previous research. However, the multidimensional
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