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ABSTRACT

The Syrian war, which began in 2011, demonstrates how governments, as rational 
institutions, may deviate from established norms and principles in response to shifting 
geopolitical rivalries. Initially, Syria relied on its traditional ally, Iran, to counter 
its adversaries, however, as the conflict dragged on, Syria sought Russian military 
intervention, which further complicated the regional power dynamics. This study 
applies game theory to analyze the strategic objectives of Russia and Israel within 
this context, with a particular focus on Russia’s dual strategy aimed at achieving 
a win-​win outcome with both Iran and Israel. The collapse of the Assad regime in 
December 2024 marked a pivotal moment that reshaped the strategic calculus of 
all involved actors and raised new questions about Syria's future and the broader 
regional dynamics. The findings reveal that while Russia’s approach appeased Israel, 
its ambiguous stance toward Iran generated significant tension.
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INTRODUCTION

Following the September 11, 2001 attacks and their aftermath, the Middle East 
entered a period of growing instability, a condition that was further exacerbated after 
2011 with the dramatic shifts in the regional balance of power. Since the onset of the 
Syrian war in 2011, various fronts have repeatedly formed and dissolved (Alibabalu 
et al., 2020). Israel emerged as a particularly enigmatic actor, participating in the 
conflict primarily through covert means, in contrast to others that openly declared 
their involvement. Equally significant is Russia’s complex role in this conflict. 
Moscow has maintained a delicate equilibrium between supporting Assad’s allies 
and coordinating militarily with Israel, employing mechanisms such as deconfliction 
hotlines and diplomatic protocols to prevent direct confrontation between the parties 
(Magid, 2022; Divsallar, 2019). This raises a set of critical questions: How has Russia 
managed to avert direct clashes between its allies and Israel? What structural and 
strategic constraints has Russia encountered in its dealings with Israel? And how 
has Israel engaged its adversaries in a prolonged war of attrition?

The collapse of the Assad regime constituted a strategic rupture in the Syrian 
conflict, simultaneously reshaping the regional balance of power, reinforcing Israel’s 
position, and recalibrating the strategic calculations of key actors. This development 
not only dismantled the entrenched foothold of Russia and Iran in Syria but also 
produced a profound power vacuum that immediately drew competing ambitions. 
For Moscow, Assad’s overthrow signified a major geopolitical reversal, eroding its 
military and diplomatic investments while compelling a reassessment of its regional 
posture. Israel, though initially ambivalent toward Assad’s rule, became increasingly 
apprehensive about a fragmented post-​Assad order that could consolidate Iranian 
entrenchment or empower Turkish-​aligned forces. Within this volatile context, a 
new strategic game emerged in which intensifying rivalries, shifting coalitions, and 
the necessity for all actors to redefine their policies unfolded under conditions of 
heightened uncertainty.

From a theoretical standpoint, game theory provides a valuable framework for 
interpreting these dynamics, as it underscores how Russia and Israel, operating 
under conditions of uncertainty and interdependence, pursue the maximization of 
interests while mitigating risks through deterrence, signaling, and selective coop-
eration. Particularly during and after Assad’s fall, Russian-​Israeli interactions may 
be conceived as strategic maneuvers within an iterative game, wherein each actor 
continuously recalibrates its policies to avert escalation while safeguarding long-​
term gains. This perspective highlights that their choices are not isolated acts, but 
interdependent strategies conditioned by anticipations of the other side’s behavior.



 

 

26 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/russian-and-israeli-strategies-in-syria-

pre-post-assads-fall/396111

Related Content

Interrogating and Reimagining the Virtual Public Sphere in Developing

Countries
Veena V. Raman (2019). Civic Engagement and Politics: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 427-448).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/interrogating-and-reimagining-the-virtual-public-sphere-in-

developing-countries/220219

Movement Control Order (MCO) - A Viable Legal Mechanism in the

Management of COVID-19 Pandemic in Malaysia?
Suzana Muhamad Said, Aini Aman, Mohd Rohaizat Hassanand Omkar Dastane

(2022). Journal of Comparative Asian Development (pp. 1-15).

www.irma-international.org/article/movement-control-order-mco---a-viable-legal-mechanism-in-

the-management-of-covid-19-pandemic-in-malaysia/315650

A Foundation's 20-Year Experiment in Art and Civic Engagement
Frances Neff Phillips (2019). Civic Engagement and Politics: Concepts,

Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 105-127).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-foundations-20-year-experiment-in-art-and-civic-

engagement/220203

“I Didn't Believe Privilege Existed Before This”: Service-Learning in a

Multicultural Education Course
Thomas Browning, Scot Wilson, Crystal D. Howell, Alexandra M. Weissand Kathryn

E. Engebretson (2022). Research Anthology on Racial Equity, Identity, and Privilege

(pp. 985-1004).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/i-didnt-believe-privilege-existed-before-this/296988

China's Infrastructure Financing and the Role of Infrastructure in Awakening

African Economies
Michael Mitchell Omoruyi Ehizuelen (2021). Journal of Comparative Asian

Development (pp. 1-25).

www.irma-international.org/article/chinas-infrastructure-financing-and-the-role-of-infrastructure-

in-awakening-african-economies/279131

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/russian-and-israeli-strategies-in-syria-pre-post-assads-fall/396111
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/russian-and-israeli-strategies-in-syria-pre-post-assads-fall/396111
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/russian-and-israeli-strategies-in-syria-pre-post-assads-fall/396111
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/interrogating-and-reimagining-the-virtual-public-sphere-in-developing-countries/220219
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/interrogating-and-reimagining-the-virtual-public-sphere-in-developing-countries/220219
http://www.irma-international.org/article/movement-control-order-mco---a-viable-legal-mechanism-in-the-management-of-covid-19-pandemic-in-malaysia/315650
http://www.irma-international.org/article/movement-control-order-mco---a-viable-legal-mechanism-in-the-management-of-covid-19-pandemic-in-malaysia/315650
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-foundations-20-year-experiment-in-art-and-civic-engagement/220203
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-foundations-20-year-experiment-in-art-and-civic-engagement/220203
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/i-didnt-believe-privilege-existed-before-this/296988
http://www.irma-international.org/article/chinas-infrastructure-financing-and-the-role-of-infrastructure-in-awakening-african-economies/279131
http://www.irma-international.org/article/chinas-infrastructure-financing-and-the-role-of-infrastructure-in-awakening-african-economies/279131

