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ABSTRACT

This chapter examines the navigating of borders in two films by Palestinians raised 
abroad which powerfully articulate the lived realities of occupation, displacement, 
and exile: Annemarie Jacir's feature film Salt of this Sea (Milh Hadha al-​Bahr) 
(2008) and Lina Soualem's documentary Bye Bye Tiberias (Bye Bye Tibériade) 
(2023). Focusing on diasporic Palestinian women returning to their ancestral home-
land, these films underscore how borders—geographical, political, physical, and 
psychological—serve as instruments of ongoing dispossession. By foregrounding the 
experiences of women facing these barriers, these films reveal the profound impact 
of exile on personal and familial histories. Tracing their diasporic ties to the land 
and culture of Palestine, the films aim to reinforce the bonds constantly threatened 
by the policies and practices of the Israeli state.
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INTRODUCTION

This essay examines the navigation of borders in two films by Palestinians raised 
abroad which powerfully articulate the lived realities of occupation, displacement, 
and exile: Annemarie Jacir's feature film Salt of This Sea (Milh Hadha al-​Bahr) 
(2008) and Lina Soualem's documentary Bye Bye Tiberias (Bye Bye Tibériade) 
(2023). Focusing on diasporic Palestinian women returning to their ancestral home-
land, these films underscore how borders—geographical, political, physical, and 
psychological—serve as instruments of ongoing dispossession. By foregrounding the 
experiences of women facing these barriers, these films reveal the profound impact 
of exile on personal and familial histories. Tracing their diasporic ties to the land 
and culture of Palestine, the films aim to reinforce the bonds constantly threatened 
by the policies and practices of the Israeli state.

Palestinians have been contending with the confiscation and fracturing of terri-
tory for many decades, from the United Nations Partition of Mandatory Palestine 
in 1948 and the Green Line in 1949 to the 2002 Wall to the blockade of the Gaza 
strip. Israeli land policies have increasingly isolated Palestinian communities from 
each other and opened the way for further Israeli settlements on the Occupied 
Territories (Antari and Thawaba, 2024; Middle East Monitor, 2025). Barriers also 
hinder future generations from returning to their ancestral land, and the “Right of 
Return” is granted or refused based on ethno-​religious identity, that is, granted to 
Jews and refused to Palestinians.1

British-​Israeli architecture scholar Eyal Weizman characterizes the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories as a “frontier zone” with “deep, shifting, fragmented and 
elastic territories” that are “marked by makeshift boundaries” (Weizman, 2024, p. 
5). According to Weizman,

The frontiers of the Occupied Territories are not rigid and fixed at all; rather, 
they are elastic, and in constant transformation. The linear border, a cartograph-
ic imaginary inherited from the military and political spatiality of the nation 
state has splintered into a multitude of temporary, transportable, deployable 
and removable border-​synonyms – ‘separation walls’, ‘barriers’, ‘blockades’, 
‘closures’, ‘road blocks’, ‘checkpoints’, ‘sterile areas’, ‘special security zones’, 
‘close military areas’ and ‘killing zones’ – that shrink and expand the territory 
at will. These borders are dynamic, constantly shifting, ebbing and flowing; they 
creep along, stealthily surrounding Palestinian villages and roads. They may 
even erupt into Palestinian living rooms, bursting in through the house walls. 
The anarchic geography of the frontier is an evolving image of transformation, 
which is remade and rearranged with every political development or decision. 
Outposts and settlements might be evacuated and removed, yet new ones are 
founded and expand. The location of military checkpoints is constantly chang-



 

 

24 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/diasporic-perspectives-on-borders-in-the-

palestinian-films-salt-of-this-sea-2008-and-bye-bye-tiberias-

2023/395020

Related Content

A Phenomenological Study of Female and Feminist Identities Among Iranian

Muslim Immigrant Women
Mozhgan Malekan (2021). Immigrant Women’s Voices and Integrating Feminism Into

Migration Theory (pp. 39-60).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-phenomenological-study-of-female-and-feminist-identities-

among-iranian-muslim-immigrant-women/266894

Access to Higher Education for the Rohingya Refugees: Challenges,

Opportunities, and Future Directions
M. Mahruf C. Shohel, Md Ashrafuzzaman, Rasel Babu, Tahmina Akter, Nazia

Tasnimand Asif Bayezid (2023). Global Perspectives on the Difficulties and

Opportunities Faced by Migrant and Refugee Students in Higher Education (pp. 103-

135).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/access-to-higher-education-for-the-rohingya-

refugees/324875

Hyper-Visible in Branding yet Invisible in Practice: Conditional Belonging of

Racialized International Students at Two Ontario Universities
Shamiga Shamy Arumuhathasand Rebecca Stroud (2026). Belonging, Identity, and

Student Development in International Student Engagement (pp. 77-110).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/hyper-visible-in-branding-yet-invisible-in-practice/413487

Legal and Psychological Resilience: A Cluster Analysis of Immigrant

Populations
Usharani Bhimavarapu (2025). Psychological Evaluations in Immigration Cases:

Theory, Practice, and Ethical Considerations  (pp. 229-254).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/legal-and-psychological-resilience/380446

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/diasporic-perspectives-on-borders-in-the-palestinian-films-salt-of-this-sea-2008-and-bye-bye-tiberias-2023/395020
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/diasporic-perspectives-on-borders-in-the-palestinian-films-salt-of-this-sea-2008-and-bye-bye-tiberias-2023/395020
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/diasporic-perspectives-on-borders-in-the-palestinian-films-salt-of-this-sea-2008-and-bye-bye-tiberias-2023/395020
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/diasporic-perspectives-on-borders-in-the-palestinian-films-salt-of-this-sea-2008-and-bye-bye-tiberias-2023/395020
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-phenomenological-study-of-female-and-feminist-identities-among-iranian-muslim-immigrant-women/266894
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-phenomenological-study-of-female-and-feminist-identities-among-iranian-muslim-immigrant-women/266894
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/access-to-higher-education-for-the-rohingya-refugees/324875
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/access-to-higher-education-for-the-rohingya-refugees/324875
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/hyper-visible-in-branding-yet-invisible-in-practice/413487
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/legal-and-psychological-resilience/380446


Beyond State Policy: Societal Attitudes and the Educational Marginalisation

of Refugees in India
Sanjivini Raina, Kumar Mukul Choudharyand Parul Meena (2026). Barriers and

Opportunities in Education for Immigrants and Refugees (pp. 23-52).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/beyond-state-policy/392333

http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/beyond-state-policy/392333

