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ABSTRACT

This chapter offers a border poetics analysis of Ami Bouganim’s Un bdtard en terre
promise (2018), revealing migration as an unending struggle marked by fractured
identity and irretrievable loss. The novel’s hybrid narrative mirrors the fragmented
condition of exile through deliberate generic instability. Rather than presenting
borders as transitional crossings, the text depicts them as sites of erosion—where
displacement consumes rather than transforms. The novel confronts the existential
burden of exile, presenting borders as forces that erode the self and complicate the
diasporic experience.

INTRODUCTION

Although the French Protectorate over Morocco ended in 1956, French has re-
mained a central medium of literary expression for many Moroccan writers. Instead
of rejecting it after decolonization, they continued to engage with it to explore the
complexities of identity formation. In the twenty-first century, Moroccan literature
in French remains dynamic, often engaging with migration as a key narrative thread
alongside explorations of identity, belonging, and the impact of colonial history.
From Driss Chraibi’s Les Boucs (1955) to contemporary works, Moroccan authors
have frequently addressed displacement and border-crossing, reflecting on both the
physical act of migration and its psychological, social, and cultural consequences.
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Writers of the Moroccan diaspora, in particular, have placed migration at the heart
of their narratives, often using it to examine broader questions of uprootedness and
hybridity.

Ami Bouganim, a Moroccan-born Israeli writer and philosopher (b. 1951,
Essaouira-Mogador), exemplifies this tradition. Having studied under Emmanuel
Levinas and completed the first Israeli dissertation on his work, the author has worked
extensively in education and cultural leadership, including roles with the Jewish
Agency and the Alliance Israélite Universelle. Since 2010, he has focused on philo-
sophical research and philanthropy, and in 2015, he founded the Euro-Mediterranean
Institute for Inter-Civilization Dialogue (Bénayoun-Szmidt & Redouane, 2021).
His 2018 novel, Un bdtard en terre promise, chronicles the journey of Cid, a Mo-
roccan Jewish boy, and his mother as they leave Morocco for Israel in the 1960s.
Told in the first person, with Cid himself as the narrator, the novel is structured as
a Bildungsroman that follows his passage from childhood to adulthood, with both
literal and metaphorical border crossings shaping his personal development. His
narrative is marked by recursive motifs that demand layered interpretation—pivotal
passages reveal new dimensions of displacement and belonging when analysed
through frameworks of border poetics. Through Bouganim’s (2018) exploration of
memory, loss, identity, and displacement, the novel positions migration as both a
bodily passage and an inner, emotional one.

Migration is central to Moroccan Jewish life writing, as Trevisan Semi (2017)
emphasizes, highlighting the role of memory and place in diasporic narratives. She
notes:

The increased production of lifewriting texts of the Moroccan Jewish diaspora

thrusts the return of the homeland into the limelight. The contribution made by

the autobiographical narratives of the Moroccan Jewish diaspora, especially
by those people who belong to the so-called 1.5 generation—the generation that
traumatically left the country of origin during childhood [... ] is very meaningful.

(Trevisan Semi, 2017, p. 84)

This novel exemplifies the dynamic of the 1.5 generation, as Cid’s childhood
migration and subsequent reflections illustrate the negotiation of identity between
Morocco and Israel, highlighting how borders—both physical and symbolic—
structure narratives of migration. Border poetics provides a lens for this analysis by
highlighting the interplay between geographical and temporal boundaries, which
create discontinuities and overlaps. Borders dispersed across locations and epochs
generate figurations, expressed through manipulations of time and space as well
as metaphors. These figurations offer a framework for understanding how borders
evolve and manifest in specific socio-historical contexts. As Schimanski (2017)
argues in Reading from the Border, border poetics is “an attempt to read texts and
other forms of presentation from the border,” connecting “borders on the level of
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