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ABSTRACT

Respiratory bioinformatics is a fast-​developing field that provides revolutionary infor-
mation on the molecular mechanisms, pathogenesis, and individualized management 
of respiratory conditions. This chapter explores the potential future of respiratory 
bioinformatics, discussing innovations in the integration of data, artificial intelli-
gence (AI), machine learning (ML), and multi-​omics analysis to decipher intricate 
networks of respiratory diseases. From early diagnosis and predictive modeling to 
precision medicine and targeted therapies, bioinformatics has revolutionized the 
clinical and research paradigms of respiratory health. This chapter highlights the 
state-​of-​the-​art advancements in big data analytics, high-​throughput sequencing, and 
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systems biology methodologies for the discovery of new biomarkers, drug targets, 
and disease signatures. It also covers imminent challenges, including data stan-
dardization, interoperability, and ethical aspects of bioinformatics-​based research.

INTRODUCTION

Respiratory infections remain a staggering global health burden, with both com-
municable and non-​communicable infections contributing significantly to morbidity 
and mortality, (Coates et al., 2020). Respiratory infections are among the leading 
causes of mortality globally, with over 2.6 million deaths recorded every year, as 
per the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2019 estimates, (Momtazmanesh et al., 
2023; Viegi et al., 2020). Concurrently, long-​term respiratory diseases like chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), asthma, and interstitial lung disease afflict 
more than half a billion individuals worldwide, with unequal burdens in low-​ and 
middle-​income countries (LMICs). The international response to the COVID-​19 
pandemic has highlighted the critical need for swift and accurate diagnostics, real-​time 
monitoring, and personalized therapeutic approaches, (Li et al., 2025). These require-
ments highlight the increasing importance of bioinformatics in cross-​disciplinary 
science that utilizes computational methods and high-​throughput data analysis to 
revolutionize respiratory medicine and research. Respiratory bioinformatics involves 
the use of computational biology, data analysis, and AI to better understand the 
etiology, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of lung diseases, (Zhang et al., 2023).

This discipline combines information from an array of platforms, such as genom-
ics, transcriptomics, proteomics, metabolomics, microbiomics, and epigenomics, 
to produce global insights into disease processes. The facilitating the interrogation 
of large and complicated datasets from patient samples, environmental exposures, 
imaging scans, and pathogen genomes, bioinformatics enables the identification 
of biomarkers, discovery of therapeutic targets, and deployment of precision med-
icine approaches, (Zalli et al., 2023). Over the past few years, the incorporation of 
multi-​omics strategies in respiratory research has transformed our knowledge of the 
pulmonary pathophysiology. Genomic and transcriptomic profiling have revealed 
certain genetic variants and expression signatures implicated in asthma susceptibility, 
COPD phenotypes, and varying immune responses to respiratory pathogens, such as 
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and SARS-​CoV-​2, (Pan-
dolfo et al., 2025). Moreover, epigenetic processes, such as DNA methylation and 
histone modification, have been reported to mediate gene-​environment interactions 
that affect disease susceptibility. For instance, it has been reported that prolonged 
exposure to particulate matter (PM2.5) and tobacco smoke can cause long-​lasting 
changes in DNA methylation patterns, which may predispose individuals to airway 
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