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ABSTRACT

The Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA; 2000) requires an Internet filtering and public awareness
strategy to protect children under 17 from harmful visual Internet depictions and has been implemented

nationwide since 2001. However, little literature is available documenting its impacts on children s Internet
safety. This chapter first reviews CIPA as well as other existing regulations in protecting children on
the Internet. It then presents empirical evidence that CIPA is associated with a decrease in high school

students’ Internet use at school but does not appear to have a beneficial effect on their knowledge of
Internet safety or opportunities for Internet safety education.

INTRODUCTION

The Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) was
signed into federal law on December 21, 2000
and became effective on April 20, 2001. Under
CIPA, public schools and public libraries receiv-
ing E-rate funds are required both to use filtering
and blocking programs to protect children under
17 from harmful visual depictions on the Internet
and to provide public notices and public hearings
to increase public awareness of Internet safety. In
the United States, almost 100% of public schools
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have implemented CIPA (Wells & Lewis, 2006),
while approximately 60% of public libraries have
done so (Jaeger, McClure, Bertot, & Langa, 2005).
Thus, it is important to assess the impacts of CIPA
on young Internet users and to determine whether
they benefit from CIPA. However, few empirical
studies have been conducted to assess the impacts
of CIPA on young Internet users. The objectives
of this chapter are twofold: (a) To provide a broad
conceptual context ofthe issue of children’s Internet
safety by reviewing federal regulations on Internet
safety of children and (b) to demonstrate the com-
plexity of children’s Internet safety in the real-life
world by presenting a specific case in assessing the
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impacts of CIPA on children and adolescents in
public schools.

INTERNET SAFETY
PROTECTION STRATEGIES
IN THE UNITED STATES

Among a wide variety of mass media (e.g., tele-
phone, radio, movies, television, and Internet),
only television and the Internet have caused wide-
spread concerns specifically related to children,
resulting in regulation at the federal level.

For television, there is one federal regulation
entitled the Children Television Act of 1990
(CTA). The primary goals of CTA are to restrict
advertising during children’s television and to
increase educational and informational televi-
sion programs for children. Specifically, based
on rules made by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC), television stations must (a)
air the core programs that is specifically designed
to serve the educational and informational needs
of children ages 16 for at least 30 minutes in
length between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00
p-m. with a regularly scheduled weekly program;
b) identify the core programs by displaying the
“E/I” icon denoting that the program is “educa-
tional and/or informational.” and (c) limit the
amount of commercial matter that may be aired
in certain children’s television programming
to 10.5 minutes per hour on weekends and 12
minutes per hour on weekdays. Starting in 2007,
FCC further required that at least three hours per
week of the core programs must be provided on
the main programming stream. CTA as well as
FCC’s rules have been implemented nationwide
for nearly two decades to help children to learn
important knowledge and values from television
and to protect children from overcommercializa-
tion on television.

In contrast to television, there are six federal
regulations concerning children and the Internet:
(a) the Child Online Protection Actof 1998, (b) the
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Neighborhood Children’s Internet Protection Act
011999, (c) the Children’s Online Privacy Protec-
tionActof2000, (d) the Children’s Internet Protec-
tionActof2000, (e) the Deleting Online Predators
Actof2006, and (f) Internet Safety Education Act
of 2007. These Internet-related regulations are
unprecedented in the human history, signifying
the serious societal concerns about the negative
consequences of the Internet on children. These
concerns about children’s safety on the Internet
(e.g., exposing to pornography and being online
victimization) are much more worrisome than
those about impacts of commercialization and
lack oflearning on the television. As aresult, these
concerns lead to a series of federal regulation ef-
forts to protect children on the Internet.
Amongthe six regulations concerning children
and the Internet, CIPA is particularly important
for several reasons: (a) It has been considered
constitutional and implemented the most widely
in the United States (despite that the American
Library Association and other free speech advo-
cates have been challenging it for violating the
first amendment), compared to the Child Online
Protection Act of 1998 that the Supreme Court
ruled unconstitutional. (b) Itis the typical strategy
using by all the five Internet-children regulations in
restricting Internet access for children, compared
to the Children’s Television Act that primarily re-
quires offering educational programs for children.
(c) It represents the latest federal strategy to be
adopted, given that the Deleting Online Predators
Act of 2006 and the Internet Safety Education
Act of 2007 are both still in the debating stage.
(d) It has drawn the largest amount of public at-
tention and has become the focal point of legal
issues related to the Internet and children among
parents, policy makers, researchers, and other
concerned parties. Thus, CIPA can be considered
as the most representative and best known federal
policy among the Internet-related regulations and
is the primary focus of the present chapter.
CIPA consists of nine sections, including five
major sections specifying two major strategies



15 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/high-school-students-benefit-children/39293

Related Content

Perceived Usefulness of Emoticons, Emojis, and Stickers in Text Messaging: Effect of gender
and Text-Messaging Dependency

Shogo Kato, Yuuki Katoand Yasuyuki Ozawa (2018). International Journal of Cyber Behavior, Psychology
and Learning (pp. 9-23).
www.irma-international.org/article/perceived-usefulness-of-emoticons-emojis-and-stickers-in-text-messaging/222775

Perceived Impacts as User Experience Components in Mobile News Making With Smartphones
Heli Vaataja (2019). Multigenerational Online Behavior and Media Use: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools,
and Applications (pp. 975-996).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/perceived-impacts-as-user-experience-components-in-mobile-news-making-with-
smartphones/220986

Volunteered Surveillance

Subhi Can Sargollt, Erdem Aksakal, Mine Galip Koca, Ece Aktenand Yonca Aslanbay (2019).
Multigenerational Online Behavior and Media Use: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications (pp.
1282-1300).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/volunteered-surveillance/221004

Social Activism in the ‘Blackosphere': The Jena 6 Case

Lynette Kvasny, Fay Cobb Paytonand Kayla D. Hales (2010). Interpersonal Relations and Social Patterns
in Communication Technologies: Discourse Norms, Language Structures and Cultural Variables (pp. 18-
31).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/social-activism-blackosphere/42853

Loneliness and Problematic Internet Use Among Young Adults

Arya Mohanand Syam Kaithavalappil Ravindran (2020). International Journal of Cyber Behavior,
Psychology and Learning (pp. 19-30).
www.irma-international.org/article/loneliness-and-problematic-internet-use-among-young-adults/255158



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/high-school-students-benefit-children/39293
http://www.irma-international.org/article/perceived-usefulness-of-emoticons-emojis-and-stickers-in-text-messaging/222775
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/perceived-impacts-as-user-experience-components-in-mobile-news-making-with-smartphones/220986
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/perceived-impacts-as-user-experience-components-in-mobile-news-making-with-smartphones/220986
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/volunteered-surveillance/221004
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/social-activism-blackosphere/42853
http://www.irma-international.org/article/loneliness-and-problematic-internet-use-among-young-adults/255158

