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ABSTRACT

The chapter provides a comprehensive approach to learning contextual and task-​
specific prompting, two essential components for enhancing interactions with AI 
language models. Initially, the chapter examines the significance of contextual 
prompting. The chapter then explores task-​specific prompting, illustrating how 
prompts can be tailored to meet the distinct requirements of diverse jobs, ranging 
from factual questions to creative content development. The chapter then address 
the challenges of prompts in a multi-​lingual and cross-​cultural setting, and how 
best tackle these challenges. At the end, we look at how we see the future of con-
textual prompting, focusing on adaptive prompts, personalized prompt design, and 
ethical considerations. On completing this chapter, readers will have a thorough 
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understanding of how to provide accurate and pertinent prompts that enhance AI 
capabilities, while putting these methods within the broader context of innovation 
in AI applications

INTRODUCTION

The way we approach problem-​solving across industries has been significantly 
altered by the advancement of sophisticated AI language models in recent years. AI 
applications are both impactful and diverse, ranging from aiding customer service 
interactions and content generation to assisting with sophisticated data analysis. 
However, the efficiency of these applications is frequently strongly dependent on a 
seemingly little but critical factor: the way we word our requests, known as prompting.

One could define the word 'Prompting' as a way of giving instructions to a Lan-
guage Model to generate a desired response. Prompting may appear simple at first, 
but it is both an art and a science. Language models evaluate language using patterns 
derived from large datasets; yet, in the absence of specific and well-​structured cues, 
these patterns may generate generic, irrelevant, or incorrect responses. As a result, 
to fully utilize AI's capabilities, it is necessary to understand how prompts might 
be designed to improve specificity and relevance. This chapter looks at two critical 
methods for effective prompting: contextual prompting and task-​specific prompting.

1. 	 Contextual Prompting: Provides detailed and relevant background information 
in prompts to assist the AI in understanding the context or intent of the request.

2. 	 Task-​specific Prompting: Customizes the prompt to address the distinct de-
mands of a task, directing the AI to synchronize its responses with specified 
objectives or frameworks.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND EVOLUTION 
OF PROMPT ENGINEERING

As there have been advancements in AI over the years, Prompt engineering 
has also evolved alongside it, from rule-​based expert systems to the sophisticated 
language models of today.
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