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ABSTRACT

Mount Kailash, venerated by Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, and Bon traditions, is among
Asia’s most sacred pilgrimage sites. Located in China’s Tibet Autonomous Region,
the mountain holds deep spiritual importance while simultaneously occupying
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a geopolitically sensitive border zone shared by China, India, and Nepal. This
research critically investigates Mount Kailash’s cultural heritage value and the
complex challenges related to its protection, accessibility, and governance. Using
frameworks from cultural geography, heritage studies, and political ecology, the
study explores how border disputes, militarization, and restricted pilgrim access
have rendered Kailash a contested spiritual and political landscape. Through policy
analysis, archival research, and documented ethnographic accounts, the research
identifies how state-led narratives and infrastructure projects reshape heritage
practices and ritual ecologies. Emphasizing conflict-sensitive approaches, the study
proposes frameworks that integrate religious rights, ecological sustainability, and
regional diplomacy.

1. INTRODUCTION

Overview of Mount Kailash: Location, Spiritual
Legacy, and Contemporary Significance

Mount Kailash, situated in the remote western reaches of the Tibet Autonomous
Region (TAR) of China, rises to an altitude of 6,638 meters (21,778 feet) in the
Gangdise range of the Transhimalaya. The mountain is considered one of the most
sacred natural sites in Asia, revered by four major religious traditions: Hinduism,
Buddhism, Jainism, and the ancient Bon religion (Sarao, 2014). Despite its relative-
ly modest height compared to Himalayan peaks like Everest, Kailash commands
unparalleled spiritual authority. According to Hindu belief, it is the abode of Lord
Shiva and the cosmic center of the universe. Tibetan Buddhists regard it as the home
of the tantric deity Demchok (Chakrasamvara), representing supreme bliss. For
Jains, it is the site where their first Tirthankara, Rishabhanatha, attained liberation.
The Bon tradition venerates Kailash as the sacred seat of the sky goddess Sipaimen
(Callewaert, 2013).

Surrounding the mountain is a 52-kilometer circumambulation route known as
the “kora,” which pilgrims from multiple faiths undertake to gain spiritual merit.
Unlike many pilgrimage sites, no one is permitted to climb Mount Kailash out of
respect for its sacred status, a rare example of a peak that remains unclimbed due
to religious and ethical reasons (Joldan et al., 2022).

Contemporarily, Mount Kailash has emerged not only as a religious epicenter
but also as a geopolitical touchpoint due to its proximity to the borders of India,
Nepal, and China (Raza, 2021). Pilgrimage access, particularly for Indian citizens,
is subject to bilateral agreements between India and China and has been period-
ically disrupted due to diplomatic tensions (Deepak, 2025). Moreover, China's

324



26 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/protection-and-challenges-of-mount-

kailash-as-a-sacred-pilgrimage-site-in-the-context-of-

geopolitics-and-conflict/389540

Related Content

It Is Time to Go Public: Public Sociology and Community Policing in Nigeria
Aminu Musa Audu (2022). International Journal of Public Sociology and Sociotherapy
(pp. 1-13).

www.irma-international.org/article/it-is-time-to-go-public/314598

Developing a Community of Learners From Culturally and Linguistically
Diverse Backgrounds With Social Justice and Inclusive Critical Literacy
Practices

Shadrack Gabriel Msengi (2021). Designing Culturally Competent Programming for
PK-20 Classrooms (pp. 60-78).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/developing-a-community-of-learners-from-culturally-and-

linguistically-diverse-backgrounds-with-social-justice-and-inclusive-critical-literacy-
practices/263991

The Effects of Colonisation on Endangered Indigenous African Languages in
Africa

Oluwole Olumide Durodoluand Samuel Maredi Mojapelo (2024). Evaluating
Indigenous African Tradition for Cultural Reconstruction and Mind Decolonization (pp.
10-25).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-effects-of-colonisation-on-endangered-indigenous-

african-languages-in-africa/354746

A Cross-Cultural Investigation Into EMI Instruction: Anglophone vs. Non-
Anglophone Context

Olga Kvasova, Tamara Kavytska, Carolyn Westbrookand Kevin W. Westbrook
(2022). Handbook of Research on Multilingual and Multicultural Perspectives on
Higher Education and Implications for Teaching (pp. 134-153).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-cross-cultural-investigation-into-emi-instruction/297942



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/protection-and-challenges-of-mount-kailash-as-a-sacred-pilgrimage-site-in-the-context-of-geopolitics-and-conflict/389540
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/protection-and-challenges-of-mount-kailash-as-a-sacred-pilgrimage-site-in-the-context-of-geopolitics-and-conflict/389540
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/protection-and-challenges-of-mount-kailash-as-a-sacred-pilgrimage-site-in-the-context-of-geopolitics-and-conflict/389540
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/protection-and-challenges-of-mount-kailash-as-a-sacred-pilgrimage-site-in-the-context-of-geopolitics-and-conflict/389540
http://www.irma-international.org/article/it-is-time-to-go-public/314598
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/developing-a-community-of-learners-from-culturally-and-linguistically-diverse-backgrounds-with-social-justice-and-inclusive-critical-literacy-practices/263991
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/developing-a-community-of-learners-from-culturally-and-linguistically-diverse-backgrounds-with-social-justice-and-inclusive-critical-literacy-practices/263991
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/developing-a-community-of-learners-from-culturally-and-linguistically-diverse-backgrounds-with-social-justice-and-inclusive-critical-literacy-practices/263991
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-effects-of-colonisation-on-endangered-indigenous-african-languages-in-africa/354746
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-effects-of-colonisation-on-endangered-indigenous-african-languages-in-africa/354746
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-cross-cultural-investigation-into-emi-instruction/297942

Culturally Responsive Practices for Engagement in Physical Education
Sohom Saha, Mahendra Kumar Singh, Ritik Meenaand Edi Setiawan (2026). Applied,
Cultural, and Pedagogical Innovations for Fostering Engagement in Physical
Education (pp. 119-148).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/culturally-responsive-practices-for-engagement-in-physical-
education/411564



http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/culturally-responsive-practices-for-engagement-in-physical-education/411564
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/culturally-responsive-practices-for-engagement-in-physical-education/411564

