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ABSTRACT

In the modern world, due to globalization processes, people have come to realize 
the role and significance of cultural heritage in international relations. Cultural 
heritage monuments/samples, sanctuaries, hundreds of churches, monasteries, and 
cathedrals, dozens of museums housing many important relics, and museum reserves. 
Presenting the role of cultural heritage is indeed a good opportunity to increase the 
country's awareness at the international level. In addition, it is also important that 
cultural heritage monuments and sanctuaries in Georgia are distinguished by their 
antiquity. Promoting the protection of cultural heritage in Georgia has almost always 
been a concern of the authorities of all times, which is expressed in the number of 
necessary regulations adopted by them. However, the complexity of the situation 
with respect to occupied territories, as in the example of the Tskhinvali Region, is 
becoming more and more difficult over time.

INTRODUCTION

Historical monuments created by generations of people, which carry the mes-
sage of the past, remain living witnesses of their centuries-​old traditions to this day. 
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Humanity is becoming more and more convinced that people have common values 
and respect historical monuments as a common heritage. The common responsibility 
for their protection for future generations is also recognized. It is the duty of each 
of us to pass on this heritage in all its richness of authenticity to future generations. 
It is noteworthy that for the civilized world, cultural heritage is that part of culture 
that has established, preserved, or restored the meaning of value in the process of 
society's development and is passed down from generation to generation. It is a 
wealth given by ancestors that has been preserved for us. An expression of human 
existence, his creative attitude to the world, a historically formed cultural environ-
ment that determines the face of the country, connects us with the past, gives us 
a solid foundation for the present, and paves the way for the future. Accordingly, 
heritage also reflects the social, economic, or cultural development of any country. 
Understanding and protecting cultural diversity is essential for promoting social 
cohesion, promoting human rights, and ensuring the preservation of heritage. In 
modern times, the progressive world recognizes the importance of preserving and 
promoting cultural heritage.

Culture, as an important tool for protecting the traditional national values of so-
ciety, makes a significant contribution to the development of the country. Therefore, 
one of the important tasks for various countries and the Georgian government is 
to protect/preserve the diversity of cultural heritage, understanding it with modern 
approaches, which is reflected in the large-​scale projects implemented by the gov-
ernment in our country. Generally, the occupied territories are a great pain for the 
country; therefore, the monuments existing in this territory are a subject of constant 
thought for the country.

The protection and development of Georgia's cultural heritage dates back to 
ancient history. The field of monument protection as a field began to emerge in the 
19th century. Since then, agencies have operated under different names and carried 
out nationwide work. In November 2008, the LEPL National Agency for Cultural 
Heritage Protection of Georgia was established with various and highly specific 
directions of cultural heritage protection. It was based on the country's complex 
monuments of national and world importance, representing their unity and legal 
successor.

The aim of the paper:
The paper aims to study, analyze, and present the condition of cultural heritage 

monuments in the occupied territory of Georgia, Tskhinvali region, to demonstrate 
the state's care and involvement, efforts to resolve the issue, as well as international 
approaches, legal decisions, as the best tool for protecting and promoting the trea-
sures of world culture.
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