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ABSTRACT

The issue of “Lost but Found Finances” in Abrahamic traditions is examined in this 
chapter, which also examines theological and ethical viewpoints on financial loss, 
redemption, and restoration. Biblical, rabbinic, and Islamic beliefs on economic 
resilience, debt forgiveness, and divine providence are all examined. Financial 
stewardship, charitable giving, moral responsibility, and faith-​based economic 
revitalization are important topics. The chapter emphasizes how Abrahamic faiths 
offer avenues for monetary recovery and justice through biblical stories and real-​
world applications, placing a strong emphasis on moral wealth management and 
social responsibility.

INTRODUCTION

With an emphasis on the theological, ethical, and practical aspects of wealth 
recovery, this chapter examines the issue of financial loss and restoration throughout 
Abrahamic finance. Financial difficulties are not just economic issues in Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam; they are intricately entwined with moral and spiritual 
teachings. The chapter offers faith-​based strategies for ethical finance and economic 
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resilience by examining how financial redemption is shaped by divine providence, 
debt forgiveness, and collective responsibility.

In the Abrahamic religions of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism, the idea of being 
“lost but found” is a significant and recurrent concept. Sacred stories in all of these 
religions frequently show people or groups going through a period of loss, whether 
it be material, relational, spiritual, or moral, followed by a process of redemption, 
restoration, and rebirth. These journeys entail a deeper transformation that brings 
people closer to divine will, communal obligations, and personal integrity rather 
than just retrieving what was lost.

Judaism emphasizes that worldly riches is both a blessing and a responsibility 
through ideas like Tzedakah (charitable giving) and the restoration of fortunes, as 
demonstrated in the story of Job. In addition to being portrayed as a hardship, financial 
loss is frequently framed as a test of loyalty and character, with acts of justice and 
charity being associated with rejuvenation. Similar themes can be found in Christi-
anity, particularly in the Prodigal Son narrative (Luke 15:11–32), which illustrates 
divine grace and the opportunity of beginning over by showing how financial and 
relationship ruin are followed by forgiveness, reconciliation, and happy restoration. 
Islamic teachings, including Surah Al-​Baqarah (2:261–267) and the concept of Zakat 
(obligatory charity), affirm that generosity, compassion, and ethical stewardship are 
all linked to financial success. Giving guarantees that blessings are perpetuated and 
multiplied, while loss serves as a reminder of reliance on God.

Surah Al-​Baqarah (2:261–267) highlights that wealth donated to charity is multi-
plied rather than lessened, demonstrating that what may appear to be a material loss 
by donating is instead a way to receive benefits and gain from God. In a same vein, 
the mandatory giving practice of zakat represents a redemptive process in which 
money is purified, social justice is implemented, and the contributor is spiritually 
elevated. According to this theory, giving money is transformative rather than 
transactional; it brings society back into balance and reorients people toward relying 
on God rather than wealth. Financial loss is thus reinterpreted in Islamic teachings 
via the prism of faith-​driven renewal: what is “lost” in the form of given riches is 
“found” in the form of divine reward, spiritual development, and communal uplift. 
Thus, through ethical transformation perfectly align with the broader Abrahamic 
theme of redemption and restoration through ethical transformation.

These traditions place financial well-​being within a larger moral and social 
framework by recognizing that redemption is not only spiritual but is frequently 
entwined with material rebirth. Restoring lost money is presented as a chance for 
increased service, humility, and alignment with divine purpose rather than as a return 
to self-​centered accumulation. Abrahamic communities' current views on money, 
poverty, charity, and social duty are still influenced by this religious worldview.



 

 

36 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/lost-but-found/388856

Related Content

Exploring Bilingual Dynamics: Students' Perspectives in Islamic Studies

Classrooms Across English and Arabic Medium International Schools
Syeda Rabia Tahir (2024). International Journal of Contemporary Islamic Studies (pp.

1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-bilingual-dynamics/360654

Impact of Spiritual Resources Within the Health Impairment Process of the

Job Demands Resources Model Across Diverse Geographical Regions
Henry Shililu (2022). Handbook of Research on Integrating Spirituality in Modern

Workplaces (pp. 277-306).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-spiritual-resources-within-the-health-impairment-

process-of-the-job-demands-resources-model-across-diverse-geographical-regions/298186

DEI and Imago Dei: Where Secular and Faith Traditions Collide
Stephanie Loomisand Kelly Fruchey (2023). The Role of Faith and Religious Diversity

in Educational Practices (pp. 62-89).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/dei-and-imago-dei/329526

Exploring Bilingual Dynamics: Students' Perspectives in Islamic Studies

Classrooms Across English and Arabic Medium International Schools
Syeda Rabia Tahir (2024). International Journal of Contemporary Islamic Studies (pp.

1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-bilingual-dynamics/360654

The Forgotten Widows of Vrindavan in India
Rekha Pande (2020). Religion and Theology: Breakthroughs in Research and

Practice  (pp. 61-77).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-forgotten-widows-of-vrindavan-in-india/246178

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/lost-but-found/388856
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/lost-but-found/388856
http://www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-bilingual-dynamics/360654
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-spiritual-resources-within-the-health-impairment-process-of-the-job-demands-resources-model-across-diverse-geographical-regions/298186
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/impact-of-spiritual-resources-within-the-health-impairment-process-of-the-job-demands-resources-model-across-diverse-geographical-regions/298186
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/dei-and-imago-dei/329526
http://www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-bilingual-dynamics/360654
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-forgotten-widows-of-vrindavan-in-india/246178

