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ABSTRACT

This chapter assesses the wave of transformation that generative artificial intel-
ligence (GenAI) can bring for personalised Islamic religious education (IRE). It 
elaborates on how AI-​generated content can make a difference and help create 
spiritually tailored learning experiences based on individual needs and goals. 
Historical practices are compared with modern educational theories to see the up-
take of GenAI in different fields related to IRE (e.g., Quranic recitation and Hadith 
retrieval). The major benefits of AI are thoroughly described, including increased 
learner motivation, engagement, and educator support, alongside the ethical, ped-
agogical, and infrastructural challenges for IRE contexts. The chapter concludes 
with practical recommendations for implementation and strategic planning while 
discussing future trends and research directions. The chapter places generative AI 
in the context of moulding Islamic learning, sensitivity, and responsibility to culture 
and Islamic theology.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic religious education (IRE) is rooted in a tradition that dates back over a 
millennium and is formalised based on the texts of the Qur’an and Hadith. Pedagog-
ical methodologies in IRE have also been established over the centuries (Daun & 
Arjmand, 2018). In this case, the tradition has typically meant a very holistic type of 
pedagogy, developing spiritual and moral dimensions along with the intellectual for 
students’ growth (Sabki & Hardaker, 2013). In the history of Islamic education, the 
IRE system aimed to develop the whole person – spiritually, morally, and cognitive-
ly – rather than mere content conveyance. It has, therefore, proved equally resilient 
and formidable in human and community formation. However, this contemporary 
digital world presents different challenges and prospects from those that classical 
scholars had imagined. Contemporary Muslims live in a world of fast technological 
change and information oversupply, and knowledge has new meanings and forms of 
expression. These changes have inevitably begun to influence Islamic teaching and 
learning methods as well. There is a growing imperative to adapt time-​honoured 
educational practices to the needs and contexts of today’s learners while preserving 
the spiritual authenticity that is central to Islamic pedagogy.

One key educational paradigm gaining attention worldwide is personalised learn-
ing. Personalisation refers to tailoring the learning process to individual learners’ 
needs, abilities, interests, and paces. In secular education, personalised learning 
approaches have been shown to improve student engagement and achievement by 
addressing differences in background knowledge and learning styles (Chan & Hu, 
2023; Jauhiainen & Garagorry Guerra, 2024). Within Islamic religious learning, 
personalisation holds significant promise as well. Every learner’s journey in faith 
is unique – for example, a new convert requires a different approach than a lifelong 
student, and a child memorising Qur’an has different needs than an adult studying 
advanced jurisprudence. Personalised Islamic learning can cater to individual spir-
itual growth by meeting students at their level of understanding and guiding them 
step-​by-​step (Thoriquttyas & Rohmawati, 2024). It allows content to be adjusted to 
one’s proficiency, whether simplifying complex theological concepts for a beginner 
or providing in-​depth sources to an advanced learner (Musolin et al., 2024). Tradition-
ally, Islamic education often achieved personalisation through close teacher–student 
mentorship; an instructor (such as a sheikh or ustadh) would tailor guidance to each 
disciple, granting more attention where needed and challenging students according 
to their capabilities (Abdullah et al., 2023). In contemporary large classrooms or 
online settings, however, such one-​on-​one customisation is harder to implement 
consistently. This gap motivates exploring new methods to personalise learning on 
a scale, ensuring that each student can progress in faith and knowledge optimally.
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