
Copyright © 2026, IGI Global Scientific Publishing. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global Scientific Publishing is prohibited.

97

Chapter 5
Interpreting Literature 
Through an AI Lens:
Cross-​Cultural Dynamics 

and Insights

Muhammad Rapi
 https://​orcid​.org/​0009​-​​0001​-​​6056​-​​9683

Universitas Negeri Makassar, Indonesia

ABSTRACT

This chapter reviews how artificial intelligence (AI) has transformed literary inter-
pretation, promoting cross-​cultural understanding and multidisciplinary methods. 
Researchers may analyze large literary collections, uncover patterns, and study 
national emotional and thematic frameworks using AI technologies like natural 
language processing, sentiment analysis, and machine learning. AI-​driven analysis 
enhances and recontextualizes literary ideas including formalism, structuralism, 
post-​structuralism, and reader-​response. Global literature, folklore, translation, 
and genre evolution case studies show AI's ability to find universal themes and 
cultural differences. Authorship, bias, and data equity are addressed in the chapter 
to promote inclusive and responsible AI use in literary studies. This multimodal 
approach makes AI a powerful tool for understanding literary human expression 
and cultural narratives.
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1. INTRODUCTION TO AI IN LITERARY ANALYSIS

1.1 The Evolution of Literary Criticism

Literary criticism has undergone substantial evolution over the centuries, in-
fluenced by cultural, philosophical, and technical transformations (Bearman et al., 
2023). In its early versions, literary criticism concentrated primarily on the moral 
and aesthetic merits of writings, frequently relying on classical frameworks created 
by intellectuals like as Aristotle and Horace. These frameworks underscored the 
significance of form, organization, and authorial intent, establishing a foundation 
for later critical approaches.

The 20th century was a crucial turning point in literary criticism with the rise 
of diverse theoretical frameworks, such as formalism, structuralism, and post-​
structuralism (McMahon 2023). Formalism emphasized the text, promoting an 
examination that focused solely on literary devices and structures, disregarding 
external influences. Structuralism aimed to reveal the foundational systems of 
meaning that dictate narratives, whereas post-​structuralism contested the concept 
of fixed meanings, highlighting the variability of interpretation.

As the century advanced, the emergence of digital technologies significantly 
impacted literary studies. The advent of digital humanities in the late 20th and 
early 21st centuries provided novel approaches for literary analysis. Researchers 
commenced utilizing computational instruments to analyze extensive text corpora, 
facilitating quantitative studies that were once inconceivable (Wang, 2022). This 
transition not only democratized access to literature but also enabled cross-​cultural 
comparisons by allowing researchers to evaluate texts from various linguistic and 
cultural contexts.

Digital humanities have facilitated multidisciplinary collaboration, integrating 
literature, computer science, and cultural studies. This intersection has resulted in 
creative methodologies like text mining, wherein algorithms are utilized to discern 
patterns and trends inside literary texts (Oberbichler et al. 2022). These methodologies 
have revolutionized scholarly engagement with texts, transitioning from conventional 
close reading to a broader perspective on literary interpretation.

The emergence of artificial intelligence (AI) is catalyzing a further evolution in 
the realm of literary criticism. Artificial intelligence technologies, especially natural 
language processing (NLP) and machine learning, are currently being incorporated 
into literary studies, providing novel instruments for interpretation and analysis 
(Wagner et al. 2022). These breakthroughs provide profound insights into themes, 
sentiments, and cultural settings, hence enhancing our comprehension of literature 
across diverse civilizations.



 

 

24 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/interpreting-literature-through-an-ai-

lens/387197

Related Content

Quantifying the Lemma Massa as a Proper-Name in the John and Massa

Tales: Using Quantitative and Qualitative Pragmatic Methods to Analyze

Common Nouns Used as Proper Names
Floyd Knight (2019). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and Applied

Linguistics (pp. 1-27).

www.irma-international.org/article/quantifying-the-lemma-massa-as-a-proper-name-in-the-john-

and-massa-tales/232229

The Translators' Take on Three Possible Typos in Jorge L. Borges' Story

“Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius”
Marcelo Sanchez (2023). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and

Applied Linguistics (pp. 1-11).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-translators-take-on-three-possible-typos-in-jorge-l-borges-

story-tln-uqbar-orbis-tertius/319311

The Promotion and Rationalization of President Joe Biden's Authority and

Power Through the Art of Persuasion
Min Wang (2024). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and Applied

Linguistics (pp. 1-18).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-promotion-and-rationalization-of-president-joe-bidens-

authority-and-power-through-the-art-of-persuasion/366208

Shifting Towards English Medium Instruction in Higher Education: Teacher

Perceptions
Jolita Horbacauskieneand Evelina Jaleniauskiene (2020). Examining Content and

Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) Theories and Practices (pp. 62-78).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/shifting-towards-english-medium-instruction-in-higher-

education/254737

Mapping the Knowledge Domain of Text Inferencing: A Bibliometric Analysis
Zilong Zhong (2023). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and Applied

Linguistics (pp. 1-18).

www.irma-international.org/article/mapping-the-knowledge-domain-of-text-inferencing/330017

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/interpreting-literature-through-an-ai-lens/387197
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/interpreting-literature-through-an-ai-lens/387197
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/interpreting-literature-through-an-ai-lens/387197
http://www.irma-international.org/article/quantifying-the-lemma-massa-as-a-proper-name-in-the-john-and-massa-tales/232229
http://www.irma-international.org/article/quantifying-the-lemma-massa-as-a-proper-name-in-the-john-and-massa-tales/232229
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-translators-take-on-three-possible-typos-in-jorge-l-borges-story-tln-uqbar-orbis-tertius/319311
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-translators-take-on-three-possible-typos-in-jorge-l-borges-story-tln-uqbar-orbis-tertius/319311
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-promotion-and-rationalization-of-president-joe-bidens-authority-and-power-through-the-art-of-persuasion/366208
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-promotion-and-rationalization-of-president-joe-bidens-authority-and-power-through-the-art-of-persuasion/366208
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/shifting-towards-english-medium-instruction-in-higher-education/254737
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/shifting-towards-english-medium-instruction-in-higher-education/254737
http://www.irma-international.org/article/mapping-the-knowledge-domain-of-text-inferencing/330017

