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ABSTRACT

Higher education is undergoing a profound transformation as institutions face 
financial constraints, shifting student preferences, and the long-​term effects of the 
SARS-​CoV-​2 pandemic. With declining enrollments and rising operational costs, 
universities must adopt innovative strategies to ensure sustainability while main-
taining academic excellence. This book explores key themes—locations, materials, 
scavenging, and frugality—to highlight how institutions can optimize resources, 
repurpose infrastructure, and embrace digital learning. By utilizing sustainable 
materials, minimizing waste, and fostering partnerships with local industries and 
communities, institutions can reduce costs and remain viable. Additionally, strategic 
financial planning and alternative education models can help universities navigate 
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economic uncertainties. With insights from experts, this work presents practical 
approaches to re-​imagining higher education, ensuring its continued relevance in a 
rapidly evolving landscape while upholding its commitment to students and society.

INTRODUCTION TO FINANCIAL CHALLENGES

The higher economy has been deeply affected by the COVID-​19 pandemic, and 
we’re all now working our way through a complex economic mess. The recession 
caused by the pandemic has slashed income and spiked costs for universities, 
which have shifted to remote learning and made other  adjustments. This has led to 
financial insecurity  and the institutions are rethinking their business models and 
sustainability strategies. It has also exposed the weaknesses of the higher educa-
tion sector, ranging from governance issues, labor organization,  and international 
cooperation. Those challenges are exacerbated by macro-​environmental and high 
geopolitical uncertainties, which  impede recovery and adaptation processes for 
higher education institutions. These are the areas I want to cover in more detail for 
higher ed in the rest of this post and we’ll also take a look at the financial landscape 
of higher ed following the  pandemic.

Financial Instability and Adaptation

• 	 The recession that the  pandemic brought to the world caused a drop in in-
come for institutions by the fewer amount of students and increasing opera-
tional costs due to the necessity of transferring everything for online courses 
(Wolinsky, 2020).

• 	 New governance and financial strategies have had to be adopted by institu-
tions to counter these financial challenges, frequently by invoking value-​for-​
money discourses (Hall, 2024).

• 	 Although the response to pandemics should be further studied, pandemic 
mitigation tactics can even disrupt financially sound organizations and  call 
for new sustainable business models (Pavlov & Katsamakas, 2021).

Labor and Organizational Challenges

• 	 The pandemic has caused substantial rework of labour in universities, putting 
their academic staff in a precarious condition and questioning the hegemony 
of  the academia work-​life (Hall, 2024).
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