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ABSTRACT

Religious tourism, a key part of the global travel industry, involves individuals or
groups traveling to sacred sites for spiritual fulfillment, rituals, or to experience
religious heritage. This paper highlights the importance, growth, and effects of
religious tourism, focusing on major pilgrimage destinations, traveler motivations,
and socio-economic outcomes. Religious sites serve not only spiritual purposes but
also foster cultural exchange and contribute to local economic development. The
discussion also addresses challenges such as overcrowding, commercialization,
and the need to preserve the sanctity of these sacred places amid growing tourism.
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INTRODUCTION

A platform for changes in geographical spaces, tourism has grown to be one of
the biggest and most lucrative sectors of the global economy thanks to its distinc-
tive and unique features (Budovich, 2023).Its history is as old as religious tourism
itself, making it one of the most enduring and successful forms of travel in the
world today. It is unaffected by weather conditions. The term “religious tourism”
refers to the practice of tourists visiting cultural, religious, and ritually significant
locations as cultural, ideological, and recreational travelers. One of the traits of
religious tourism is that it frequently involves a large number of passengers and is
not time-dependent, which boosts group tourism's prosperity and typically doesn't
end at one time (Budovich, 2023).Pilgrimage and other religiously driven travel
are among the earliest types of tourism. Religiously inspired travel has grown
significantly over the last 50 years. Scholars from a wide range of disciplines are
increasingly investigating religious tourism, which has developed in a variety of
settings and locales. According to the literature currently available on religious tour-
ism, the declining importance of traditional religious beliefs in modern societies is
driving a growing diversity of tourists(Choe, 2024).The significance of tourism for
the local economy in terms of creating jobs, stimulating the economy, and creating
wealth has been emphasized more than ever in recent years. In this sense, tourism
is seen as a catalyst for development as well as a factor in political and economic
shifts. By employing creative tactics, the tourism industry offers the foundation for
drawing in more visitors, creating revenue, and adding value to the city. As a result,
the majority of nations have already taken into account the potential of tourism in
urban development. The tourism sector is one of the most significant drivers of
the economic growth of both urban and rural communities, and one of its primary
objectives is the economic development of local communities (Budovich, 2023).
The institution of pilgrimage has historically connected religion and tourism, and it
was from this that the phenomenon of religious tourism developed. Although many
studies have looked at how tourism affects places and how locals perceive it, few
have specifically looked at how religious tourism and tourists impact locals who
live in “holy or sacred” places.Economic growth is essential for preserving jobs,
raising taxes, and promoting consumption, all of which work together to lessen
poverty and inequality while improving public services and drawing in investment.
As aresult, nations with slower growth rates actively seek out sustainable economic
growth. A number of crucial elements need to be taken into consideration in order
to accomplish this, including infrastructure and institutional development, tourism
development, financial development, and foreign direct investment (Sun et al.,
2025).Religious tourism significantly contributes to local and national economies
by enhancing income, creating jobs, and fostering sustainable development. This
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