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ABSTRACT

SAR photography has great potential for remote sensing, especially ship identification. 
This study discusses revolutionary SAR picture interpretation advances, including 
ship recognition methods and uses beyond maritime surveillance. We explain SAR 
technology and ship identification issues such as clutter, noise, and environmental 
variability. We suggest novel solutions using machine learning and signal processing 
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advances. We investigate CNNs, RNNs, and deep learning architectures for robust 
ship detection in SAR images. We also study adaptive filtering and wavelet transforms 
to improve detection accuracy and eliminate false alarms. SAR picture interpretation 
has applications beyond ship detection, as this study discusses. These include disaster 
management, environmental monitoring, and maritime security, demonstrating SAR 
technology’s versatility in meeting varied social needs. Sentinel-​1 and TerraSAR-​X 
are public SAR image interpretation datasets that inform our analysis.

INTRODUCTION

Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) technology has become an indispensable tool 
in remote sensing, offering unparalleled capabilities in capturing high-​resolution 
images of the Earth’s surface. Unlike optical sensors that rely on visible light, SAR 
systems utilize microwave signals to penetrate through clouds, haze, and darkness, 
making them highly effective for imaging in various environmental conditions. The 
versatility and reliability of SAR imagery have propelled its applications across 
multiple fields, including agriculture, forestry, urban planning, disaster monitoring, 
and maritime surveillance (Ronald et al., 2024). Maritime surveillance, in particular, 
stands out as one of the key domains where SAR technology plays a pivotal role. 
With vast expanses of oceans and seas to monitor, traditional surveillance methods 
face significant challenges, especially in remote or adverse weather conditions. SAR 
imagery offers a unique solution by providing detailed and real-​time information 
about maritime activities, including ship detection, identification, tracking, and 
monitoring (Gandhi et al., 2024).

Ship detection using SAR imagery is a critical component of maritime surveil-
lance, serving multiple purposes such as maritime security, safety, environmental 
protection, and maritime domain awareness. Whether it’s monitoring illegal fishing 
activities, detecting vessels engaged in smuggling or piracy, or coordinating search 
and rescue operations, accurate and timely ship detection is essential for ensuring 
effective maritime governance and security (Chunduri et al., 2024). However, ship 
detection in SAR imagery poses several challenges due to the marine environment’s 
complexity and the SAR data’s inherent characteristics. SAR images often contain 
clutter, which refers to unwanted echoes from natural and artificial features such as 
islands, shorelines, buoys, and other vessels. This clutter can obscure the signals 
from ships, making their detection and identification challenging. Additionally, SAR 
imagery is susceptible to noise, artifacts, and speckles, which further complicate 
the task of ship detection.
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