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ABSTRACT

Urbanization had a glacial pace in India for a good period of time. It became active 
only in the 21st century. However, compared to national average, Kerala’s per-
centage of urban population was very high during the 1980-​1990s. But along with 
urbanization, Kerala also faces many challenges like environmental degradation 
caused mainly through unsystematic waste management system. With the support 
of the Clean India Mission and in response to the Supreme Court verdicts, Kerala 
initiated the Suchitva Mission and Haritha Keralam Mission with the tagline of 
‘Clean Kerala’ by effectively managing the waste. This mission functioned with the 
field work of Haritha Karma Sena (Green Task Force), mostly employed by unedu-
cated women. They have provided awareness among the public and systematically 
managed waste with their committed work. However, it also has many drawbacks 
and failures with regard to its implementation. In line of above, this chapter tries 
to critically analyze the Haritha Karma Sena model of waste management in order 
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to examine whether it is a suitable model of waste management.

1 INTRODUCTION

The globe has experienced a significant evolution and growth in the post-​
Industrial Revolution period. One of the prime changes is in the nature of society, 
from agrarian to industrial. This also shifted the society from rural to urban (Co-
chran & O’Kane, 1977). Realizing the potential of urban society for educational, 
economic, and social benefits, many people from rural areas moved to urban areas. 
This became intense during the post-​Second World War period. The second half 
of the 20th century further witnessed a huge shift of rural population into the urban 
areas. It started in the Global North but towards the end of the 20th century, with the 
support of globalization, liberalization, and open economy this move became global 
in nature. Besides, technically improved transport and communication facilities 
facilitated domestic and external migration for economic advantages and employ-
ment opportunities. Slowly, the number of cities and urban areas grew enormously 
in size and demography. That is, the world population became more urbanized than 
ever (UNDESA, 2018).

Along with industrialization and urbanization, many vital concerns like unem-
ployment, housing facilities, education, healthcare, sanitation, water supply, and 
waste management became the center of the discussions on policy-​making and 
socioeconomic development. All these required more coordinated action from the 
State agencies. Among all these complexities, the issue of waste management be-
came the most prioritized concern of both urban local bodies (ULBs) and the people 
living in urban areas (Benny, 2022). It is more complex in urban areas compared to 
rural sector. Inappropriate waste management systems cause severe health hazards 
and environmental issues. It even affects the satisfaction of basic rights of people. 
The sustainable development paradigm demands that the development should be 
oriented to build up a sustainable society, sustainable economy, and sustainable en-
vironment (WCED, 1987). But in the absence of proper waste management system, 
this objective becomes meaningless.

Urbanization and waste generation are serious concerns of the most populated 
country, India (Dutta & Jinsart, 2020). Throughout the world, many waste manage-
ment systems can be seen. India also has a variety of waste management systems. 
The city of Indore, the cleanest city in India, has its own very effective and efficient 
waste management system (Pradhan et al., 2025). But this chapter focuses on Haritha 
Karma Sena (HKS), a waste management system designed by the government of 
Kerala, India. The State of Kerala is acclaimed for its 100% literacy and effective 
measures on healthcare. Together with these achievements, it also has a strong plan 
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