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ABSTRACT

In 2023, the Parish Council of S. Miguel de Gandra contacted the Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities of the University of Porto to carry out a scientific study on the town 
of Gandra (Paredes). The aim was to produce a monograph of a historical nature 
with a solid scientific research base and with the local community, the general 
public, as its target audience. This is a concrete example of how academia can and 
should work together with local organisations to enhance heritage and to promote 
tourism, by presenting the public with a book that involves the community itself and 
arouses curiosity to explore the place. Initiatives such as this one are examples of 
how scientific research should not be a closed endeavour exclusive to academia but 
should also be geared towards communities. Initiatives like these seek to promote 
inclusive and transversal education, involving children and young people in a school 
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context, drawing their attention to the rich history of the place, but also to include 
the senior community, feeling valued.

INTRODUCTION

The institutional partnership between academia and municipalities is essential for 
promoting reciprocal development, across social, economic, and cultural dimensions. 
Nevertheless, as Gutpton, Sullivan, and Johnston-​Goodstar (2014) refer, there is still 
ambiguity surrounding how to conceptualize community engagement in ways that 
yield tangible benefits for both universities and local communities. This connection 
is crucial for several reasons, as outlined below.

First and foremost is the transfer of knowledge. Higher education institutions 
serve as centers for the production and dissemination of knowledge. Connecting with 
local municipalities enhances the potential for transferring technologies, scientific 
research and innovative practices that directly address local needs. Such partner-
ships enable the practical application of academic knowledge, creating real-​world 
impact and improving quality of life for local populations. Therefore, universities 
are uniquely positioned to take on leadership roles within collaborative networks 
connecting research units, private stakeholders and public entities (Gambaro, Tarta-
glia & Gugu, 2014, p. 165).

Secondly, collaboration with municipalities enables universities to address a 
wide range of real-​world challenges, including environmental management, public 
health, education, infrastructure development, heritage preservation, and tourism 
valorization. Academic research can and should play a central role in fostering 
sustainable tourism. Through close cooperation, communities and higher education 
institutions can co-​create meaningful experiences that contribute to more rational 
and sustainable futures (Rinaldi, Cavicchi, & Robinson, 2022, p. 2144).

Thirdly, such partnerships contribute to the strengthening of citizenship. By 
incorporating community discussions and perspectives into academic projects, they 
foster active citizen participation and encourage a sense of belonging and shared 
responsibility. At the same time, these collaborations may provide equal opportuni-
ties for education, social inclusion, and promotion of cultural heritage and tourism 
(Stoica, Chirodea, 2015, pp. 149-​150)

This association between the academic world and municipalities encourages 
local economic development (Gutpton, Sullivan, & Johnston-​Goodstar, 2014, p. 
188), building relationships with local stakeholders and working on co-​creation 
activities in order to achieve sustainable development goals (Rinaldi, Cavicchi & 
Robinson, 2022, p. 2144). By collaborating with municipalities, higher education 
institutions can support entrepreneurship, provide workforce training, and stimulate 
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