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ABSTRACT

The legal concepts of expiration and termination in contract law, though often used
interchangeably in practice, possess distinct theoretical and practical implications
that significantly affect contractual relationships. This paper undertakes a critical
reassessment of the boundaries between expiration—the natural conclusion of a
contract upon fulfillment of its terms—and termination—the active cessation of
contractual obligations prior to their stipulated end. Through doctrinal analysis,
comparative legal perspectives, and examination of recent judicial decisions, this
research elucidates how the ambiguity between these concepts can create legal
uncertainty, especially in complex commercial agreements. The paper proposes
a refined legal framework that distinguishes expiration from termination in both
statutory and common law contexts, providing clarity for courts, practitioners, and
contracting parties. The study contributes to contract theory by enhancing preci-
sion in contractual language and advocating for uniform interpretive standards in
international contract practice.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Contract law serves as the foundational pillar of modern commercial and private
transactions, governing obligations, expectations, and remedies among parties. Within
this legal framework, the distinction between “expiration” and “termination” plays
a pivotal role in the lifecycle of a contract. While expiration denotes the natural
cessation of contractual obligations after a predefined duration or completion of
terms, termination involves an active process of dissolving contractual ties—often
prematurely and sometimes contentiously (Cazac, 2012). Despite their operational
significance, the legal boundaries between these two concepts remain blurred in
many jurisdictions, leading to interpretive conflicts and practical uncertainties. The
increasing complexity of contractual structures, especially in transnational agree-
ments and digital ecosystems, further magnifies these ambiguities (Mhia-Alddin
& Hussein, 2025a; Banta, 2019).

A critical review of existing jurisprudence reveals inconsistent legal treatment
of expiration and termination across common law and civil law systems. Some
courts treat the terms synonymously, while others impose materially different legal
consequences (Dehaini, 2021). This inconsistency is exacerbated by the lack of har-
monized interpretive standards and insufficient doctrinal clarity in contract drafting
and enforcement. The result is a legal gray area that undermines predictability in
contract enforcement, increasing litigation risk and decreasing transactional effi-
ciency (Bradley, 2021; Read et al., 2023).

This paper aims to reassess and redefine the legal contours separating expiration
and termination in contract law. It will examine the doctrinal underpinnings, analyze
comparative legal systems, explore case law interpretations, and propose a unified
theoretical framework to distinguish these concepts more clearly.

Research Questions are:
1. What are the key legal distinctions between expiration and termination
across different jurisdictions?
2. How do courts interpret these terms in cases of dispute, and what legal
consequences follow from such interpretations?
3. What legal or doctrinal reforms can enhance clarity and predictability in
the application of expiration and termination in contract law?

The reassessment of these concepts has both theoretical and practical impli-
cations. Theoretically, this research contributes to a more nuanced understanding
of contract theory and the evolving nature of legal obligations (Grosskopf, 2011;
Holmen-Jensen & Asmoen, 2024). Practically, it offers legal professionals, pol-
icymakers, and contracting parties clearer guidance in drafting, negotiating, and
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