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ABSTRACT

Over the past decade, there have been various discussions about the past, present, 
and future of China-​US relations. Since 2017, when the US National Security Strategy 
labeled China a strategic competitor, this term has consistently been used to describe 
Washington's relationship with Beijing. Examining US National Security Strategy 
documents over the past two decades reveals a shift in perspective from viewing 
China as a responsible actor to a serious and challenging competitor. Regarding the 
US approach to China's neighborhood policy, the main goal of the US Indo-​Pacific 
Strategy is to provide strategic alternatives to weaken China's growing influence in 
its surrounding environment. The US believes that Beijing is striving to establish 
regional hegemony in the Indo-​Pacific, control Taiwan, and dominate disputed areas 
in the East and South China Seas. Therefore, in recent years, the United States has 
expanded and strengthened its network of allies and strategic partnerships in the 
region to counter China's growing influence in the Indo-​Pacific.

DOI: 10.4018/979-8-3373-0938-5.ch005



110

INTRODUCTION

The relationship between China and the United States has always been posi-
tioned along a spectrum of cooperation and competition due to its significance and 
complexity. As a result, trends of cooperation and competition are concurrently 
observable in the relations between these two countries. However, over time, and 
considering the failure of the United States to change China's behavior in a way that 
aligns with its own interests, the perception of a threat from China has increased 
in the U.S. This has led Washington to focus more on the concept of competition. 
This development has progressed to the extent that Americans have introduced the 
concepts of “Strategic Competition” and “Great Power Competition” in numerous 
documents, even declaring the upcoming decade as one based on strategic competi-
tion. From Washington’s perspective, Beijing seeks regional hegemony in the short 
term and global dominance in the long term—an ambition that could potentially 
threaten the position of the United States.

The strategic competition between the United States and China has taken on a 
more serious form since the second decade of the 21st century, with U.S. officials 
prioritizing the response to China's rise and influence in this new era. During 
Obama's presidency, the U.S. initiated a “Pivot to Asia” which designated East 
Asian countries and the Pacific region as focal points for U.S. economic, political, 
and military development. In this context, the U.S. has shifted its focus from mili-
tary costs in Afghanistan to the alliances it leads in the Asia-​Pacific, known as the 
San Francisco system, which secures U.S. political and military hegemony in the 
region. Washington has reduced its security commitments abroad in Europe and 
the Middle East, reallocating resources to increase military budgets and strengthen 
military pacts and alliances in the Asia-​Pacific.

In the past decade, strategic documents from U.S. security and defense institutions, 
along with American think tanks, have increasingly focused on China's emergence 
and the perceived threat it poses to America. By the end of Obama's presidency, 
China had become the focal point of U.S. foreign policy, leading to a strategic shift 
from West Asia to East Asia. During Trump's administration, following Obama's 
trajectory, the U.S. concentrated its strategic focus on the Indo-​Pacific, transform-
ing regional relationships, which were primarily economic and commercial, into 
security and military concerns. In fact, after Donald Trump took office in 2017 and 
identified China as the main threat to U.S. foreign policy in the National Security 
Strategy document, the Indo-​Pacific region entered a new wave of competition, al-
liances, and coalitions. During Biden's administration, alongside the intensification 
of competition between the United States and China, U.S. policies toward China 
in the Indo-​Pacific region also became more robust. U.S. concerns about China's 
growing influence in the Indo-​Pacific region are a recurring theme in its policy 
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