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ABSTRACT

Cultural understanding is a crucial component of legal education, partic-
ularly in an increasingly globalized world. This chapter investigates the
cultural nuances of rejection in Vietnamese criminal litigation and their
implications for international legal education systems. By examining the
techniques and language tactics used to convey rejection in Vietnamese
courtrooms, this study reveals the cultural characteristics that shape legal
interactions. The findings underscore the necessity of integrating these
cultural subtleties into legal education programs, especially for foreign
students and professionals engaging with Vietnamese law. The chapter
aims to provide a framework for incorporating cultural and educational
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requirements into legal curricula, thereby promoting a legal education
system that is globally aware and culturally responsive. This research
contributes to the broader discourse on cultural competence in legal ed-
ucation, highlighting its significance in fostering effective cross-cultural
communication and understanding in legal education

1. INTRODUCTION

Inanincreasingly globalized legal environment, cultural understanding
has become a crucial component of legal education. Legal professionals
and students must navigate not only the complexities of their own legal
systems but also the intricate cultural landscapes of foreign legal tradi-
tions. In this context, the study of how cultural characteristics influence
legal processes is vital. Vietnamese criminal litigation, with its distinct
cultural markers, provides a compelling case for examining how cultural
nuances shape legal communication, particularly in the use of rejection
devices during litigation.

Rejection in criminal litigation serves as a key interactional strategy
between opposing parties, where each side seeks to refute the arguments
of the other while maintaining a certain level of decorum. However, in
Vietnam, the act of rejection carries unique cultural connotations, heav-
ily influenced by societal values around politeness and face-saving. The
concept of “face” (the public image of an individual) plays a significant
role in Vietnamese communication, particularly in adversarial settings like
courtrooms. Rejection, though adversarial by nature, is often mitigated by
linguistic and non-linguistic strategies that seek to minimize confrontation
and preserve the dignity of all parties involved.

This chapter investigates the specific means of expressing rejection in
Vietnamese criminal litigation, focusing on both the linguistic markers
and the cultural values that underpin them. Drawing on the framework of
Illocutionary Force Indicating Devices (IFIDs), as introduced by Searle
and Vanderveken (1985), the chapter examines how these rejection devices
are culturally embedded and how they function to maintain the delicate
balance between assertiveness and politeness in a legal setting. IFIDs,
which include verbal predicates, sentence structures, and situational cues,
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