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ABSTRACT

Among the Shona people of Zimbabwe, religious and cultural beliefs significantly contribute to the 
conservation of natural resources and species. This paper explores how indigenous belief systems can 
be harnessed to protect the environment. The Shona worldview reveres certain trees, forests, springs, 
animals, and shrines as sacred, ensuring their conservation. This sacredness deters tampering and ex-
ploitation, promoting environmental preservation. By respecting these sacred places, the Shona people 
demonstrate a traditional yet effective approach to natural resource conservation.

INTRODUCTION

African traditional religions play a positive role in the conservation of sacred places and certain 
animal species, as seen in the Shona culture and belief system. These religions attribute psychic pow-
ers to the natural environment, viewing it as the abode of gods and goddesses, which in turn promotes 
their protection and encourages conservation. Despite the erosion of these traditional practices due to 
Western influence they remain crucial in preserving the environment by protecting sacred areas from 
exploitation (Eneji et al., 2016).

The indigenous belief systems, as demonstrated in the Shona worlds hold certain places and species 
sacred and encourage their conservation. These systems, which ascribe supernatural powers to specific 
parts of the environment, act as explicit protection areas from exploitation. Taboos and forbidden areas 
associated with worship further promote conservation (Muzondi, 2014). Despite the erosion of these 



belief systems due to western cultural influence incorporating them into contemporary conservation 
efforts can foster sustainable use of natural resources.

The Shona people, among others, hold religious beliefs regarding certain trees, forests, springs, 
animals, and shrines as sacred, which contributes to their conservation. These sacred sites and entities 
are believed to house deities and ancestral spirits, making them untouchable and deserving of respect 
(Mahohoma, & Gundani, 2020). Consequently, the traditional taboo systems, including restrictions on 
access and extractive practices, emerged to protect these sacred spaces from pollution and exploitation. 
Although these cultural practices are evolving, the fear of divine reprisals continues to deter people from 
damaging sacred sites, thus ensuring their preservation.

The Shona culture and religious belief system in Africa place great importance on conserving sacred 
places and certain animal species. This conservation ethic, rooted in the belief that natural environments 
are the abodes of gods and goddesses is reflected in practices like protecting sacred forests, forbidden 
areas, and totemic objects (Eneji et al., 2012). However, the influence of Western religions and cultural 
practices has led to the erosion of these traditional strategies for natural resource conservation (Banda, 
2022). African traditional religion, therefore, is not destructive to the environment but to a greater ex-
tend aims at conservation it. Among the Shona people of Zimbabwe exists beliefs and taboos that when 
properly utilized would be of importance in conserving the environment.

PROBLEM QUESTIONS

The study seeks to address several critical questions. Firstly, it aims to explore how sacralizing 
non-​sacred species and spaces can enhance environmental conservation among the Shona people. This 
question addresses whether extending the sacred status to more species and areas could amplify con-
servation efforts and ensure broader environmental protection. Secondly, the research investigates the 
roles that religious and community leaders can play in promoting and enforcing conservation practices. 
Understanding the influence of these leaders could provide insights into how traditional authority and 
religious guidance can be leveraged to bolster environmental conservation. Finally, the study examines 
the effectiveness of the current legal framework in protecting sacred species and spaces, and identifies 
necessary improvements. This question seeks to assess whether existing laws are adequate and what 
changes could enhance their efficacy in safeguarding these vital ecological and cultural assets.

OBJECTIVES

To address these questions, the study has several key objectives. The first objective is to investigate 
the potential benefits of sacralizing non-​sacred species and spaces for environmental conservation among 
the Shona people. This involves examining whether assigning sacred status to additional species and areas 
could lead to more comprehensive conservation practices and better protection of natural resources. The 
second objective is to assess the roles of religious and community leaders in promoting and enforcing 
conservation practices. This objective focuses on understanding how these leaders can influence com-
munity behavior and adherence to conservation principles, and how their involvement could strengthen 
conservation efforts. The third objective is to evaluate the effectiveness of the current legal framework 
in protecting sacred species and spaces and to recommend necessary improvements. This involves an-

418



 

 

24 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/religion-as-a-catalyst-for-conservation-of-sacred-

spaces-and-endangered-species-among-the-shona-people-of-masvingo-

zimbabwe/379016

Related Content

The Past-Present-Future Conundrum: Extending Time-Bound Knowledge
Ali Intezariand David J. Pauleen (2017). International Journal of Knowledge Management (pp. 1-15).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-past-present-future-conundrum/181287

The Evaluation of the Relative Efficiency of Higher Education Talents Training Based on Data

Envelopment Analysis Model
Jingyuan Huoand Tianyu Liu (2025). International Journal of Knowledge Management (pp. 1-17).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-evaluation-of-the-relative-efficiency-of-higher-education-talents-training-based-on-

data-envelopment-analysis-model/383060

Intellectual Capital Components, Measurement and Management: A Literature Survey of

Concepts and Measures
Babak Sohrabi, Iman Raeesiand Amir Khanlari (2010). Intellectual Capital and Technological Innovation:

Knowledge-Based Theory and Practice  (pp. 1-38).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/intellectual-capital-components-measurement-management/44315

Knowledge Management Process and Organizational Performance in SMEs
Varintorn Supyuenyongand Fredric William Swierczek (2011). International Journal of Knowledge

Management (pp. 1-21).

www.irma-international.org/article/knowledge-management-process-organizational-performance/53236

The Role of Kwa-Khaya Lendaba Cultural Village in the Preservation and Dissemination of

Indigenous Knowledge
Kgakgamatso Suprice Boikanyo, Mothusiotsile Edwin Maditsiand Motheo Thomas Koitsiwe (2025).

Revaluation and Preservation of Indigenous Knowledge Systems in Modern Society (pp. 117-138).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-role-of-kwa-khaya-lendaba-cultural-village-in-the-preservation-and-

dissemination-of-indigenous-knowledge/379106

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/religion-as-a-catalyst-for-conservation-of-sacred-spaces-and-endangered-species-among-the-shona-people-of-masvingo-zimbabwe/379016
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/religion-as-a-catalyst-for-conservation-of-sacred-spaces-and-endangered-species-among-the-shona-people-of-masvingo-zimbabwe/379016
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/religion-as-a-catalyst-for-conservation-of-sacred-spaces-and-endangered-species-among-the-shona-people-of-masvingo-zimbabwe/379016
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-past-present-future-conundrum/181287
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-evaluation-of-the-relative-efficiency-of-higher-education-talents-training-based-on-data-envelopment-analysis-model/383060
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-evaluation-of-the-relative-efficiency-of-higher-education-talents-training-based-on-data-envelopment-analysis-model/383060
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/intellectual-capital-components-measurement-management/44315
http://www.irma-international.org/article/knowledge-management-process-organizational-performance/53236
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-role-of-kwa-khaya-lendaba-cultural-village-in-the-preservation-and-dissemination-of-indigenous-knowledge/379106
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-role-of-kwa-khaya-lendaba-cultural-village-in-the-preservation-and-dissemination-of-indigenous-knowledge/379106

