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ABSTRACT

Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) have a significant impact 
towards designing more engaging and meaningful learning experiences in the 
context of English as a foreign language (EFL). The main objective of this study is 
to analyze the readiness of EFL pre-​service teachers to select credible and reliable 
digital resources. The method followed to collect the data was qualitative, as the 
survey consisted of a semi-​structured interview with open-​ended questions provid-
ed to EFL Primary pre-​service teachers. The results shed light on the fact that the 
majority of them followed no compelling criteria to select digital resources. The 
main conclusions extracted are that there is still so much work to do with regard to 
digital training for future teachers, and that they must be aware of the importance 
of becoming digitally competent, as it will let them always be updated in terms of 
digitalization.

INTRODUCTION

The rapid incorporation of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 
in current society, as well as their rapid evolution, affect citizens' performance. This 
sudden incorporation requires their training in order to acquire a series of expected 
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competences in the use of digital tools in their daily lives (Kuchai et al., 2022). The 
reality of this ICT inclusion, does not only affect to society in general, it also has a 
key role in achieving 21st century educational demands, that pretend both learners 
and educators to become fully skilled in aspects such as critical thinking, commu-
nication, collaboration, information literacy, media literacy, or technology literacy, 
among others (Hummel, 2024). In relation to some researchers, the implementation of 
such skills may transform the learning process into a more engaging and motivating 
experience for learners (Harandi, 2015; Elshareif & Mohamed, 2021).

The main focus of 21st century educational demands rely on communication 
and digital tools use in educational environments (González-​Pérez & Ramírez-​
Montoya, 2022). This fact makes the English as foreign language (EFL) classroom 
an ideal context to work on the simultaneous development of digital and language 
competences, as some studies highlight the benefits that both have on learners 
(Luka & Seniut, 2019). In the case of language competence, it must be said that 
other competences are included under this umbrella term, which nomenclature can 
vary depending on the author, the framework or the policy document considered. 
In table 1, some examples are shown.

Table 1. Different competences included under the umbrella term “language com-
petence”, depending on the author or organization

Author / Organization Language competence subdivision

Tarango & Machin-​Mastromatteo [2017] Information competences, linguistic competences and 
communication competences

European Frameworks of Reference for 
Language 
Competences [2020]

Linguistic competence, sociolinguistic competence and 
pragmatic competence

Key Competences for Lifelong Learning 
Framework [2019]

Literacy competence and multilingual competence

Despite the fact of having different competences under the language competence 
umbrella term, what some authors started highlighting more than a decade ago, is 
that there exists an overlapping of digital and language competences, that make 
the EFL classroom an ideal environment to let students become proficient in both 
(Tănase-​Robescu, 2010; Ferrari, 2013; Tarango & Machin-​Mastromatteo, 2017; 
Kure et al., 2022). This suitable context makes second language learning easier, as 
digital tools provide the students with numerous resources that have a beneficial 
impact on them.

The main advantages derived from the ICT use in the EFL classroom are the 
following ones (Sabiri, 2020):
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