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ABSTRACT

Africa’s transition to a digital and blue economy presents immense sustainable economic growth and
development opportunities. This chapter examines the current state of these emerging sectors, focusing
on Nigeria’s early-stage efforts to harness their potential. The Blue Economy contributes significantly to
Africa’s GDP, while the digital economy has similarly transformative effects linked to increased mobile
broadband penetration in sub-Saharan Africa. However, Nigeria’s regulatory frameworks for both the
blue and digital economies need to be translated into actionable strategies. This chapter explores existing
policies and initiatives, such as the establishment of Nigeria's Ministry of Marine and Blue Economy in
2023 and the African Union’s Digital Transformation Strategy for Africa. It identifies key gaps in policy
and regulation. It proposes strategies for creating a more robust and cohesive framework that supports
sustainable development, economic resilience, and innovation across the blue and digital economies.
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INTRODUCTION

Africa’s economic potential is immense, offering substantial opportunities for transformation across
all sectors. With the right regulatory framework, these changes can lead to significant social benefits. As
Africa transforms, the necessity for African economies to transition to both a digital and blue economy
has never been more urgent. The African Union estimates that the Blue Economy currently generates
nearly US$300 billion for the continent, creating 49 million jobs in the process (World Bank, 2022).
Moreover, the International Telecommunication Union’s 2018 study highlights that a 10% increase in
mobile broadband penetration in low-income economies results in a 2% increase in GDP, while in sub-
Saharan Africa, the impact is even more pronounced at 2.5% (ITU, 2019). These figures underscore the
critical role of digital connectivity in driving economic growth and development.

Countries like South Africa, Seychelles, and Mauritius are already benefiting from a well-managed
blue economy. For instance, Seychelles leveraging on its Blue Economy saw its tourism sector contribute
approximately 16.5% of the GDP (Agbetiloye 2023). From the Digital Economy perspective, The European
Investment Bank (EIB) in a 2021 report observed that the number of broadband connections in Africa
reached 526 million by year-end 2019, representing over a 120% increase from 2017. These advances in
the continent’s digital and blue economy illustrate the substantial economic gains that can be achieved
through strategic investments and policies in the blue economy (European Investment Bank, 2021).

For Nigeria, with its vast coastline and significant digital potential, the journey toward harnessing the
blue and digital economy is still in its early stages. Despite the potential for significant contributions to
GDP, job creation, and sustainable development, the current trajectory needs evaluation and repositioning
to achieve maximum impact. In 2023, the Nigerian government created the Ministry of Marine and Blue
Economy as well as a Ministry overseeing the digital economy (Agbetiloye, 2023) While these moves
demonstrate a commitment to unlocking economic potential, there is a pressing need for a robust policy
framework to guide actions in these sectors. It is within this gap that this proposal finds its thrust. It
attempts to provide information that could guide policy formulation for a resilient and sustainable blue
and digital economy in Nigeria and by extension the African sub-region.

Nigeria's regulatory framework for the blue economy is currently fragmented and outdated. Existing
laws such as the Sea Fisheries Act of 1992 and the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency
Act of 2007 do not adequately address contemporary issues and opportunities within the blue economy.
For example, the Sea Fisheries Act lacks provisions for tackling Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated
Fishing (IUUF), leading to significant economic losses. In 2022, Nigeria established the Expanded
Committee on Sustainable Blue Economy in Nigeria (ECSBEN) to align strategies with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), the 2052 Africa Integrated Maritime Strategy, and the United Nations 2030
Agenda (Anammah & Ezeminyulu, 2024) However, translating these visions into actionable policies
requires a comprehensive regulatory framework that addresses both traditional and emerging maritime
activities.

Similarly, the digital transformation in Africa is being shaped by various initiatives. The EU-Africa
Digital Economy Task Force (DETF) established in 2019 aims to foster cooperation and develop pol-
icy recommendations to address the challenges of digitalization in Africa. The African Union’s Dig-
ital Transformation Strategy for Africa (2020-2030) sets specific objectives, including universal and
affordable access to broadband, e-skills development, cybersecurity, and digital legal identity. These
objectives align with the goals of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the Smart
Africa Alliance, which seek to harness digital opportunities for industrialization and economic resilience
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