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ABSTRACT

In the information driven society OERs facilitates quality educational resources
to the community without expecting anything in return. Here, researcher attempts
to understand the utilization level of these resources among the college students.
The study aims to evaluate the attitude of college students from rural area towards
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and Open Educational Resources
(OERs) and the necessity of using OERs among students which will shed light on
the internet access, and learning methods. The sample taken from arts and science
college students located in Pudukkottai District, Tamil Nadu, India. Samples of 649
were taken from the total population of 26449 students. Most of the respondents
came to know about OERs through their teachers and started using it from less than
a year before. Furthermore, it was found that librarians were playing a vital role
in familiarizing students and teachers with OERs.
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INTRODUCTION

In the modern world, the sharing and improvement of knowledge have become
prevalent. However, there’s a noticeable shift as people now market their knowl-
edge, aiming to monetize valuable intellectual information. Despite this trend, the
emergence of Open Educational Resources (OERs) has facilitated better learning for
students within this knowledge-driven market. OERs encompasses a wide range of
freely available resources like textbooks, media, modules, PDF files, podcasts, case
studies, articles, videos, and more, offering convenient access to quality intellectual
materials without cost.

This study focuses on how students from the Arts and Science colleges of
Pudukottai district utilize Open Educational Resources and the benefits they gain
from doing so. Additionally, it explores the barriers they encounter while accessing
OERs information. The primary goal of this research is to raise awareness among
students about the potential of Open Educational Resources and to examine the
various opportunities and challenges they bring to the modern educational system.
By understanding these dynamics, we can foster a more inclusive and effective
learning environment.

Need for the Study

The current state of college students is primarily attributed to insufficient re-
sources, funding, and manpower. This study aims to explore the potential of Open
Educational Resources (OERs) in higher education and examine their role in en-
hancing the educational skills of students beyond their regular coursework. OERs
offer diverse resources sourced from various educational centers, contributing to
the development of education in India. The majority of students in the rural areas of
Pudukkottai district are facing numerous challenges. To address these daily hurdles,
college students require access to ICT tools and resources through Open Educa-
tional Resources. This approach holds the promise of overcoming demographic,
financial, and geographical barriers, facilitating lifelong learning and personalized
knowledge acquisition.

Review of Literature

Elmunsyah et al. (2020) attempted to develop a new curriculum in Indonesian
state universities to overcome the problems raised along with Industry 4.0 using
the theme Life-Based Learning. Internet, social media, smart phones, and online
platform-based learning methods are more acclaimed methods of teaching to this
generation of students. An online portal was introduced in support of this initiative,
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