
Copyright © 2025, IGI Global Scientific Publishing. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.

1

Artificial Intelligence and 
Student Engagement:
Drivers and Consequences

Partap Singh
 https://​orcid​.org/​0000​-​​0002​-​​4653​-​​7984
Lovely Professional University, India

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is revolutionizing education by significantly enhancing 
student engagement. This study examined the impact of AI-​driven technologies, such 
as personalized learning algorithms, intelligent tutoring systems, and AI chatbots 
on student learning experiences in a postsecondary undergraduate and graduate 
education setting. Key findings reveal that AI improves engagement through per-
sonalization, timely feedback, and interactive learning environments. AI's adaptive 
capabilities, which tailor content to individual needs, play a major role in fostering 
deeper student involvement. However, challenges such as data privacy, ethical 
concerns, and the need for equitable access to technology remain prevalent. This 
study underscores AI's transformative potential while recognizing the complexities 
of its ethical and practical implementation in educational contexts.

INTRODUCTION

Student engagement is a cornerstone of effective learning and is closely tied to 
academic success, motivation, and student satisfaction. As educational institutions 
strive to improve learning outcomes, artificial intelligence (AI) is gaining attention as 
a transformative tool in the academic environment. AI technologies have introduced 
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new methods for managing learning processes, offering sophisticated applications 
that support instructional design, content personalization, and student assessment.

By harnessing capabilities such as machine learning algorithms, natural language 
processing, and data analytics, AI can enhance student engagement through tailored, 
interactive, and adaptive learning experiences (Hu & Li, 2017). The shift toward 
AI-​driven educational platforms reflects broader trends in personalizing learning 
pathways, which address the unique needs, preferences, and abilities of individual 
students (Dantas & Cunha, 2020).

AI’s adaptability to diverse learning styles is critical in an era where inclusivity 
and customized learning approaches are prioritized. For instance, AI-​powered plat-
forms are used to optimize language learning, create intelligent content, automate 
administrative tasks, and support personalized feedback. Studies have shown that AI 
interventions can significantly enhance student engagement and achievement, with 
reported improvements in test performance and reduced levels of student anxiety 
(Zawacki-​Richter et al., 2019).

Despite its advantages, the integration of AI into education is not without chal-
lenges. Deep learning applications in education, for example, can suffer from issues 
related to data integrity, algorithmic biases, and limited adaptability to complex 
pedagogical requirements (Perrotta & Selwyn, 2020). The inherent reductionism 
in some AI approaches may overlook critical aspects of cognitive and emotional 
learning processes, potentially impacting student engagement if not adequately 
addressed. Research highlights that while AI can process vast amounts of data, it 
often fails to capture the nuanced, contextual, and humanistic elements of learn-
ing, such as emotional intelligence and metacognitive skills, which are critical for 
holistic education (Holmes et al., 2019). Furthermore, the education sector, which 
is inherently knowledge-​intensive and dynamic, poses unique challenges for the de-
ployment of AI. These include ensuring alignment with pedagogical best practices, 
ethical standards, and equitable access to technology, as well as addressing biases 
embedded in AI algorithms (Williamson & Eynon, 2020).

This chapter explores the dual nature of AI’s role in student engagement—its po-
tential to revolutionize learning and the complexities involved in its implementation. 
Through a detailed examination of AI-​driven engagement mechanisms, challenges, 
and consequences, this chapter aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how 
AI can be optimally leveraged to enhance student engagement while addressing its 
limitations and ethical considerations.
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