
Copyright © 2025, IGI Global Scientific Publishing. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global Scientific Publishing is prohibited.

261

Chapter 11
Writing a Research 

Proposal
Doris Chasokela

 https://​orcid​.org/​0009​-​​0001​-​​5983​-​​8508
National University of Science and Technology, Zimbabwe

Lwazi Sibanda
 https://​orcid​.org/​0000​-​​0002​-​​4523​-​​6549

National University of Science and Technology, Zimbabwe

ABSTRACT

The chapter provides an overview of the essential components of a research proposal 
for academicians in higher education. It includes guidance on developing a research 
question, identifying key sources and literature, and outlining the research meth-
odology. Additionally, it covers the importance of effective abstracts and keywords 
in a research proposal. The chapter provides tips for creating a clear and concise 
proposal that effectively communicates the purpose and goals of the research. This 
chapter discusses the key elements of a research proposal for academicians in 
higher education, including the research question, literature review, methodology, 
and outcomes. It also highlights the role of effective keywords in helping potential 
readers find and understand the research proposal. The research proposal is the 
skeleton or backbone of the research as it is structured in such a way that indi-
cates what the writer intends to do. The mission of having a chapter on writing a 
research proposal is to provide higher education students and researchers with the 
knowledge and skills.
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INTRODUCTION

A research proposal is a formal document that outlines a research project, 
including its objectives, methodology, significance, and expected outcomes. It 
serves as a blueprint for the research project, guiding in planning, conducting, and 
reporting the study. A good research proposal should clearly articulate the research 
question or problem that the researcher aims to investigate, justify the importance 
of the study, and outline the methods to be used to collect and analyse data (Lee et 
al., 2023). It should also demonstrate the researcher’s understanding of the existing 
literature on the topic, highlight the gaps in current knowledge that the study aims 
to address, and propose a plan for disseminating the study findings. By writing 
a strong research proposal, the researcher can ensure that the research project is 
well-​planned, well-​executed, and ultimately contributes meaningfully to the field 
of study. There are several reasons why researchers need a proposal before carrying 
out the main research. A proposal helps to clearly define the research objectives, 
ensuring that everyone involved in the research project, including the researcher, 
stakeholders, and potential funders, understand what the project aims to achieve. 
A proposal provides a clear direction for the research project, helping to guide the 
research design, methodology, and analysis. Research methodology clarity is outlined 
by a proposal, including the data collection and analysis methods, which ensure that 
the research is well-​planned and feasible. The resources needed to carry out the 
research, including personnel, equipment, funding, and facilities are identified by 
a proposal. A well-​written proposal is often required to secure funding or support 
for the research project from institutions, organisations, or government agencies. 
A proposal provides a framework for evaluating the success of the research project 
and holding the researcher accountable for its outcomes. A proposal serves as a 
communication tool, allowing researchers to share their ideas and plans with others, 
including collaborators, supervisors, and stakeholders. In terms of time management, 
a proposal helps researchers plan and manage their time effectively, ensuring that they 
can complete the project within the given timeframe. A proposal helps researchers 
identify potential risks and limitations associated with the project, allowing them 
to develop contingency plans and mitigate potential problems (Kafu, 2023; Nehru, 
Pasoloran, Pongsapan et al., 2023; Padmadewi et al., 2023; Sanak et al., 2023).

Overall, a proposal is an essential step in the research process because it allows 
researchers to clarify their ideas, plan their work, and ensure that their project is 
feasible, well-​managed, and productive. Research proposals are important for funding 
and quality control. Many research projects require funding, and research proposals 
are typically required to apply for funding from grant agencies, universities, or other 
sources. A strong research proposal will help to convince funders that your project 
is worthwhile and will have a positive impact. Research proposals help to ensure 
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