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ABSTRACT

Today’s academicians and academic fraternity are very much dependent on research.
A research proposal, if accepted, provides the funds for smooth performance of
the same. Hence, a proper and concise proposal is required to be drafted for easy
acceptance. This chapter offers a detailed roadmap for academics navigating the
intricate process of research proposal writing. It also provides a thorough exam-
ination of developing a compelling research proposal. Beginning with an explora-
tion of the fundamental principles underlying research proposal construction, the
chapter progresses to issues such as formulating research objectives, conducting
a comprehensive literature review, and designing a robust methodology. Ethical
considerations and budgetary planning are also addressed, ensuring researchers are
equipped to navigate potential challenges ethically and financially. By synthesizing
theoretical frameworks with practical guidance, this chapter serves as an invaluable
resource for academicians seeking to enhance their research proposal writing skills.
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INTRODUCTION

A good proposal should demonstrate how the work integrates with existing
knowledge on the topic and what new perspectives it will contribute to the literature.
It should specify the research question, establish its significance, and outline the
implications of the anticipated answers. The proposal should convincingly argue
the credibility, feasibility, practicality, and reproducibility of the research design to
the evaluation committee [Alreck et al.1995].

TYPES OF PROJECTS
1. Consultancy Projects:

Consultancy projects are typically initiated to provide expert advice, analysis,
or solutions to a client’s specific problem or need [John Wiley et al. 2015]. These
projects are usually short-term, highly focused, and tailored to meet the unique
requirements of the client. They often involve diagnosing issues, recommending
solutions, and sometimes implementing changes.

Example:

e  Project Name: Market Entry Strategy for XYZ Corp.

e  C(Client: XYZ Corporation, a tech startup looking to enter the European
market.
Objective: To develop a comprehensive market entry strategy.
Scope: The consultancy project involves market analysis, competitive anal-
ysis, regulatory environment assessment, and the development of a strategic
plan for market entry.

e  Outcome: A detailed report outlining the market potential, competitive land-
scape, entry barriers, regulatory requirements, and a step-by-step strategy for
entering the European market.

2. Sponsored Projects:

Sponsored projects are typically research or development projects funded by
external organizations such as government agencies, corporations, or non-profit
organizations [Kong, 2017]. These projects often align with the sponsor’s strategic
interests and require detailed proposals outlining objectives, methodology, time-
lines, and expected outcomes. Regular progress reports and final deliverables are
typically required.
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