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ABSTRACT

This chapter explores how problem statements are framed, focusing on their rel-
evance on Africanization in education. By addressing the specific challenges en-
countered in educational research and practice and embracing indigenous African 
viewpoints, the researcher aims to develop solutions that are more attuned to the 
diverse requirements of scholars in African universities. Through a thorough review 
of existing literature, this chapter aims to highlight the importance of well-​written 
problem statements in guiding research efforts, and the potential of Africanization 
to enhance educational practices.

BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

Writing a problem statement in educational research is a crucial initial step that 
defines the focus and direction of the study. However, this task presents considerable 
challenges, particularly within African educational research contexts. Factors such 
as historical, cultural, and contextual complexities heavily shape the development 
of problem statements. It is essential to explore these complexities and incorporate 
African perspectives effectively.

DOI: 10.4018/979-8-3373-0806-7.ch007



170

Historical Context and Colonial Legacies

Writing problem statements in African educational research faces a significant 
hurdle due to historical factors and colonial legacies. Colonialism has deeply influ-
enced African education systems by imposing Western models and marginalizing 
indigenous knowledge systems (Mawere & Ndwamato, 2023; Zeleza, 2016). This 
historical context makes it difficult for the researchers to navigate between the 
enduring impact of colonial educational paradigms and the renewed emphasis on 
indigenous knowledge and methodologies (Mamdani, 2018).

Cultural Context and Epistemological Divergence

African educational research must account for the diverse cultural contexts and 
epistemological frameworks that characterize the continent. Western epistemologi-
cal frameworks often dominate academic discourse, marginalizing African ways of 
knowing and learning (Odora Hoppers, 2015). This dominance presents a challenge 
for researchers aiming to formulate problem statements that are culturally relevant 
and reflective of African educational realities. Embracing African epistemologies 
requires a shift from a universalist perspective to a more pluralistic approach that 
values local knowledge and cultural specificity (Chilisa, 2017).

African educational research faces the challenge of accommodating the conti-
nent's diverse cultural contexts and epistemological frameworks. Academic discourse 
often prioritizes Western epistemologies, sidelining African modes of knowledge 
and learning (Odora Hoppers, 2015). This dominance complicates the task for 
researchers seeking to craft problem statements that accurately reflect African ed-
ucational contexts and are culturally pertinent. Embracing African epistemologies 
necessitates a transition from a universalist viewpoint to a pluralistic approach that 
respects local knowledge and cultural particularities (Chilisa, 2017).

Socio-​Economic and Political Factors

Socio-​economic and political dynamics are important in shaping Africa's educa-
tional landscape. Factors like poverty, political volatility, and insufficient infrastructure 
profoundly influence education systems and, consequently, the research aims and 
problem statements developed by scholars (Brock-​Utne, 2016). Researchers must 
confront these contextual realities to ensure their problem statements accurately 
reflect the genuine challenges faced by educational stakeholders across the continent.
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