Chapter 18
Reassessing the
Paradigm Shift in

Doctoral-Level Research:
A Focus on Old Testament Studies

Menard Musendekwa
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6644-8727

Reformed Church University, Zimbabwe

ABSTRACT

This study undertakes a thorough examination of the shifting paradigms within
doctoral-level research, specifically within the domain of Old Testament Studies. By
critically analyzing traditional methodologies and contemporary advancements, it
aims to shed light on the dynamic evolution occurring within this specialized field
of academic inquiry. Through an exploration of emerging theoretical frameworks,
methodological approaches, and interdisciplinary intersections, this research offers
valuable insights for doctoral candidates and scholars navigating the complexities
of Old Testament research. By re-evaluating established paradigms and embracing
innovative perspectives, this study seeks to enrich scholarly discourse, foster critical
engagement, and contribute to the ongoing advancement of knowledge within Old
Testament Studies.

INTRODUCTION

Doctoral-level research within the field of Old Testament Studies has witnessed
significant paradigm shifts over the years, influenced by advancements in scholar-
ship, changes in societal contexts, and evolving theoretical frameworks. This study
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aims to critically examine these shifts, analyzing both traditional methodologies
and contemporary advancements to provide insights into the dynamic evolution
occurring within this specialized academic domain. By exploring emerging theo-
retical frameworks, methodological approaches, and interdisciplinary intersections,
this research seeks to contribute to the ongoing advancement of knowledge within
Old Testament Studies and provide guidance for doctoral candidates and scholars
navigating this complex landscape.

Old Testament Studies have been significantly influenced by various scholars
and their seminal works. For instance, the contributions of scholars like Blenkinsopp
(2000) and Childs (1979) have laid foundational perspectives in understanding the
Pentateuch and the Old Testament as scripture, respectively. Furthermore, Collins
(2004) provides a comprehensive introduction to the Hebrew Bible, highlighting
the critical and theological dimensions that have shaped contemporary scholarship.

Emerging theoretical frameworks and interdisciplinary approaches have become
increasingly prominent. Works such as those edited by Gertz, Schmid, Berlejung,
and Witte (2012) illustrate the integration of literature, religion, and history in Old
Testament studies. This multidisciplinary perspective is crucial for understanding
the complexities within the Old Testament narratives.

Methodological advancements have also played a significant role. For example,
Leuchter and Lamb (2016) delve into Israel's historical literature, offering new in-
sights into the historical writings. Similarly, Longman III and Enns (2008) provide
adetailed exploration of the wisdom, poetry, and writings within the Old Testament,
reflecting contemporary scholarly advancements.

Theological and critical introductions by scholars such as Sweeney (2005) offer a
nuanced understanding of the Jewish Bible, emphasizing the theological dimensions
that continue to influence Old Testament studies. Additionally, Van Seters (1997)
provides a historiographical perspective, particularly focusing on the Yahwist as a
historian in Genesis.

The mission-oriented narratives and theological underpinnings discussed by
Wright (2006) further exemplify the evolving landscape of Old Testament studies,
underscoring the ongoing dialogue between traditional interpretations and contem-
porary understandings.

Thomas Kuhn's seminal work, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, introduced
the concept of paradigm shifts, highlighting the transformative nature of scientific
inquiry. Kuhn posited that later scientific theories often surpass their predecessors in
solving puzzles withinevolving environments (Kuhn, 1970). This notion of paradigm
shift, aptly applied by Rendtorff to theological discourse, has garnered consensus
within the theological discipline (Bartholomew, 1998). Al Gore's commentary on
Kuhn underscores the inevitability of established theories succumbing to the weight
of new observations, rendering them obsolete (Gore, 1996).
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