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ABSTRACT

This chapter discusses the dissertation's qualitative methodology selection criteria. 
To understand complex human and social events, qualitative research emphasizes 
participants' views to generate rich, detailed insights. This chapter discusses eth-
nography, phenomenology, grounded theory, and narrative analysis, each suitable 
for different study contexts. Discussing research questions, methods, theoretical 
frameworks, and practical restrictions. The chapter also discusses ethical issues that 
protect research integrity, including informed consent and confidentiality. This study 
evaluates purposive, snowball, and theoretical sampling for data collection. Details 
on interviews, focus groups, and participant observation emphasize their function 
in acquiring complex data. The chapter concludes with thematic, grounded theory, 
and narrative analysis, which is essential for qualitative data interpretation. The 
chapter provides a detailed summary of these factors to help dissertation scholars 
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make informed methodological choices for rigorous, ethical, and meaningful research.

INTRODUCTION TO QUALITATIVE 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

Qualitative research is a critical and increasingly prominent feature of scholarly 
inquiry across various academic disciplines, particularly education (Jones et al., 
2021; Hays & McKibben, 2021; Hong & Cross Francis, 2020; Yadav, 2022). The 
primary principle of qualitative research is understanding the inquiry as an integrat-
ed process from the participants' perspectives. This approach privileges subjective 
human lived experiences over purely objective data, offering rich, detailed insights 
into phenomena. Qualitative research methodologies are commonly used in social 
science disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, and psychology (Priya, 2021; 
White & Cooper, 2022). Researchers employ qualitative methodologies to capture 
in-​depth details about or examine the phenomenon (Priya, 2021; Urcia, 2021). The 
participants' perspective, or the “insiders' view,” is central to this endeavor, making 
qualitative research particularly effective for studies that require a nuanced under-
standing of human behavior and social contexts.

Various qualitative methodologies are available for scholarly research projects, 
each suitable for different inquiries (Morse, 2020; Pratt et al., 2022; Yadav, 2022). 
An appropriate qualitative methodology is essential for doctoral research and disser-
tations, representing many graduate students' culminating projects. These projects 
often emphasize participant interactions and require substantial data collection. 
Direct observation and in-​depth interviews are commonly used to gather primary 
data, making these interactions some of the most tangible examples of qualitative 
research in dissertation projects.

Qualitative research is fundamentally holistic, focusing on understanding phe-
nomena (Polkinghorne & Given, 2021). Researchers engage in a continuous data 
collection and analysis cycle, iteratively refining their understanding of the data. This 
approach allows for the development of new theoretical insights and contributes to 
the robustness and reliability of the research findings. Given these characteristics, 
qualitative research is often situated within a deductive context, employing induc-
tive reasoning to move back and forth between theory and data (Edwards et al., 
2021; Fridberg et al., 2021). This iterative process ensures that qualitative studies 
are rigorous and produce valuable and reliable results. Furthermore, qualitative re-
search serves as a cornerstone for other types of research, guiding students through 
a multifaceted research process that they can apply to various components of their 
theses and dissertations. In summary, qualitative research methodologies provide a 
rich framework for understanding complex human and social phenomena. They are 
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