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ABSTRACT

This chapter provides a clear and detailed approach to understanding the meth-
odologies crucial for the completion of doctoral research. It briefly describes 
thematic analysis, grounded theory, and narrative inquiry, focusing on the role of 
these qualitative research approaches in a doctoral research study. It guides the 
need for research questions to align with the qualitative methods choices to arrive 
at valid and credible results is a key message in the chapter. The guidelines help 
doctoral investigators understand the basic principles of making and calibrating 
qualitative research instruments and point to the necessity of field tests and expert 
reviews. In addition, the chapter undertakes a discussion on ways of increasing 
data trustworthiness for credibility, dependability as well as confirmability – all of 
which are vital aspects that pertain to the issue of transferability. It also addresses 
explorations of qualitative data analysis techniques, computer-​assisted qualitative 
data analysis systems, and data visualization.
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INTRODUCTION

Exploring the scene of subjective exploration in doctoral examinations includes 
a thorough comprehension of the different techniques, plan standards, and execution 
methodologies that support thorough and effective exploration. The significance of 
qualitative research, as well as its methodologies and practical considerations for 
doctoral candidates, are examined in depth in this chapter. An Overview of Quali-
tative Research Because it provides rich, in-​depth insights into complex phenomena 
that are frequently difficult to quantify, qualitative research plays a crucial role in 
doctoral studies. Through methods like interviews, observations, and document 
analysis, this method focuses on comprehending the meaning and context of human 
experiences and social processes. According to Denzin, Lincoln, Giardina, and 
Cannella (2023), qualitative research aims to investigate and interpret subjective 
experiences and social realities in contrast to quantitative research, which aims to 
test hypotheses and generalize findings. This method is especially useful in fields 
like education, the social sciences, and the health sciences, where it is important 
to understand how people interact and behave in subtle ways (Tariq, 2025, 2024).

A crucial step in ensuring that a doctoral research project effectively addresses 
its research questions is selecting the appropriate qualitative methodology. The de-
cision of the system ought to line up with the examination objectives, hypothetical 
structure, and the idea of the peculiarities being contemplated (Jones et al., 2021). 
For instance, narrative inquiry may be the most appropriate method if the objec-
tive is to investigate personal narratives and experiences. Conversely, ethnography 
may be more appropriate if the objective is to comprehend social phenomena and 
cultural practices within a particular group (Castell et al., 2022). Narrative inqui-
ry involves collecting and analyzing personal stories to comprehend how people 
make sense of their experiences. Identity and life history research benefit especially 
from this approach. For instance, a researcher examining the effects of professional 
career shifts might employ narrative inquiry to collect in-​depth personal accounts 
of their experiences, gaining profound insight into how they deal with these shifts 
(Bloomberg, 2022). Ethnography is one more huge procedure, zeroed in on concen-
trating on societies and networks through vivid hands-​on work. To get an insider's 
perspective, this method requires researchers to spend long periods of time in the 
community, observing and participating in daily activities. The study of educational 
practices in a particular school to comprehend how cultural and social dynamics 
influence teaching and learning is an example of ethnographic research (Chew et 
al., 2020). The goal of Grounded Theory is to develop theories based on field data. 
When limited theory exists for the subject at hand, this method is especially useful. 
Grounded theory researchers simultaneously collect and analyze data, allowing 
theories to emerge from the data themselves. According to Moz-​Najar Galvez et 
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