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ABSTRACT

The substantial contribution that international treaties provide to the development 
of successful global environmental policies is examined in the chapter “Global 
Environmental Agreements: Shaping International Policy Frameworks”. These 
accords, which were made possible by international cooperation, provide the 
framework for coordinated efforts to address pressing environmental problems 
including pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss. These accords allow 
the interchange of information, resources, and technology that are essential for 
sustainable development by promoting international collaboration. Policies are 
current and beneficial because they are flexible enough to be altered in response to 
new scientific discoveries and technological advances. To provide just and complete 
solutions, the chapter highlights the value of inclusion and promotes the engagement 
of different stakeholders, particularly underprivileged populations.
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1. INTRODUCTION

a) Importance of Environmental Governance

Ensuring sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems depends 
on environmental governance. It includes all of the laws, rules, and organizations that 
control how people interact with the environment, trying to strike a balance between 
ecological preservation and economic progress. Good environmental governance 
promotes a better Earth for coming generations by reducing pollution, biodiversi-
ty loss, and the consequences of climate change. Decision-​making processes are 
made more open, accountable, and transparent when a variety of stakeholders are 
involved, such as governments, non-​governmental organizations, the commercial 
sector, and the general public. Together, we can reinforce and modify governance 
structures while also enhancing the application and enforcement of environmental 
regulations. Effective environmental governance ultimately refers to the systems and 
organizations that facilitate the decision-​making and execution of environmental 
management and policy, as well as the achievement of global sustainability goals 
and the preservation of a constructive relationship between human societies and the 
environment. By striking a balance between the need to preserve natural resources and 
ecosystems and the advancement of the economy and society, effective governance 
guarantees environmental preservation. It includes the intricate interactions between 
international treaties, domestic laws, and non-​state players' proactive involvement, 
including the public, business community, and non-​governmental organizations.

b) Objectives of the Chapter

1. 	 To follow the progression and historical development of environmental laws 
and regulations.

Examining the path from early, sometimes disjointed environmental efforts 
to the complete frameworks in existence today is necessary to trace the historical 
evolution of environmental laws and regulations. Environmental rules were first 
reactive, tackling particular problems like water and air pollution after noticeable 
harm had been done. The first significant regulatory attempts were prompted by the 
tremendous environmental deterioration caused by rapid industrialization, which 
made the Industrial Revolution a watershed moment.

Modern environmental governance was greatly influenced by major worldwide 
turning points like the Stockholm Conference in 1972 and the Rio Earth Summit in 
1992. These incidents brought attention to the necessity of international collaboration 
and led to the creation of important accords such as Agenda 21 and the Stockholm 
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