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ABSTRACT

This chapter examines sustainable waste management practices within the hospitality 
industry, a crucial segment of the global tourist sector that significantly impacts 
environmental health through waste production (Oluwole et al., 2020). Initially, it 
outlines the industry's structure and its role in waste generation, emphasizing the 
necessity for sustainable practices to mitigate environmental harm. The chapter 
highlights the environmental repercussions of poor waste management, includ-
ing pollution and biodiversity loss, stressing the urgency for proactive measures. 
Additionally, it reviews the legal frameworks governing waste management and their 
importance in ensuring sustainability. Strategies for reducing, reusing, recycling, 
recovering, and disposing of waste are discussed, along with the role of technology 
in enhancing efficiency. Case studies illustrate successful initiatives, underscoring 
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sustainable waste management's economic, social, and corporate benefits. These 
benefits include cost savings, improved public perception, and enhanced corporate 
responsibility.

1. INTRODUCTION

The hospitality industry, an essential component of the global tourist sector, 
is widely recognised for delivering lodging, dining, and recreational amenities to 
millions worldwide (Nikolskaya et al., 2019). Although the hospitality business 
excels at offering its customers comfort, elegance, and pleasure, it also encounters a 
significant obstacle when generating waste. Hospitality facilities generate waste daily 
because their operations contribute to ecological deterioration (Oluwole et al., 2020). 
The variety of waste streams is vast, encompassing food waste, packing materials, 
linens, amenities, and disposable products. As a result, the accumulation of waste 
creates environmental issues and brings about logistical and financial difficulties 
for waste management and disposal. Over 45 percent of luxury hotels in India have 
incorporated advanced technology into their food management systems, resulting in 
a significant 30 percent decrease in food waste during the previous year (Trends in 
food waste reduction, 2024). This chapter discusses sustainable waste management 
in the hospitality sector, focusing on waste generation, environmental impact, legal 
frameworks, and sustainable solutions. It highlights the negative environmental con-
sequences of inadequate waste management, discusses legislative frameworks, and 
discusses sustainable waste management methods. The chapter emphasises practical 
benefits, social responsibility, and future trends in waste management techniques.

The hospitality industry increasingly prioritises sustainable waste management 
practices due to the environmental consequences and societal demands. Sustainable 
waste management involves implementing measures prioritising waste reduction, 
resource efficiency, and environmental stewardship at every stage of hospitality 
operations. By incorporating sustainability concepts into waste management process-
es, businesses can reduce their ecological impact, improve process efficiency, and 
cultivate a favourable brand image among environmentally conscious consumers. 
Adopting sustainable waste management strategies can provide numerous benefits 
to hospitality organisations. Firstly, it reduces the amount of waste sent to land-
fills, relieving pressure on waste disposal facilities and minimising environmental 
contamination. Additionally, it promotes resource preservation through measures 
such as recycling, composting, and waste-​to-​energy conversion, thereby saving 
valuable resources and reducing the release of greenhouse gases. Furthermore, im-
plementing sustainable waste management strategies can lead to financial benefits 
such as decreased waste disposal costs, improved operational efficiency, and the 



 

 

32 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/sustainable-waste-management-

practices-in-the-hospitality-industry/362921

Related Content

Positions of Mobile Phone Brands on University Students' Mind
Tamer Baran (2016). International Journal of Sustainable Economies Management

(pp. 18-28).

www.irma-international.org/article/positions-of-mobile-phone-brands-on-university-students-

mind/161629

Strategic Change Management for Sustainable Digital Transformation:

Leadership, Governance, and Capability Building in Tech-Driven

Organizations
Satya Subrahmanyamand Jeanne A. Kaspard (2026). Leveraging Strategic

Management for a Sustainable Digital Economy (pp. 89-118).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/strategic-change-management-for-sustainable-digital-

transformation/412083

The Value of Climate Change Reporting of Firms: The Spanish Case
Constancio Zamora-Ramirezand Jose M. Gonzalez-Gonzalez (2015). International

Journal of Social Ecology and Sustainable Development (pp. 90-103).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-value-of-climate-change-reporting-of-firms/142150

Factors Affecting Worker Skills Required in Digital Transformations of SMEs:

Case Studies in the Netherlands and Türkiye
Didem Kocaand Alexander van Deursen (2024). Digital Transformation and

Sustainable Development in Cities and Organizations (pp. 54-80).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/factors-affecting-worker-skills-required-in-digital-

transformations-of-smes/340660

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/sustainable-waste-management-practices-in-the-hospitality-industry/362921
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/sustainable-waste-management-practices-in-the-hospitality-industry/362921
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/sustainable-waste-management-practices-in-the-hospitality-industry/362921
http://www.irma-international.org/article/positions-of-mobile-phone-brands-on-university-students-mind/161629
http://www.irma-international.org/article/positions-of-mobile-phone-brands-on-university-students-mind/161629
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/strategic-change-management-for-sustainable-digital-transformation/412083
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/strategic-change-management-for-sustainable-digital-transformation/412083
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-value-of-climate-change-reporting-of-firms/142150
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/factors-affecting-worker-skills-required-in-digital-transformations-of-smes/340660
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/factors-affecting-worker-skills-required-in-digital-transformations-of-smes/340660


Innovation and Sustainability Management as a Key Factor in Global

Purpose-Driven Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Bogotanas Companies: Its

Impact on Financial Results in MSMEs
Rafael Ignacio Perez-Uribe, David Ocampo-Guzman, Fabio Moscoso-Duranand

Maria Pilar Ramirez-Salazar (2021). Handbook of Research on International

Business and Models for Global Purpose-Driven Companies (pp. 354-379).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/innovation-and-sustainability-management-as-a-key-factor-

in-global-purpose-driven-micro-small-and-medium-sized-bogotanas-companies/265101

http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/innovation-and-sustainability-management-as-a-key-factor-in-global-purpose-driven-micro-small-and-medium-sized-bogotanas-companies/265101
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/innovation-and-sustainability-management-as-a-key-factor-in-global-purpose-driven-micro-small-and-medium-sized-bogotanas-companies/265101

