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ABSTRACT

Transnational Higher Education (TNE) encompasses educational programs, services, and institutions 
operating across international borders. This chapter describes the mission and critical concerns of 
TNE, highlighting its role in globalising education, promoting cultural exchange, and expanding ac-
cess to quality higher education. Key topics include the strategic objectives of TNE providers, such as 
enhancing international cooperation, fostering global competence, and driving economic development 
in the partner countries. The chapter also addresses significant challenges TNE faces, including quality 
assurance, regulatory compliance, cultural adaptability, and the impact of geopolitical dynamics on 
educational partnerships. By exploring these challenges, a comprehensive overview of TNE's potential 
to reshape global education while scrutinising the complexities of maintaining academic standards and 
equity. These insights are crucial for policymakers, educators, and stakeholders striving to optimise the 
benefits and mitigate the risks associated with transnational education initiatives.

INTRODUCTION

Transnational Higher Education (TNE) has emerged as a transformative force in the global educa-
tion landscape, reflecting the profound changes driven by globalisation and the increasing demand for 
higher education worldwide. This dynamic phenomenon, characterised by the provision of educational 
services beyond national borders, has significantly evolved over recent decades, reshaping how higher 
education is delivered and accessed globally. The rise of TNE has been particularly notable in regions 
such as East Asia, where it has made substantial inroads over the past 25 years, as highlighted by reports 
from the British Council (2024).

The concept of TNE has gained significant traction since the turn of the century (Altbach & Knight, 
2007). Propelled by a confluence of factors including globalisation, the internationalisation of education, 
and the expanding demand for higher education. Globalisation has facilitated increased connectivity 
and mobility, enabling educational institutions to extend their reach beyond their national borders. The 



internationalisation of education has encouraged universities to develop global partnerships and adapt 
their offerings to meet the needs of a diverse student population. Concurrently, the growing demand 
for higher education, driven by economic development and a rising middle class in various regions, has 
created opportunities for TNE to flourish.

Factors that have driven the expansion and diversification of TNE

Globalisation: The process of globalisation has profoundly interconnected economies, societies, 
and cultures, creating a growing demand for higher education that extends beyond national borders. 
As businesses and organisations increasingly operate on a global scale, there is a heightened need 
for a workforce that is both globally aware and adept at navigating diverse international environ-
ments. This shift has led to a significant expansion in the scope and reach of higher education, 
necessitating educational programs that prepare students for careers in a globally interconnected 
world. Transnational Education (TNE) plays a pivotal role in addressing this demand by offering 
educational opportunities that span different countries and cultures. Through TNE, students gain 
exposure to international perspectives, develop cross-​cultural competencies, and acquire the skills 
needed to thrive in multinational settings. As a result, TNE helps to equip graduates with the global 
knowledge and experience required to excel in an increasingly globalised job market, enhancing 
their career prospects and adaptability.
Internationalisation of Education: The internationalisation of education seeks to infuse post-​
secondary education with international, intercultural, and global dimensions, transforming its pur-
pose, functions, and delivery. This approach aims to enhance the quality of education by broadening 
students' perspectives and preparing them for the complexities of a globalised world (Altbach et 
al., 2010). By integrating global issues, diverse cultural viewpoints, and international best prac-
tices into the curriculum, institutions promote a richer and more inclusive educational experience. 
This not only improves academic standards but also fosters cross-​cultural understanding among 
students and academic staff. Transnational Education (TNE) aligns closely with these objectives 
by expanding educational access across borders and creating opportunities for global engagement. 
Through TNE, institutions facilitate international collaborations, exchange programs, and diverse 
learning experiences that prepare students to navigate and contribute to an interconnected world. 
This alignment with the internationalisation agenda enhances students' global competence and 
equips them with the skills needed to resolve global challenges effectively.
Growing Demand for Higher Education: Economic development and rising living standards 
across various regions have significantly increased the demand for higher education. As economies 
expand and societies become more affluent, individuals seek advanced educational opportunities 
to improve their career prospects and quality of life. In many countries, local educational institu-
tions are unable to fully meet this burgeoning demand due to constraints such as limited resources, 
capacity, or infrastructure. Transnational Education (TNE) provides a crucial solution by bridging 
this gap. By offering programs and degrees from international institutions, TNE expands access to 
high-​quality education for students who might otherwise be unable to pursue their academic goals. 
This influx of educational opportunities helps address the shortfall in local offerings, allowing stu-
dents to benefit from diverse academic perspectives and advanced curricula. Consequently, TNE 
supports the development of a more educated workforce and contributes to the overall advancement 
of both individual careers and national economies.
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