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ABSTRACT

Micro-​credentials focus on specific skills and competencies, enabling learners to 
acquire, demonstrate, and validate expertise in a shorter timeframe. Educational 
institutions, online platforms, and employers increasingly support these certifica-
tions, acknowledging their value for career development, workforce adaptability, 
and lifelong learning. They empower individuals to continuously update their 
knowledge and skill sets without the need for long-​term study commitments, offering 
cost-​effective, modular, and scalable education solutions. Despite their advantages, 
micro-​credentials face challenges, including standardization, quality assurance, and 
recognition across countries. As educational institutions, employers, and policymak-
ers work to address these barriers, the potential for micro-​credentials to reshape 
education remains significant. Their rise reflects an era where flexible, skills-​focused 
learning pathways are not only desirable but necessary for meeting the demands of 
a modern workforce and supporting lifelong personal and professional development.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent years, micro-​credentials have become a highly sought-​after and rapidly 
growing certification model within both education and professional domains. This 
concept allows individuals to acquire a specific skill set or knowledge base through 
short-​term training programs, validated via digital certificates or badges. Typically 
provided by online platforms, these certifications enable individuals to adapt to the 
swiftly changing demands of technology and digital skills in the workforce. Unlike 
traditional degrees, micro-​credentials offer more concentrated, skill-​focused, and 
short-​duration educational programs (Oliver, 2019). Structured to foster targeted 
skills and knowledge, these certifications allow individuals to develop competencies 
in a condensed timeframe.

The importance of micro-​credentials in digitalization and adaptation to technology 
is becoming critical for individuals' career development. By offering flexibility and 
accessibility, these certifications enable individuals to gain a competitive advan-
tage in the job market. For instance, a software developer seeking to learn a new 
programming language does not need to return to university; instead, he/she can 
join a relevant micro-​credential program to quickly acquire this skill and present 
it to the job market. Therefore, it can be said that such certificates have become 
an important need, especially today, when digital transformation is accelerating 
(Brown et al., 2023).

Micro-​credentials have also introduced new perspectives into educational systems. 
Higher education institutions, in particular, are adopting the principle of lifelong 
learning, creating certification programs that enable students and professionals to 
continuously develop their skills. These certifications help students acquire in-​depth 
knowledge and skills in specific areas, while also enhancing graduates' competi-
tiveness in the job market (Varadarajan et al., 2023). Micro-​credentials can support 
students to continue their studies in a more flexible way, supporting them to achieve 
both their academic and professional goals.

During the Covid-​19 pandemic, the rapid expansion of online learning plat-
forms led to the broader adoption of micro-​credentials. Limited access to physical 
classrooms made it essential for individuals to acquire skills via digital platforms, 
further highlighting the importance of micro-​credentials and boosting demand for 
online education. These certifications also provided educational institutions to offer 
students more diverse and accessible learning opportunities (Flynn et al., 2023).

A primary advantage of micro-​credentials is that they can be achieved more 
quickly and at a lower cost than traditional degree programs. Whereas conventional 
degrees involve long-​term, intensive education, micro-​credentials can be completed 
in a shorter period and impart skills that are immediately applicable in the workplace. 
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