
Copyright © 2025, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.

87

Chapter 4
Japanese Grassroots 

Museums for the 
21st Century:

Museums for Cross-​
Cultural Communication

Maiko Sawada
Sophia University, Japan

ABSTRACT

As Japan is about to welcome many immigrants, what role is expected for young people 
to play in creating and imagining a culture of peace, given that history education 
that encourages patriotism is viewed critically in Japan? Globalization creates a 
conflict between the need for migration (connectivity-​multiple belongings) and the 
patriotic history education imposed (nationalism-​homogeneity) in early 21st century 
Japan. What can we do to ease this conflict? The answer is better utilization of mu-
seums. Our thesis is that Japan has not only imposed national history but diverging 
history/memories existing in the public spaces passed through oral history. History 
and memories are the cause of discord in international relations in Northeast Asia. 
As such, we believe that this thesis will contribute to the broadening of the scope 
of peace studies, including museums, on the creation and imagining of a culture of 
peace in 21st century Japan that cannot be explained only by conventional policy 
and textbook content analysis.
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INTRODUCTION

The main purpose of this study was to understand how the Japanese grassroots 
history museums promote the development of students’ critical thinking skills 
through a non-​normative educational approach and explore the potential of such an 
approach in enhancing historical education in Japan. The chapter explores the 21st 
century history of the aims of Japanese grassroots museum exhibitions regarding 
World War II history. This study employs the educational theoretical framework of 
devolution, giving the students the responsibility of learning to provide a compar-
ative perspective of secondary school education based on the French case. While 
this theory provides a comparative perspective proposing the need for Japanese 
education to adopt a more global approach, it cannot truly illustrate why Japan could 
avoid wars and the escalation of extreme nationalism in the 21st century. Therefore, 
the chapter suggests the use of a grassroots museum to non-​prescriptive teaching 
Japanese secondary school students. The research argues that Japanese secondary 
school history education remains relatively nationalistic due to the competitive 
nature of the university entrance exams, which favors elitist establishments. The 
government intends to teach students to develop their historical thinking skills. 
However, it simultaneously evaluates secondary school students’ competency based 
on their capacity to memorize the contents of the history textbooks for the university 
entrance exams centralized by the state government.

Therefore, this study investigated the evolution of the aims of Japanese grass-
roots museums in the 21st century to provide comparative perspectives to Japanese 
compulsory history education based on French educational unity and Japanese 
grassroots museums. For this purpose, six representative museums in Japan have 
been surveyed: the International Peace Museum at Ritsumeikan University, the 
Hiroshima Peace Museum, the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum, the Fireworks 
Movement – Peace Museum, the Women’s Active Museum, and the Yushukan. The 
aim was to better understand the evolution of the educational policy and educational 
methods to improve secondary school students’ historical thinking skills in relation 
to museums as alternative approaches to Japanese secondary school history educa-
tion. This helps policymakers, educators, and diplomats understand the public use 
of the history of World War II.

With the historical discourse analysis, this research attempted to interpret others’ 
history and memories exhibited in the grassroots museums’ multimedia installations 
to develop students’ historical thinking about their national identity. Specifically, 
this chapter contributes to the understanding of Japanese mainstream attitudes to-
ward others and how students’ museum visits can help them develop their historical 
thinking skills regarding the gap between the cohabitation education policy and 
patriotic secondary school history education. Thus, a need exists for a concerted shift 



 

 

68 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/japanese-grassroots-museums-for-the-

21st-century/360811

Related Content

Internationally Educated Mathematics Teacher Candidates: Speaking About

Mathematics, Language, and Society
Dragana Martinovic (2017). International Journal of Semiotics and Visual Rhetoric

(pp. 36-46).

www.irma-international.org/article/internationally-educated-mathematics-teacher-

candidates/183639

Semiotic Landscape in Cyprus: Verbo-Cultural Palimpsests as Visual

Communication Strategy in Private (Shop) Signs in Limassol
Aspasia Papadimaand Evangelos Kourdis (2018). International Journal of Semiotics

and Visual Rhetoric (pp. 1-22).

www.irma-international.org/article/semiotic-landscape-in-cyprus/221147

Biometrics and Data Protection: These Data Are Derived from an Individual
Francisco Pacheco Andradeand Teresa Coelho Moreira (2016). Interdisciplinary

Perspectives on Contemporary Conflict Resolution (pp. 21-33).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/biometrics-and-data-protection/150036

Kenya's Difficult Political Transitions Ethnicity and the Role of Media
Wilson Ugangu (2020). Media Controversy: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice

(pp. 549-561).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/kenyas-difficult-political-transitions-ethnicity-and-the-role-of-

media/235643

Intersemiotic Translation of Subliminal Messages in Brand Logos: A

Qualitative Experimental Research
George Damaskinidisand Loukia Kostopoulou (2021). International Journal of

Semiotics and Visual Rhetoric (pp. 1-14).

www.irma-international.org/article/intersemiotic-translation-of-subliminal-messages-in-brand-

logos/272965

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/japanese-grassroots-museums-for-the-21st-century/360811
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/japanese-grassroots-museums-for-the-21st-century/360811
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/japanese-grassroots-museums-for-the-21st-century/360811
http://www.irma-international.org/article/internationally-educated-mathematics-teacher-candidates/183639
http://www.irma-international.org/article/internationally-educated-mathematics-teacher-candidates/183639
http://www.irma-international.org/article/semiotic-landscape-in-cyprus/221147
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/biometrics-and-data-protection/150036
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/kenyas-difficult-political-transitions-ethnicity-and-the-role-of-media/235643
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/kenyas-difficult-political-transitions-ethnicity-and-the-role-of-media/235643
http://www.irma-international.org/article/intersemiotic-translation-of-subliminal-messages-in-brand-logos/272965
http://www.irma-international.org/article/intersemiotic-translation-of-subliminal-messages-in-brand-logos/272965

