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ABSTRACT

This study explores the challenges and opportunities in promoting eco-friendly
tourism in the mountainous areas of Jharkhand, India. As tourism continues to grow,
these regions face significant environmental and infrastructural hurdles, including
inadequate facilities and limited community involvement. However, there are notable
opportunities for sustainable development through improved infrastructure, enhanced
environmental awareness, and supportive government policies. By analyzing key
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variables—such as infrastructure adequacy, local community perceptions, government
support, environmental awareness, economic benefits, and tourist satisfaction—this
research highlights the critical factors influencing eco-friendly tourism. The findings
suggest that addressing infrastructure deficiencies, engaging local communities, and
fostering robust policy frameworks are essential for sustainable tourism development
in Jharkhand’s mountainous regions.

1. INTRODUCTION

Jharkhand, nestled in the eastern part of India, is a state brimming with natural
beauty, cultural richness, and historical significance. Its landscape is a testament to
the diversity of the Indian subcontinent, ranging from dense forests and meandering
rivers to undulating hills and imposing mountain ranges. Among its most remark-
able features are the mountainous regions, particularly those that form part of the
Chotanagpur plateau. This plateau, often referred to as the “Rooftop of Jharkhand,”
is an expanse of rugged terrain, dense with forests and dotted with hillocks, offering
breathtaking vistas and a wealth of biodiversity. These mountainous areas, with
their pristine beauty and relatively untouched ecosystems, present a compelling
opportunity for the development of eco-friendly tourism—a sector that has gained
global momentum as an essential component of sustainable development strategies.
The mountainous areas of Jharkhand offer a unique blend of natural beauty, cultural
heritage, and ecological diversity, making them a significant attraction for tourists
seeking an escape into nature. However, the promotion of eco-friendly tourism in
these regions presents a set of challenges that must be navigated carefully. The rich
biodiversity of the forests and the sacred tribal sites scattered across the hills are
vulnerable to the negative impacts of unregulated tourism, such as deforestation,
waste generation, and cultural erosion. According to the United Nations World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), sustainable tourism must balance the needs of
environmental conservation with the economic benefits to local communities (UN-
WTO, 2018). In Jharkhand, this balance is particularly delicate due to the fragile
ecosystems and the socio-economic conditions of indigenous populations. Despite
these challenges, there are significant opportunities to develop eco-tourism in a
manner that promotes conservation and provides sustainable livelihoods. Initiatives
such as community-based tourism and the promotion of local crafts and traditions
can create an inclusive model where tourism supports environmental sustainability
and socio-economic development (Bansal & Kumar, 2020). By leveraging these
opportunities and addressing the challenges, Jharkhand can become a model for
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