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ABSTRACT

Child sexual abuse is a social evil that is frequently around the globe. They are be-
coming more numerous every day, which makes it difficult to evaluate the situation.
The chance of negative psychosocial and mental health effects associated with child
sexual abuse is unquestionably increased, but even stability processes identified a
number of protective factors, including as family support. The perpetrators of this
crime take advantage of their position of vulnerability, trust, and power in order to
commit child sexual abuse or attempt to do so for financial gain or other purposes.
Given how similar the terms “child sexual exploitation” and “child sexual abuse”
are, it can be challenging to distinguish between them. Children who experience
child sexual abuse suffer grave consequences. It serves as a huge roadblock to
growth and advancement. Many health behaviours brought on by child sexual abuse
result in negative mental, physical, and social outcomes throughout life. There are
numerous circumstances that can contribute to child sexual abuse.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The effectiveness of legal frameworks in protecting children from sexual offenses
is a complex issue, with a range of factors influencing their success. Niriella (2018)
and Billis (2011) both emphasize the importance of strong legal frameworks in pre-
venting and addressing sexual violence against children, with Niriella specifically
focusing on the need for prevention and enforcement mechanisms. Wunneburger
(2008) and Manurung (2023) highlight the role of specific laws and measures,
such as sex offender registries and the Child Protection Law, in providing protec-
tion. However, the implementation and enforcement of these laws are crucial, as
Manurung (2023) notes the need for legal education and appropriate sanctions to
address and prevent sexual crimes.

The legal framework for protecting children from sexual offenses in India is a
complex and evolving system. Seth (2015) and Mathew (2016) both highlight the
need for a more effective and coordinated approach, with Mathew specifically em-
phasizing the role of NGOs in providing services and improving trial procedures.
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) s asignificant
step forward, but it also has some unintended consequences, such as issues with
age determination and mandatory reporting (Belur, 2015). Pandey (2019) further
underscores the importance of understanding the risk factors, outcomes, and pro-
tective factors of child sexual abuse in India, suggesting a conceptual framework
for addressing these issues.

A range of studies have explored the issue of child sexual abuse in India and the
legal framework in place to protect children. Sharma (2023) proposed a conceptual
framework for understanding the risk factors, outcomes, and protective factors of
child sexual abuse in India. Manral (2022) discussed the provisions of the Protection
of Children from Sexual Offences Act and its application in the medical and psycho-
logical fields. Belur (2015) highlighted the benefits and unintended consequences
of the Act, particularly in relation to the criminalization of sexual behavior under 18
years of age. CasimirRaj (2021) provided an overview of the different types of child
abuse, including sexual abuse, and the legal framework for protecting teenagers.
These studies collectively underscore the importance of a comprehensive approach
to addressing child sexual abuse in India, including the need for effective imple-
mentation of the legal framework and consideration of unintended consequences.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act) is
a crucial legislation in India, aimed at safeguarding children from sexual assault,
harassment, and pornography. It establishes special courts for the trial of such of-
fenses and incorporates child-friendly mechanisms for reporting, evidence record-
ing, and investigation (Mohanty 2021, Acharya 2020). The Act is comprehensive
and applies to all, regardless of caste, creed, gender, or religion, with a focus on

338



20 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/childhood-at-risk/358272

Related Content

Use of Hydrogen and Fuel Cells for Refrigerated Transport

Raquel Garde, Sindia Casado, Fernando Jimenez, Gabriel Garcia-Navedaand
Monica Aguado (2017). Renewable and Alternative Energy: Concepts,
Methodologies, Tools, and Applications (pp. 1146-1184).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/use-of-hydrogen-and-fuel-cells-for-refrigerated-
transport/169629

Role of Phytochelatines (PCs) and Metallothionines (MTs) Genes
Approaches in Plant Signalling

(2020). Nano-Phytoremediation Technologies for Groundwater Contaminates:
Emerging Research and Opportunities (pp. 118-132).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/role-of-phytochelatines-pcs-and-metallothionines-mts-genes-

approaches-in-plant-signalling/241172

Features of the Hydrological Regime of Shatsk Water Bodies of the Volyn
Region

Mykhailo Yatsiuk, lena Sydorenko, lena Tsvetovaand Olga Turaieva (2023).
Handbook of Research on Improving the Natural and Ecological Conditions of the
Polesie Zone (pp. 402-416).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/features-of-the-hydrological-regime-of-shatsk-water-bodies-

of-the-volyn-region/324052

Introduction to Leachate Treatment

Amin Mojiri, Siti Fatihah Binti Ramliand Wan lzatul Saadiah Binti Wan Kamar (2016).
Control and Treatment of Landfill Leachate for Sanitary Waste Disposal (pp. 200-
218).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/introduction-to-leachate-treatment/141853



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/childhood-at-risk/358272
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/childhood-at-risk/358272
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/use-of-hydrogen-and-fuel-cells-for-refrigerated-transport/169629
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/use-of-hydrogen-and-fuel-cells-for-refrigerated-transport/169629
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/role-of-phytochelatines-pcs-and-metallothionines-mts-genes-approaches-in-plant-signalling/241172
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/role-of-phytochelatines-pcs-and-metallothionines-mts-genes-approaches-in-plant-signalling/241172
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/features-of-the-hydrological-regime-of-shatsk-water-bodies-of-the-volyn-region/324052
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/features-of-the-hydrological-regime-of-shatsk-water-bodies-of-the-volyn-region/324052
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/introduction-to-leachate-treatment/141853

Harnessing Precision Agriculture and Artificial Intelligence in Sustainable
Farming

Muhammad Safdar, Wasiq Farooq, Muhammad Sajid Mehmood, Abdul Rauf, Amina
Rashid, Kashif Mehmood, Muntaha Munir, Nalain E. Muhammad, Hafiz Muhammad
Bilawal Akram, Hafiz Muhammad Mohsin Raza, Aisha Nazirand Hafiz Muhammad
Awais (2026). Advancing Environmental Research Through Applied GIS and Remote
Sensing (pp. 119-146).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/harnessing-precision-agriculture-and-artificial-intelligence-in-

sustainable-farming/393486



http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/harnessing-precision-agriculture-and-artificial-intelligence-in-sustainable-farming/393486
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/harnessing-precision-agriculture-and-artificial-intelligence-in-sustainable-farming/393486

