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ABSTRACT

The potential of tourism can’t be questioned, and few decades have seen a rise in tourist activities glob-
ally. Yet, the management of tourism in present times is questionable and, due to the poor governance and 
apathy, has raised the water usage at the destination a debatable issue. Water is considered to be a life 
source and sometimes quoted as the next chief reason that could bring countries to standoff in times to 
come. This chapter tries to establish the importance of water conservation and its linkage with tourism, 
in the present circumstances where survival for many countries due to lack of water has been becoming 
complex. A review of earlier studies has been taken into consideration, and a model to assist tourism 
practices to continue while protecting the natural resources has been suggested. This study can further 
be extended to develop policies for the inclusion of practices that do not threaten water resources, but 
instead assist in the conservation of it.

INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, the global tourism industry has witnessed an unprecedented surge in activity, 
emerging as a major economic driver for many countries. The allure of diverse cultures, picturesque 
landscapes, and unique experiences has drawn millions of travellers worldwide. However, the unchecked 
growth of tourism has raised concerns about its impact on the environment, with water conservation 
emerging as a pivotal and debatable issue. The mismanagement of tourism, coupled with inadequate 
governance and a lack of environmental stewardship, has significantly contributed to an alarming 
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increase in water usage at popular tourist destinations. Water, often referred to as the elixir of life, 
plays a crucial role in sustaining ecosystems, supporting biodiversity, and meeting the basic needs of 
communities. Its scarcity and mismanagement pose significant challenges for nations globally, and 
there is growing recognition of water-related issues as potential triggers for geopolitical conflicts. 
As the demand for water intensifies due to various factors, including population growth and climate 
change, it becomes imperative to address the nexus between tourism and water conservation to ensure 
the sustainability of both.

This paper aims to shed light on the intricate relationship between tourism and water conservation, 
emphasizing the urgency of adopting responsible practices to safeguard this precious resource. By 
reviewing existing studies and considering the current state of affairs, we seek to establish a com-
prehensive understanding of the challenges posed by water usage in the tourism industry. The first 
section of this paper will delve into the global context of tourism, highlighting its economic signifi-
cance and its role in shaping cultural exchange. Understanding the multifaceted nature of tourism is 
crucial in developing strategies that reconcile the industry’s growth with environmental conservation. 
Subsequently, the discussion will pivot towards the escalating water crisis and its implications for 
both developed and developing nations. By analyzing the current state of water resources globally, we 
aim to underscore the gravity of the situation and emphasize the need for immediate action. Moving 
forward, the paper will critically examine the existing literature on the intersection of tourism and 
water conservation. This review will explore studies from various regions, highlighting instances 
where tourism has either contributed positively to water conservation or exacerbated existing chal-
lenges. Drawing insights from these studies, we aim to identify patterns and trends that can inform 
the development of effective strategies to address water-related issues within the tourism sector. This 
paper will underscore the significance of recognizing and addressing the intricate relationship between 
tourism and water conservation on a global scale. By synthesizing existing knowledge, proposing a 
practical model, and calling for the implementation of sustainable practices, we aim to contribute to 
the ongoing dialogue on responsible tourism. This study lays the groundwork for future research and 
policy development, fostering a collective commitment to ensuring the longevity of both the tourism 
industry and the planet’s water resources.

Objective and Methodology

This study aims to explore the critical significance of water conservation as an urgent imperative for 
stakeholders in the tourism industry. Drawing upon a comprehensive review of diverse global stud-
ies and cases, the research seeks to elucidate the current relevance of water conservation initiatives. 
The investigation relies on a thorough analysis of secondary sources, predominantly journal articles 
and web-based materials, to present an insightful understanding of the current status of water con-
servation endeavors. Additionally, the study endeavors to propose environmentally friendly business 
policies while providing an overview of the global positions of countries concerning water, tourism, 
and the hospitality sectors. Recognizing the impending growth in numerous developing countries, 
the research positions itself to guide future collective efforts towards water conservation practices for 
the betterment of societies.

This research employs a methodology centered on the examination of secondary sources to fulfill its 
objectives. The study extensively reviews and synthesizes findings from global studies and cases available 
in journal articles and web sources. The chosen methodology allows for a comprehensive understanding 
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