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ABSTRACT

This chapter focuses on more accurate and in-depth analyses of immigration in relation to individual
identity factors as a way to better understand the specific role of race in broader relations of power within
English language teaching. Using data from a narrative case study to account for various positionali-
ties, this chapter proposes a general framework for English language teacher education that draws on
aspects of social movement theory to analyze contextual factors of immigration, such as migration chan-
nels, settlement in urban/rural localities and human capital, and transnationalism. By incorporating
specific aspects of social movement theory, an intersectional approach to ELT education holds promise
of preparing teachers to identify racism, power, and gaps in support for their multilingual students.

English language teacher (ELT) education programs in the U.S. have included research on teacher
identity as a way to unpack and problematize implications for classroom instruction (e.g., Ajayi, 2011;
Liggett, 2009; Motha, 2014; Taylor, 2017; Vitanova, 2016). Indeed, when we look at the intersections
of race and language, we see how previous research has informed the field and worked to incorporate
inquiry into identity in teacher education programs (e.g., Alim, 2010; Lee, 2015; Kubota & Lin, 2009;
Liggett, 2014; Varghese et al., 2016; Von Esch et al., 2020) often through culturally responsive peda-
gogy; diversity, equity, inclusion (DEI); or social justice education. However, over the past several years,
the topic of race and immigration has intensified in the U.S., often with harmful, false, and denigrating
rhetoric about immigrants and immigrant groups. The linguistic and cultural diversity of English learn-
ers (ELs) suggests that more and more teachers serve as intercultural and interlinguistic educators, in
effect, educators who reach out to learners from a variety of backgrounds to provide effective strategies
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for rigorous academic learning (Garcia & Kleifgen, 2018; Snyder & Fenner, 2021). For teachers, this
involves not only making curricula relevant and understandable but also expanding perspectives beyond
second language acquisition.

Because ELs have parents, grandparents, relatives, friends or themselves who have experienced
immigration first hand, a focus on more accurate and in-depth analyses of the factors that influence
migration in relation to identity factors could lead to better understandings of the specific role of race
in broader relations of power within English language teaching. This relationality expands within the
various contexts of political, economic, and social issues that determine opportunity and possibility for
multilingual students and their families. To account for this relationality, I propose a general framework
for ELT education that incorporates contextual factors of immigration, such as political relationship
between sending and receiving countries, economic opportunities based on human capital, and social
connections to family abroad, along with individual identity factors and aspects of social movement
theory. Incorporating specific aspects of social movement theory provides an intersectional approach
to ELT education, which holds promise of preparing teachers to identify gaps in support for their mul-
tilingual students.

Burns and Robert (2010) emphasize the importance of social theory in English language education
stating that, “More nuanced theoretical approaches reframe ESOL research, shifting away from simply
what works in the classroom to what could work if language and migration were better understood,

Figure 1. A general framework: Three focal areas for ELT education

4 Contextual factors of \
immigration

-Political relationship
between sending and
receiving countries

-Economic opportunities
based on human capital

-Social connections to family

\_ abroad j

4 N\
Social movement theory:
Identity factors (race, -Migration channels
language, gender, religion, -Settlement in rural/urban
physical ability, sexual localities and human capital

orientation, among others) Transnationalism

99



16 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/backing-into-race/336621

Related Content

Reviewing the Literature

Anh Thanh Nguyet Le, Ngan Phan Thu Vo, Thuy Diem Hong, Anh Tram Ngoc Luand Nguyen Thi Cao Bui
(2024). Applied Linguistics and Language Education Research Methods: Fundamentals and Innovations
(pp. 15-28).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/reviewing-the-literature/346596

An Analysis of Negotiation of Meaning Functions of Advanced EFL Learners in Second Life:
Negotiation of Meaning in Second Life

Sedat Akayoluand Golge Seferolu (2019). Assessing the Effectiveness of Virtual Technologies in Foreign
and Second Language Instruction (pp. 61-85).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-analysis-of-negotiation-of-meaning-functions-of-advanced-efl-learners-in-second-

life/218777

Factors Related to EFL/ESL Readers' Reading Strategy Use: A Literature Review
Jia Lin (2019). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and Applied Linguistics (pp. 1-12).
www.irma-international.org/article/factors-related-to-eflesl-readers-reading-strategy-use/222825

The Register Variation in Translated Epidemic Prevention Manuals as Emergency Language
Services

Yukai Hu, Wenjing Zhangand Yike Gao (2022). International Journal of Translation, Interpretation, and
Applied Linguistics (pp. 1-13).
www.irma-international.org/article/the-register-variation-in-translated-epidemic-prevention-manuals-as-emergency-

language-services/313920

Applied Linguistics Research: Current Trends and Methods
Nghi Tin Tran, Phuc Huu Tranand Hoa Thi Quynh Nguyen (2024). Considerations and Techniques for
Applied Linguistics and Language Education Research (pp. 1-29).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/applied-linguistics-research/348290



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/backing-into-race/336621
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/reviewing-the-literature/346596
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-analysis-of-negotiation-of-meaning-functions-of-advanced-efl-learners-in-second-life/218777
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-analysis-of-negotiation-of-meaning-functions-of-advanced-efl-learners-in-second-life/218777
http://www.irma-international.org/article/factors-related-to-eflesl-readers-reading-strategy-use/222825
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-register-variation-in-translated-epidemic-prevention-manuals-as-emergency-language-services/313920
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-register-variation-in-translated-epidemic-prevention-manuals-as-emergency-language-services/313920
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/applied-linguistics-research/348290

