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ABSTRACT

This chapter is trying to answer a big question: Should we create artificial intelligence (AI) that deserves 
moral consideration, like humans? To figure this out, the authors look at different ideas about what AI is 
and what it should be. They use two main theories about ethics (how we decide right and wrong) to see 
if AI should be treated morally. One theory they use says that if AI fits the definition of intelligence, it 
should be treated morally, no matter which ethical theory you follow. The other theory they use is called 
“capability theory,” combined with the definition of AI. This leads to the conclusion that we shouldn’t 
develop AI further if we believe it deserves moral consideration. So, the chapter explores whether AI 
should be treated morally, and it suggests that if so, we might need to stop developing AI.

1. INTRODUCTION

Human interest in thinking machines stretches back at least to antiquity. This is illustrated in several 
archetypal myths, such as the Greek one about the god Hephaestus’ creation, Talos, a living bronze gi-
ant who guarded the island of Crete. Other examples of historical artificial intelligence are the sacred 
mechanical statues of ancient Egypt and Greece and Geber’s takwin. In the middle of the 20th century, 
the development of artificial intelligence (AI) gained momentum, not least thanks to Alan Turing’s test 
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“the imitation game” - where the underlying principle states that a computer is considered intelligent 
if a human can interact with it in five minutes without being able to determine that it is a computer. 
Undoubtedly, AI will pervasively impact our societies in the coming decades. Artificial intelligence is 
an area prioritized by the European Parliament. Research is ongoing in the EU on issues such as who 
owns the copyright to something entirely developed by an AI and on military and non-military uses of 
AI. For the use of AI in the military, justice system, and health, the European Parliament proposed in 
January 2021 that “[AI] must never replace or relieve humans of their responsibility (European Com-
mision, 2021). In its work, the European Parliament points out that rules for AI must be human-centered; 
security, transparency, and accountability must be guaranteed; bias and discrimination are needed to be 
prevented; social and environmental responsibility is promoted; respect for fundamental rights is ensured 
(European Commision, 2020).

We humans create aids and systems to benefit ourselves. If we build a staircase, it is reasonable that 
it is suitable for the vast majority of people to walk on, and if it is impossible to use, it is not significant 
if it is replaced. We also use animals and plants for our benefit, but in contrast to how we treat inanimate 
objects, destroying all creatures that did not benefit us would be remarkable. Artificial intelligence is 
a phenomenon that does not fit easily into this binary view of non-human objects. This is because AI, 
in its composition, resembles stairs or other created aids, animals, or even people. The main arguments 
for developing AI are of two kinds: monetary arguments and utility arguments. AI can save us money, 
time, and effort. The main arguments against developing AI relate to security of various kinds – for 
example, human lives or people’s integrity. A perspective not given space in the European Parliament’s 
work is whether artificial intelligence deserves moral consideration. If we don’t know whether AI should 
be shown moral consideration, we also don’t know what obligations, if any, we humans have to AI. 
The issue is of great ethical importance. For many people, it is a matter of course that animals deserve 
moral consideration. It may not be as obvious that AI may merit moral consideration, but if the issue 
is not examined, decisions about AI must be made on shaky ground. With the present work, we hope 
to contribute to this aspect: AI may have moral rights - subject to moral consideration - which we must 
relate to as AI developers.

2. BACKGROUND

In this part of the chapter, We describe Pei Wang’s Definition of (artificial) Intelligence in On Defining 
Artificial intelligence (Wang, 2019). We examine criticisms of the definition – advanced by Thorisson 
(2019), Yampolskiy (2020), and Berkeley (2020) – and explain the reasons for their criticisms as well 
as why Wang’s Definition is nevertheless useful in the context of this chapter. The definition of “intel-
ligence” in general and “artificial intelligence” in particular is disputed. Wang’s definition is one of the 
most accepted, which is one reason for using it. In Getting Clarity by Defining Artificial Intelligence—A 
Survey (2017), Monett and Lewis show that 56 percent of respondents agree with Wang’s Definition in 
the article What Do You Mean by ‘AI’? (Monett & Lewis, 2018, p. 214). The definition of “intelligence” 
is the same in What Do You Mean by ‘AI’? and On Defining Artificial intelligence (Wang, 2008, p. 10f; 
2019, p. 17). Another reason for the majority definition is that definitions often influence how political 
decisions are formulated, which can be very important to AI. Such objects often referred to as AI – such 
as smart refrigerators and phones – are not covered by Wang’s Definition. Examining whether such 
“artificial intelligence” deserves moral consideration may be useful. However, the chapter is not an 
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