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The Impact of COVID-19
on Journalism

Akhtar Hafeez
Daily Sindh Express, Pakistan

ABSTRACT

The COVID-19 pandemic affected people physically and mentally. Since 2019 it has
spread globally, and millions of people lost their lives and suffered due to health
issues. It brought many changes in social life. It has brought significant social and
economic disruptions and devastating impacts on every country. People were confined
in their homes. On the other hand, the medical staff and journalists were fighting
against COVID-19 on forefront. Media houses were continuously monitoring and
reporting the cases of corona virus on a daily basis. The reporters/journalists were
engaged in the field to provide latest updates about the cases of COVID-19 and
trying to educate people about the newly pandemic disease. Pakistan was among
those countries that have limited health facilities, and people have suffered a lot
due to the government’s mistimed decisions regarding coronavirus disease. After
the coronavirus outbreak in every city of Pakistan, it was quite hard to manage and
provide health facilities in the hospitals. On the Sindh level, many reporters have
covered the COVID-19 cases.

INTRODUCTION

Covid-19 was an unexpected pandemic disease for the world. The first case of
coronavirus appeared in December 2019 in Wuhan China. From China it spread all
over the world and it created a devastation all over the country. The initial outbreak
of Covid-19 was considered to be case of pneumonia but later on the 11" March
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2020 Chinese authorizes declared Covid-19 as pandemic when almost 143698
cases of 2019 coronavirus recorded out of which 85522 died with a case fatality
rate (FCR) of 5.95.

The year 2020 was also miserable for people, as Covid-19 was spread throughout
Pakistan and the first case of coronavirus was reported from Karachi in February
2020. Then it started spreading rapidly in different big cities of Pakistan. After
such miserable conditions where cases were increasing day by day and there was
not enough space in the hospitals and health units, the government had decided for
lock down, and Pakistan had seen the first lockdown in the country due a pandemic.

It was very hard for the common man to survive in the corona pandemic, but the
media houses were continuously reporting the cases at their own risk. The journalists
from print and electronic media were busy covering all aspects of corona from
every angle. Though it was very tough working conditions for them but they were
reporting on a daily basis and some of the journalists suffered due to coronavirus, for
the first time media houses asked their employees to work from home, as it was not
suitable for them to work in office. Hyderabad city was jam packed with pandemic
patients. The civil hospital was on high alert. It was a very risky assignment for the
journalists, but they were performing their duties as per guidance. The reporting
during pandemic days became unusual. Most of the journalists were reporting
without any safety kits.

Remote Desk Work

Remote desk work was being practiced during Covid-19. Majority of the journalists
were not attending the offices during the pandemic. The gatekeepers (Desk Workers)
were working on news items and Ed-Op from their homes. Most of the journalists
were not aware of remote desk working conditions. This was the first experience in
their career. The media houses like Jang, Dawn, Express Tribune and Sindh Express
applied the practice of remote desk for saving their workers from Covid -19.

However, the reporters were at risk as they were collecting data from health
centers and reporting for their Papers and channels, so they were working in tough
conditions. The news coverage from different sources was the prime duty for
reporters but the most important thing for any news story is fact checking. During
the coronavirus, the element of fact checking was also under discussion. While
reporting on pandemics, if any media house was misleading or reporting fake news,
such practice was deteriorating the public trust. People were not accepting Covid-19
as a disease and while getting information through media, they were feeling that
the media was more ignorant than a common man. Most of the media houses were
relying upon their daily routine reporters and who were facing difficulties in fact
checking. Therefore the result could be calamitous.

148



6 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-
journalism/313325

Related Content

Synergy With the World Soul: Establishing the Humanitarian Organism
Stephen Brock Schafer (2017). International Journal of Civic Engagement and Social
Change (pp. 13-36).

www.irma-international.org/article/synergy-with-the-world-soul/198954

Dynamics in Implementation of Public Private Partnerships

Neeta Baporikar (2020). International Journal of Political Activism and Engagement
(pp. 23-53).
www.irma-international.org/article/dynamics-in-implementation-of-public-private-
partnerships/246351

Promoting Diversity and Multicultural Training in Higher Education: Calling in
Faculty

Alexander L. Hsiehand Gita Seshadri (2020). Multicultural Instructional Design:
Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications (pp. 75-94).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/promoting-diversity-and-multicultural-training-in-higher-
education/231339

Financial Management Education Courses as Social Societal Learning Tools
at Minority-Serving Colleges and Universities

Darrell N. Burrell, Jorja B. Wright, Mindy Perot, Delores Springs, Shanel Lu, Amalisha
Sabie Aridi, Kimya Nuru Dennis, Rajanique Modesteand Darrell Ezell (2021).
International Journal of Public Sociology and Sociotherapy (pp. 39-57).
www.irma-international.org/article/financial-management-education-courses-as-social-societal-

learning-tools-at-minority-serving-colleges-and-universities/269516

Fantasies of Returning to Nature as an Escape From Culture: The Case of
The Beach (2000)

Elif GUnturkinand Iknur Glrses Kose (2021). Handbook of Research on
Contemporary Approaches to Orientalism in Media and Beyond (pp. 324-337).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/fantasies-of-returning-to-nature-as-an-escape-from-
culture/275962



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-journalism/313325
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-journalism/313325
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-journalism/313325
http://www.irma-international.org/article/synergy-with-the-world-soul/198954
http://www.irma-international.org/article/dynamics-in-implementation-of-public-private-partnerships/246351
http://www.irma-international.org/article/dynamics-in-implementation-of-public-private-partnerships/246351
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/promoting-diversity-and-multicultural-training-in-higher-education/231339
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/promoting-diversity-and-multicultural-training-in-higher-education/231339
http://www.irma-international.org/article/financial-management-education-courses-as-social-societal-learning-tools-at-minority-serving-colleges-and-universities/269516
http://www.irma-international.org/article/financial-management-education-courses-as-social-societal-learning-tools-at-minority-serving-colleges-and-universities/269516
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/fantasies-of-returning-to-nature-as-an-escape-from-culture/275962
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/fantasies-of-returning-to-nature-as-an-escape-from-culture/275962

