40

Chapter 3

Post-Pandemic Global

Inequalities:
Causes and Measures

Neelima K.

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4296-3273
Sree Vidyanikethan Engineering College, India

Subhas Chennapalli
JNTUA College of Engineering, Kalikiri, India

ABSTRACT

The global spread of COVID-19 in the post-pandemic situation had a very drastic
impact on various aspects of livelihood. The deaths have risen to more than 3.1
million wherein majorly the aged people remained in danger. The other aspects
include the inequalities in sectors like unequal income, prices, opportunity, vaccine
access, global recovery, extreme poverty, rising debt levels, etc. The major causes of
these are regional trends, migration of skilled workers, the impact of policy, climate
mitigation, and adoption policies, etc. Due to sudden switching of teaching in online
mode, the education levels have drastically fallen causing learning poverty too. The
extreme increase in basic commodities and fuel prices is seen in post-pandemic
situations. The climate conditions are also drastically affected causing the people
to migrate from one place to another place globally or locally. This chapter details
the various causes of post-pandemic situations and the measures to overcome them
for eradicating global inequalities.
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Post-Pandemic Global Inequalities

INTRODUCTION

The COVID-19 pandemic had affected lives in many aspects (Bick Alexander, 2020).
The age group balances mismatched due to inequalities over gender, ethnic races,
economy etc. The policymakers had to rapidly adjust their responses in the effort
to “flatten the recession curve”. The major causes of inequality being at economic,
social, environmental, etc. levels. This chapter projects the impact of inequality around
technological innovation, climate change, urbanization and international migration.
Technological change provokes growth in economy by enhancing possibilities in
the fields of education, health care, communication and productivity (Gourinchas
PO, 2020). But still it affects absurdly with wage inequality and displace workers.
The climate change accelerates the suffering of the poorest countries and groups
living in rural areas. Urbanization provides unmatched opportunities for wealth but
allows glaring of high and growing levels of inequality. International migration of
people for seeking new opportunities helps in reduction of global disparities (Chen
Sophia, 2020). The inequality and crisis trend is as shown in figure 1.

The wealth inequality reported by World Bank is as shown in figure 2. Nearly
50% of the population owns only 2% of the total wealth while 1% of the population
owns 38% among 10% of population owning 75% of the total wealth.

The wealth and health of richer countries in spite of their advantages have shown
a larger loss in life years due to the pandemic than many poorer countries as shown
in figure 3.

The major focus is on

Inequality

Inequality i.e., as of now where we stand. The 2030 Agenda aims at ensuring equal
opportunity and draws attention to attributes and circumstances that affect access to
opportunity, namely age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion and economic
or other status. While high- and growing-income inequality is fueling polarized
political debates around the globe, a consensus has indeed emerged that all should
enjoy equal access to opportunity — that one’s chances to succeed in life should not
be determined by circumstances beyond an individual’s control.

The Technological Revolution: Winners and Losers —
The world being ready for rapid, revolutionary and often disruptive technological
breakthroughs. Advances in biology and genetics, robotics and artificial intelligence,

3D printing, and other digital technologies are transforming economies and societies,
with unfolding and often unforeseen consequences. For all its promise, technological
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