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ABSTRACT

Educator experiences with violence and aggression have traditionally been overlooked. However, grow-
ing research has found these professionals are at risk of frequent victimization in the workplace. This
chapter synthesizes literature from the past two decades to provide readers an overview of violence
against educators, including prevalence and types of aggression, school climate, demographic, and other
precipitating factors, as well as common outcomes. Since these aggressive incidents often do not involve
the criminal justice system, the potential applicability of restorative justice practices is discussed. An
overview of a new APA task force to study into this phenomenon will be provided, along with a discus-
sion of the perceived impacts of COVID-19 on teacher safety. Theory, research, practice, and policy
implications for further understanding teacher experiences, reducing risk of aggression, and ensuring
safe school environments are outlined.

INTRODUCTION

School violence is an area of increasing concern given the rise of school shootings in the United States
(Lee, 2013). The search terms “school violence” yield over 100,000 articles on Google Scholar, dem-
onstrating this is a popular area of study. Although we have learned a great deal, one notable criticism
is that most existing research focuses exclusively on students. While the emphasis on students is valu-
able, excluding educator perspectives and experiences prevents schools and researchers from having a
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complete picture of the problem and limits the effectiveness of interventions and proposed solutions.
As greater awareness spreads regarding safety risks for educators, more researchers have shifted their
focus to investigate educator-directed aggression. Although educators have been invisible victims of
school violence, we want to ensure their perspectives and experiences are taken into account in theory,
research, practice, and policy moving forward.

This chapter introduces readers to the violent realities faced by many educators in the United States
(U.S.) by summarizing literature from the past two decades. These findings suggest violence against
educators is a societal issue that harms the health and safety of all members of the school system. An
overview of the most updated research related to violence against educators, including prevalence rates,
types of aggression, aggressors, contributing conditions and correlates, and personal and organizational
outcomes are provided. This chapter highlights educator voices by incorporating quotes detailing teach-
ers’ most upsetting experiences with aggression and violence and their suggestions for improving school
safety. Additionally, this chapter outlines the role of school climate in understanding and preventing
school violence and victimization. We preview an emerging large, national study of school stakeholder
experiences with violence prior to and since COVID-19. We present theory, practice, and policy rec-
ommendations for addressing educator-directed violence. Finally, we identify future directions to move
forward with a comprehensive research agenda that includes educator experiences and perspectives.

Chapter Objectives

e  Understand prevalence rates of aggressive experiences reported by educators, types of violence
they report, and the various people who aggress against educators.

e  Explore factors associated with educator victimization, including demographic characteristics,
triggering events, and common consequences.

o  Identify harmful consequences of educator victimization for individuals and schools.
Examine the influence of school climate on educator victimization.
Introduce new research on educator experiences with violence and aggression that takes into ac-
count COVID-19 school closures.

o  Identify future research directions and recommendations for preventing and addressing violence
and aggression against educators.

BACKGROUND

There is a tremendous amount of research and work dedicated to preventing and responding to violence
in schools. Research to date has centered primarily on understanding and promoting school safety for
students. Although this approach is extremely important, focusing solely on student perspectives and
experiences limits our understanding of its far-reaching effects on others and our ability to effectively
address school violence. Over the past two decades, research has revealed that teachers and other school
staff members (referred to collectively in this chapter as educators) experience alarmingly high rates
of violence in the workplace. There are 8.5 million primary and secondary educators in the U.S. (U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2018) whose experiences with violence have traditionally been underrec-
ognized in research, interventions, and national conversations about school violence and aggression.
The voices of these professionals deserve to be heard, and their physical, emotional, and occupational

756



23 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/educator-experiences-as-victims-of-school-

violence/308249

Related Content

Understanding the Impact of Mental lliness on Parenting in Single-Mother Households
Thomasina Mosley Sisayand Kristina West Gordon (2024). Parental Influence on Educational Success and
Wellbeing (pp. 356-377).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/understanding-the-impact-of-mental-illness-on-parenting-in-single-mother-
households/346494

Childbirth and Development in Infancy

ermin Metin (2020). Handbook of Research on Prenatal, Postnatal, and Early Childhood Development (pp.
159-180).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/childbirth-and-development-in-infancy/252650

Wired for War: When the Only Winning Move Is Not to Play

Mary Ann Markey (2021). Mitigating Mass Violence and Managing Threats in Contemporary Society (pp.
212-223).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/wired-for-war/279698

A Visualization Approach for Analyzing Decision-Making in Human-Robot Interactions

Madhavi Godbole, Tirupathi Rao Bammidiand Anil Kumar Vadlamudi (2024). Explainable Al Applications
for Human Behavior Analysis (pp. 290-307).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-visualization-approach-for-analyzing-decision-making-in-human-robot-
interactions/347692

Digital Transformation in Higher Education Institutions

Siti Nurbarizah Haji Mohammad Azari (2023). Digital Psychology’s Impact on Business and Society (pp.
220-243).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-transformation-in-higher-education-institutions/315949



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/educator-experiences-as-victims-of-school-violence/308249
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/educator-experiences-as-victims-of-school-violence/308249
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/understanding-the-impact-of-mental-illness-on-parenting-in-single-mother-households/346494
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/understanding-the-impact-of-mental-illness-on-parenting-in-single-mother-households/346494
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/childbirth-and-development-in-infancy/252650
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/wired-for-war/279698
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-visualization-approach-for-analyzing-decision-making-in-human-robot-interactions/347692
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-visualization-approach-for-analyzing-decision-making-in-human-robot-interactions/347692
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/digital-transformation-in-higher-education-institutions/315949

