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ABSTRACT

GitHubrepositorieshavebeenusedtounderstandsomeimportantparametersrelatedtoquantitative
growthofsoftwareprojects.Therateatwhichfork,commits,andbrancheshavebeendoneindifferent
repositorieswhicharesupposedtobethetopmostoneswhenitcomestothenumberofcontributors
isthemainpointofstudyinthispaper.Thedesirablegoalistofindsomesortofsimilarityinthe
trendsofallthesesoftwareprojects.Similartrendstendtoleadtointerestinginferencesregardingthe
quantitativegrowthandeventhequalityofthesesoftwareprojects.Istherateofforking,branching,
committinganythingtodowiththesuccessofsoftwareprojects?Theauthorshavetakenupthis
questioninthecurrentstudy.
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INTROdUCTION

Inanearlierworktheauthorshadtriedtoanalyzedataof toptenGitHubprojectsof2019
publishedin‘TheStateoftheOctoverse’(https://octoverse.github.com/2019/).Thedatawas
collectedfromGitHubitselftakinghelpfromthemethodselucidatedinthedocumentationof
GitHub(https://docs.github.com/en/github)andthensomeparametersweredefined.Theterms
thatweredefinedwererelatedtotheconceptsof‘effort’and‘activity’ofsoftwareprojects.
Anattemptwasmadetounderstandhowdifferentkindsofeffortsnamely–commit-effort,
fork-effort,andbranch-effortcouldplaysignificantrolesinunderstandingthehealthofthe
software,oronecanevensay,thequalityofthesoftware.Similarly,someactivityparameters
weredefinedwhichcouldalsohelpunderstandthequantitativegrowthofsoftwareprojectsin
general.Theactivitiesthatweredefinedinthatparticularresearchworkwereissueactivity
andpullrequestactivity.Itwasfeltduringthatresearchthattheseratioswerenotadequateto
understandthequantitativeevolutionofthesoftwareproject.Takeforexamplewehavetwo
softwareprojectsAandB.Letusassumethattheseprojectshavethesamevaluesforeffort
andactivitybutareworkingfordifferentspansof time.Asupposeisworkingforaperiod
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of30monthsandBforaperiodof60months.Letusassumethatbothhave1000forksand
1000contributors.Thatmakesthefork-effortofboththeprojectsequaltoone.Butthefact
thatBhasbeen inbusiness for twice theamountof timeascompared toAmaymakeone
wonderwhetherthatcanplayasignificantroleinunderstandingthesituationoftheproject.
An intuitiveunderstanding is that thismay indeedmakeussay that the timeforwhich the
projectisinoperationhasindeedalottodowiththeunderstandingofthequantitativegrowth
oftheproject.Whetherthetimefactorhasanythingtodowiththequalityofthesoftwareis
alsoamatterofdeepinspection.Canwesaythatsoftwareprojectsthataredevelopedfaster
canbebetterqualitativelyjustbecausetheyhavebeendevelopedfaster?Doesn’tseemtobe
right.Becauseatfirstinstanceonemaythinkwhathasthespeedgottodowiththequality?
So,thepresentpaperwillbeattemptingtoexaminecommit,forkandbranchrates/Firstthese
quantitieshavebeenformallydefinedand then thedatacollectedhasbeenpresented.This
is followedby theanalysis and inferencingpart and then thepost researchanalysis.There
is nodoubt about the fact that researchers are looking towardsGitHub repositorieswith a
viewtogatheringdata,especiallythedataofopen-sourcesoftwareprojectsandthendrawing
interestingconclusionsfromit.Theyarealsotryingtofindoutwhysoftwareprojectssucceed
andwhysuchprojects fail. Invariably, suchattemptswill inaway lead todevelopmentof
newerengineeringtechniquesinthestudyofsoftwareprojects.

Alotofworkisalsobeingdonetounderstandthequalityaspectofsuchsoftwareprojects.GitHub
isthestorehouseformanysuchprojects,mostlycollaborativeandopensourceinnature.Theauthors
believethatquantitativegrowthhasadeepanddialecticallinkwithqualityofsoftware.Wemay
understandqualityintermsofquantityalsoandthatchangesinquantityhoweverimperceptiblethey
mightbe,bringaboutchangeinquality.Similarly,thechangeinqualityisalsoakindofquantitative
changeiflookedatfromtheproperviewpoint.Thedirectionofquantitativechangemayadversely
orpositivelyaffectthequalityofthesoftware.

WecanminetheGitHubdatatoseewhichprojectsareactiveforhowlongandalsoforhow
manycommits,forksandbrancheshavebeencompletedinthisspanoftime.Thishasbeendone
inthispaper.Thedatahasbeentabulated.Now,thereasonwhyonlythetentopprojectshavebeen
considered is that theauthors feel thatunderstanding theseprojectsmaybeakey to findingout
whethertheseprojectsfollowanykindofpatterninthisregard.Ifthereisapatternthenitmaybe
linkedwiththequalityofthesoftwareprojectsalso.Ofcourse,itgoesbeyonddoubtthattheremay
betheneedofstudyingthedatarelatedtoothersoftwareprojects.Theprojectsthathavebeenlisted
herearethetopprojectsof2019baseduponthenumberofcontributors.However,thereareother
waysoflookingatsoftwarealso.Wemaystudythetoponesfromotheryearsbesides2019.Orwe
studythedataofsoftwarethathavethehighestrating.Wemaystudysoftwarethathavethebiggest
size,soonandsoforth.Allthesemaybethepartoffuturestudy.Atpresent,wearelookingtowards
contributorsandfortheyear2019.

There is no doubt whatsoever that open-source collaborative software are ruling the
world.Evenproprietaryonesarelosingtheraceandaremovingtowardsopen-source.That
brought about the interestofMicrosoft inGitHubandeventuallymade the formeracquire
the latter. Right back in 2018, the acquisition had been complete as per a post published
in the official blog of Microsoft. (https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2018/10/26/microsoft-
completes-github-acquisition/).Thepostsays,“…GitHubwillretainitsdeveloper-firstethos,
operateindependently,andremainanopenplatform.Together,thetwocompanieswillwork
togethertoempowerdeveloperstoachievemoreateverystageofthedevelopmentlifecycle,
accelerate enterpriseuseofGitHub, andbringMicrosoft’sdeveloper tools and services to
newaudiences…”(https://blogs.microsoft.com/blog/2018/10/26/microsoft-completes-github-
acquisition/).ThisclearlyelucidatesGitHub’simportanceandalsounderlinesthereasonas
towhytheauthorshavedecidedtochosethisplatformtocollectdatafrom.



 

 

14 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/article/an-empirical-analysis-of-inferences-from-

commit-fork-and-branch-rates-of-top-github-projects/300751

Related Content

Searching Methods for Corpora in NoSketch Engine
 (2020). Computer Corpora and Open Source Software for Language Learning:

Emerging Research and Opportunities  (pp. 44-116).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/searching-methods-for-corpora-in-nosketch-engine/256699

A Novel UML Based Approach for Early Detection of Change Prone Classes
Deepa Bura, Amit Choudharyand Rakesh Kumar Singh (2017). International Journal

of Open Source Software and Processes (pp. 1-23).

www.irma-international.org/article/a-novel-uml-based-approach-for-early-detection-of-change-

prone-classes/201055

Using Data Mining Techniques with Open Source Software to Evaluate the

Various Factors Affecting Academic Performance: A Case Study of Students

in the Faculty of Information Technology
Feras Hanandeh, Majdi Y. Al-Shannagand Maha Mahdi Alkhaffaf (2016).

International Journal of Open Source Software and Processes (pp. 72-92).

www.irma-international.org/article/using-data-mining-techniques-with-open-source-software-to-

evaluate-the-various-factors-affecting-academic-performance/181327

A Model of Cultural Competence in Open Source Systems
Doris Wright Carroll (2015). Open Source Technology: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 802-811).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-model-of-cultural-competence-in-open-source-

systems/120943

Software Reusability Metrics Estimation From the Social Media by Using

Evolutionary Algorithms: Refactoring Prospective
Rasmita Panigrahi, Neelamdhab Padhyand Suresh Chandra Satapathy (2019).

International Journal of Open Source Software and Processes (pp. 21-36).

www.irma-international.org/article/software-reusability-metrics-estimation-from-the-social-media-

by-using-evolutionary-algorithms/233512

http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-empirical-analysis-of-inferences-from-commit-fork-and-branch-rates-of-top-github-projects/300751
http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-empirical-analysis-of-inferences-from-commit-fork-and-branch-rates-of-top-github-projects/300751
http://www.igi-global.com/article/an-empirical-analysis-of-inferences-from-commit-fork-and-branch-rates-of-top-github-projects/300751
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/searching-methods-for-corpora-in-nosketch-engine/256699
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-novel-uml-based-approach-for-early-detection-of-change-prone-classes/201055
http://www.irma-international.org/article/a-novel-uml-based-approach-for-early-detection-of-change-prone-classes/201055
http://www.irma-international.org/article/using-data-mining-techniques-with-open-source-software-to-evaluate-the-various-factors-affecting-academic-performance/181327
http://www.irma-international.org/article/using-data-mining-techniques-with-open-source-software-to-evaluate-the-various-factors-affecting-academic-performance/181327
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-model-of-cultural-competence-in-open-source-systems/120943
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-model-of-cultural-competence-in-open-source-systems/120943
http://www.irma-international.org/article/software-reusability-metrics-estimation-from-the-social-media-by-using-evolutionary-algorithms/233512
http://www.irma-international.org/article/software-reusability-metrics-estimation-from-the-social-media-by-using-evolutionary-algorithms/233512

