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ABSTRACT

Socialmediahasbecomeoneofthemostimportantsourcesinunderstandingtheopinionsofpeople
regardingimportantandtrendingtopics.OnesuchtopicwastheSupremeCourt’sverdictonthe
almostseven-decade-oldAyodhyalanddisputecase.On9thNovember2019,theapexcourtordered
thatthedisputedlandinquestionbeusedforconstructionofRamTemple.Asitwasoneofthemost
anticipatedjudgementsinIndia’shistory,Twitterwasbuzzinglongbeforethedateofverdict.To
performsentimentanalysis,around70,000tweetspertainingtotheverdictwerecollectedfrom26th
Oct2019to23rdNov2019.Thedatasetwasthendividedintothreephases(i.e.,pre-verdict,on
dayofverdict,andpost-verdict),andNRCLexiconhasbeenusedtoanalyzetheresultsandextract
positive,negative,andneutraltweets.Sentimentanalysisofeachphaseindicatesthattheverdicthas
beenacceptedbythepublic.
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1. INTRoDUCTIoN

This study has its moorings in the actual socio-political context of the Indian sub-continent. In
India,religioussitesplayacrucialpartinmanifestingtherighttofreedomofreligionwhichisalso
afundamentalright.Theyalsorepresentdifferentreligiouscommunitiesinamulti-lingualanda
multi-religiousstatelikeIndia.Indiahappenstobetheonlycountryintheworldconsistingofalarge
numberofdiversereligionsco-existingtogether.HinduismisknowntobeIndia’smajorreligionwhich
hasexistedformorethan4,000years(Dayal&Garg,2020).TheoriginoftheAyodhyadisputedates
back500yearsagoin1528-29whenMughalemperorBaburhadtheBabriMasjidconstructedon
thesitemarkingthespotofLordRam’sbirth.(Timeline:Ayodhyaholysitecrisis,2012).Sincethen,
therehasbeenatusslebetweenthetwocommunitiesforownershipofthatpieceoflandmeasuring
1500squareyardsinthetownofAyodhya.Thisdisputeanditsassociatedverdicthasgarneredalot
ofattentionbothinprintmediaaswellassocialmedia.

Microbloggingwebsiteshaveofflatelybecomethegotorepositoryforallsortsofvarieddata.
Thisisduetotheverynatureofmicroblogswhichenabletheuserstoposttheirviews,complaints,
voicetheiropinionsandexpresstheirsentimentsonalmosteverythinginafewwordswithalotof
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ease.Infact,manyorganizationsresorttothesemicroblogstounderstandandassesstheopinion
ofgeneralpublicontheirproductsandservices.Sentimentanalysisisatechniquetoanalyzethese
opinions,emotionsandattitudesofpeoplefromtext,speech,anddatabasesourcesandclassifythem
intocategorieslike“positive”or“negative”or“neutral”(Bilaletal.,2019;Karamietal.,2020;Bonta
&Janardhan,2019).Inthepresentstudyonesuchpopularmicroblog-“Twitter”hasbeenutilizedto
analyzethepublicsentimentontheAyodhyalanddisputecaseverdictbyTheSupremeCourtofIndia.

ThemainobjectiveofthestudyistounderstandtheopinionsofthegeneralpublicontheAyodhya
verdictonthebasisoftheirtwitterposts.Toachievethisend,inthispaper,sentimentanalysishas
beenappliedtoidentify,analyzeandextractimportantandrelevantsentimentsfromtweetspostedby
userspertainingtothejudgementontheAyodhyalanddisputecase.TwitterdatarelatedtoAyodhya
verdictiscollectedoveraperiodoffourweeksandtemporalanalysisisperformedtounderstand
publicsentiment.Section2presentstheliteraturereviewpertainingtoAyodhyaverdictandsentiment
analysis.Insection3,theoverallresearchmethodologyrelatedtoobtainingdatasetandthebasisof
dividingitintothreepartshasbeenexplained.Section4entailsthecompleteanddetailedanalysis
andfindingsofdataandissub-dividedintopartspertainingtoeachphase.Section5presentsthe
discussionsectionwhilesection6addresses the limitationsandfuturescopeof thestudy, lastly,
conclusionispresentedinsection7.

2. ReVIew oF LITeRATURe

AsthepresentstudyentailsunderstandingthepublicsentimentonAyodhyaverdict,theliterature
reviewisdividedintotwosections.ThefirstsectionprovidesahistoricalbackgroundoftheAyodhya
case,andthesecondsectiondealswithliteraturesurveyonusingTwitterdataforperformingsentiment
analysis.

2.1 Ayodhya Verdict: Historical Context
TheHinducommunityclaimedthatitwasthebirthplaceofLordRam,whichwasdemolishedupon
theconquestoftheIndiansub-continentbyMughalEmperor,Babur.Muslimcommunityclaimed
thatitwastheplacewherehistoricBabriMasjidwasbuiltbytheMughalEmperor,Baburonvacant
land.Thedisputeintheseappealsariseoutoffourregularsuitswhichwerefiledatdifferentplaces
bybothcommunitiesbetween1950and1989.Thefirstsuitwasfiledintheyear1950byaHindu
worshipperinwhichhestatedthatitwashisrighttoofferprayersatthemaintemple.Intheyear
1959acasewasfiledbytheNirmohiAkharaformanagementofthetemple.In1961,UttarPradesh
SunniCentralBoardofWaqfstakedtheirclaimonthedisputedsite.In1986,after37years,Faizabad
districtjudgeorderedtoopenthegatesofBabrimosque,infavorofHindupartiesandallowedthem
toworship.ThenRajivGandhigovtallowedshilanyasatthesite.NexttotheBabriMasjid,The
VishwaHinduParishad(VHP),aHindunationalistorganizationformedin1964,laidthefoundation
ofaRamTempleontheland(Ayodhyaverdict:6thingstoknowbeforethecrucialruling,2019).

VHPorganizedvariouseventsmobilizingHindusfortheconstructionofaRamtempleatAyodhya.
In1989,thelastsuitwasfiledonbehalfofLordRaminwhichthelawrecognizedboththeidoland
birthplaceasjuridicalentities.Amidstallthis,in1990-91,SeniorBhartiyaJantaParty(BJP)leader
LKAdvanibeganhisrathyatrawithkarsevaksforRamtemple.ThenonDecember6,1992,kar
sevaksdemolishedthemosquewhichisconsideredasoneofthedeadliestreligiousriotsthecountry
hadseenleadingtothekillingofabout2,000people(Ayodhyaverdict:6thingstoknowbeforethe
crucialruling,2019).Themosque’sdemolitionandthehorrificviolenceittriggeredacrossIndia
polarizedthesocietyandpoliticsalongcommunallines(Ramachandran,2020).

ItisobservedthatovertimetheAyodhyacasehasbeengivenmoreofapoliticalflavorthana
merelanddispute(Dayal&Garg,2020).BabrimosquedestructionwasaneventthatshapedIndia
inadifferentway.BJPleader,LKAdvanifacedthechargesofcriminalconspiracyfordemolitionof
themosque.BJPhadahopethatthisactwouldfortifyHinduvotesintheirfavor,butthepartywas
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