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ABSTRACT

Sustainable development is a type of development that advocates first of all the
harmonization between economic development and environmental protection,
adding social progress; it would therefore be a development in which high and
stable growth in the production of goods and services is compatible with widespread
social progress, environmental protection, and prudent and efficient use of natural
resources. Among the different sectoral areas transferred by the idea of sustainable
development is undoubtedly the field of urban planning and housing. The activity
generated in cities has an important environmental impact, so it is necessary to
orient urban structures, homes, and buildings under premises that are as respectful
as possible with the environment, also taking advantage of its economic potential
and its effect on the social fabric that inhabits it. It is about promoting integrated
actions in the urban environment that are in tune with the objectives.

INTRODUCTION

The idea of sustainable development has to relate to other concepts and ideas within
the framework of which it finds its justification and its content. We cannot talk about
sustainable development without first placing it in a broader context from which it
owes. In this sense, a reference to the principle of sustainable development, energy
efficiency and the idea of urban renovation is necessary. These are generic concepts
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within the framework of which energy renovation is framed and which also lend its
justification and reason for being.

The first term to which it is necessary to allude to explain the idea of energy
renovation has to do with the concept of sustainable development, which for some time
now has been used in our domestic legislation and whose legal implementation has
been carried out mainly through Law 2/2011, of 4 March, on Sustainable Economy.

Sustainable development is a concept that combines three interrelated elements
and has traditionally been treated differently in Spanish legislation. Perhaps that
is why it can be said that in our legal system the concept is relatively new in that
it interrelates different objectives that converge in the different sectoral areas,
emphasizing the interdependence between them rather than in their singular
treatment (Chu, Steven, and Arun Majumdar 2012). These three elements or pillars
that converge in the concept of sustainable development are: social, economic and
environmental. “Sustainable development is a type of development that advocates
first of all the harmonization between economic development and environmental
protection, adding social progress; it would therefore be development in which
high and stable growth in the production of goods and services is compatible with
widespread social progress, environmental protection and prudent and efficient use
of natural resources.”; it is therefore a delicate building supported by three main
pillars: social, economic and environmental in which none of them prevails over
the others .

Accordingly, sustainability has an integrated character, preceded as it is by the
objectives of economic recovery, environmental sustainability and social cohesion.
Itis a general principle with transversal or horizontal projection, capable of crossing
different and varied sectoral areas, as many as are relevant to achieve its integrating
objectives (Curry, Nathan, and Pragasen Pillay, 2012).

Among the different sectoral areas transferred by the idea of sustainable
development is undoubtedly the field of urban planning and housing. The activity
generated in cities has an important environmental impact, so it is necessary to
orient urban structures, homes and buildings under premises that are as respectful
as possible with the environment, also taking advantage of its economic potential
and its effect on the social fabric that inhabits it. It is about promoting integrated
actions in the urban environment that are in tune with the objectives also integrating
sustainable development.

Since sustainable development is an integrative concept, its influence on the
urban and housing sector could not fail to have these same connotations, insofar
as sustainable urbanism is nothing but a projection of sustained development in
a specific area. Urban planning must respond to the requirements of sustainable
development, minimizing its commitment to growth and betting on the regeneration
of the existing city in order to achieve a sustainable and inclusive urban model,

205



20 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/renewable-energies-and-urban-

environment-in-spain/295138

Related Content

Efficient Information Provision for Environmental and Sustainability Reporting
Cigdem Akkaya, Petra Wolfand Helmut Krcmar (2010). Corporate Environmental
Management Information Systems: Advancements and Trends (pp. 213-235).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/efficient-information-provision-environmental-
sustainability/44828

Green Building Efficiency and Sustainability Indicators

Mir Sayed Shah Danishand Tomonobu Shah Senjyu (2020). Green Building
Management and Smart Automation (pp. 128-145).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/green-building-efficiency-and-sustainability-
indicators/231677

Social Innovation for Social Value Creation at Bottom of Pyramid

Shailja Dixitand Sana Moid (2022). International Journal of Social Ecology and
Sustainable Development (pp. 1-15).
www.irma-international.org/article/social-innovation-for-social-value-creation-at-bottom-of-
pyramid/288533

Energy Efficiency of a Web and Database Server System: Configuration and
Bursting

Jukka Kommeri, Felipe Abaunza, Marko Niinimaki, Peter Thanischand Tapio Niemi
(2014). International Journal of Green Computing (pp. 29-48).
www.irma-international.org/article/energy-efficiency-of-a-web-and-database-server-
system/141579

Enhancing Regional Produce as Green Products for the Global Market: An
Exploratory Study in a Portuguese Region

Marcelo Calvete Gaspar, Jorge Julidoand Benny Tjahjono (2017). International
Journal of Social Ecology and Sustainable Development (pp. 100-113).

www.irma-international.org/article/enhancing-regional-produce-as-green-products-for-the-global-

market-an-exploratory-study-in-a-portuguese-region/182551



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/renewable-energies-and-urban-environment-in-spain/295138
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/renewable-energies-and-urban-environment-in-spain/295138
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/renewable-energies-and-urban-environment-in-spain/295138
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/efficient-information-provision-environmental-sustainability/44828
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/efficient-information-provision-environmental-sustainability/44828
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/green-building-efficiency-and-sustainability-indicators/231677
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/green-building-efficiency-and-sustainability-indicators/231677
http://www.irma-international.org/article/social-innovation-for-social-value-creation-at-bottom-of-pyramid/288533
http://www.irma-international.org/article/social-innovation-for-social-value-creation-at-bottom-of-pyramid/288533
http://www.irma-international.org/article/energy-efficiency-of-a-web-and-database-server-system/141579
http://www.irma-international.org/article/energy-efficiency-of-a-web-and-database-server-system/141579
http://www.irma-international.org/article/enhancing-regional-produce-as-green-products-for-the-global-market-an-exploratory-study-in-a-portuguese-region/182551
http://www.irma-international.org/article/enhancing-regional-produce-as-green-products-for-the-global-market-an-exploratory-study-in-a-portuguese-region/182551

